Course Syllabus:

HI/POL 44490

Modern Japanese History, Politics & Culture (Internet)
Instructor:

Terrence Monroe

4954-3 Kilauea Ave.

Honolulu, HI  96816
(808) 734-8079
Texts:


Morton, W. Scott; Japan: Its History and Culture, Third Edition,




McGraw-Hill, Inc., 1994

Johnson, Chalmers, Japan: Who Governs? The Rise of the Developmental State; W.W. Norton & Co., 1995

Course Overview:


This course examines those major events and issues in Japan’s modern history that shaped its politics, culture, and industrialization. It makes comparisons and describes linkages, historically and culturally, between Japan, its Asian neighbors, and the Western powers. Its addresses Japan’s conflicts in its modern history and surveys its unprecedented economic development and impact on the global community.

Learning Outcomes:

· Gain an understanding of contemporary Japanese national developments with reference to past traditions; the causes of Japan’s post-WW II economic development; and Japanese behavior and national characteristics in business, international relations, and society.

· Refine writing and cognitive skills through weekly essays and class discussion.

· Become proficient in functioning in an on-line learning environment and in the use of on-line resources related to the Vietnam War.

Course Requirements:

· Write a weekly essay of approximately 300-500 words in length commenting on the main points of each weekly lecture and assigned reading from the text. Essays should emphasize insight and interpretation as to the significance of your points rather than recitation of factual information.

· Participate in the Discussion Boards by logging on several times weekly and offering a new comment or question, or responding to a classmate’s. Comments and responses should be detailed and thoughtful.

· Complete reading of assigned textbook at a measured pace that will ensure timely completion.

· Take a proctored final examination, to be comprised of a comprehensive essay of approximately 1,000 words, discussing the main points of the course material.

Grading Scale:



Your essays, Discussion Board participation, and final examination will be evaluated in comparison with your classmates’ performance in these endeavors.

A:  
Better than average class performance; all assignments fulfilled

B: 
Average class performance; all assignments fulfilled

C: 
Less than average class performance; all assignments fulfilled

D: 
Less than average class performance: some assignments missing

F:
Poor performance on essays; little or no participation in Discussion Boards;


numerous assignments missing

Consultation: 
Via e-mail at any time, or by phone. Appointment for phone consultation should be scheduled in advance by e-mail. When calling, please remember that I am located in Hawaii, which is 5 hours earlier than Eastern Standard Time during Daylight Savings Time, and 6 hours otherwise. 
Academic Integrity:

It is important for you to keep in mind that your essays must be in your words, however humble. Your essays are not evaluated on compositional excellence, but on quality of insight. Please understand that after some 30 years of reading student writing—and of reading and researching the corpus of professionally produced writing on our subject--it is instantly recognizable to me when a submission is not a student’s own work.

My policy is to submit anything that arouses the slightest suspicion to Turnitin.com, an academic service to which I subscribe that utilizes an algorithm-based methodology to compare the suspect sample to all published material on the Internet. Keep in mind that the Internet these days includes many web-based counterparts of conventionally published materials (meaning that, if it’s been published anywhere in print—whether in an old encyclopedia, a magazine or newspaper, or in a brand-new best-seller—it’s probably on the Internet somewhere). If Turnitin indicates that there is a significant match between your work and a previously published source, disciplinary measures will be exacted.

Schedule:

Lecture 1:      Introducing the Japanese

Lecture 2:
Overview of Modern Japanese History

Lecture 3:
The American Occupation

Lecture 4:
Post-War Recovery and Prosperity

Lecture 5:
Uniqueness and Hierarchy

Lecture 6:
The Group and Conformity

Lecture 7:
Reason, Feeling, and Religion

Lecture 8:
The Corporation

Lecture 9: 
Business as Usual

Lecture 10:
Culture and Language; Japan at Play; Sex Roles

Lecture 11:
Japan and the World

Lecture 12:
Looking Ahead: Lessons for America
