



CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

SO/PH 305 - Sociology and Philosophy of Religion

Summer Evening, 2003, Tripler

Instructor: Larry Jones

1629-J Kino St., Honolulu, HI 96819

Phone: 847-8440 - e-mail: JonesL010@hawaii.rr.com

COURSE DESCRIPTION IN GENERAL CATALOG:

Going beyond examining the validity of the proofs for the existence of God, the course studies religion as providing continuity between mythological ways of experiencing the world and its later rational investigations.  As a source of powerful passions responsible for many of the moving forces of history, religion is an unavoidable subject for our study and reflection.  The course especially studies the possibility of a Christian life in modern times.

GOAL:
To be actively engaged in meaningful questions about religion and life, both personal and public, so that we may be able to relate our understanding to the complex society in which we live.  We will apply the educational philosophy of Marianist  Universities:   1)  educate for formation in faith,  2)  provide an integral quality education,   3) educate for family spirit, 4) educate for service, justice and peace, and 5) educate for adaptation and change.

OBJECTIVES:


1.
To critically examine the rational as well as the nonrational approaches to both religious ideas and religious experience.2.
To develop a clear understanding of both the philosophical and sociological approaches to religion.

3.
To develop an awareness of and appreciation for the diversity of religious theories, traditions and experiences.

4.
To sharpen our own methodology and ability to discern what for each of us is truth regarding life’s ultimate questions as they are posed in the religious context.

5. To develop and understanding of the correct relationship between religion and society.

6. To understand the educational philosophy of Marianist universities as set forth under “Goals.”

7.
To improve our abilities to read, think, discuss and write skillfully.

8.
To actively participate in making this class both challenging and interesting.

REQUIREMENTS
1.
An inquisitive yet open mind and a sense of humor.

2.
Attendance at and active participation in all class sessions, including taking notes.

3.
Completion of all reading assignments.  (Extra credit for Appendix in Bellah, due session #10.)

5. A one to two page reflection paper on the readings for each session

5.
Participant-observer project whereby each student will attend at least one service or meeting of an unfamiliar religious  group or social service organization with religious implications, conduct interviews and research and write and report on a 6 - 8 page analysis of that group including the major philosophical and sociological questions the experience raised for the student.

6.
Mid-term in class essay exam (session #5) focusing on information covered in preceding class sessions and,  final take home exam (due session #10).

READINGS:
Texts: The Good Society, Robert N. Bellah, et al.



          Exploring the Philosophy of Religion, David Stewart



Various handouts

GRADING:
20%
class attendance and participation

20% 
reflection papers  (see next page for particulars)



20% 
participant-observer paper (see next page for particulars)

20% 
mid-term exam, Session #5

20% 
final exam, Session #10

A = 90 - 100%

C = 70 - 79%

F = 59% and below

B = 80 - 89%

D = 60 - 69%

I  = Incomplete 

The instructor reserves the right to make changes in the content of the course depending on the needs of the class.

PARTICIPANT-OBSERVER PAPER:
1.
A six to eight page paper reporting on your visit to an unfamiliar religious group of social service organization with religious implications, interviews thereat plus research in at least three sources.

2.
Prior to the visit/interviews you shall set forth the major sociological and philosophical questions  for which you seek answers.

3.
The paper shall include your observations from the visit and insights from the interviews regarding the questions you outlined and your research.

4.
Proposal for paper shall be summarized and shared briefly with the class on Session #5.

5.
Use Modern Language Association or American Psychological Association format, including cites and reference list, double space and use proper grammar and punctuation.  (MLA and APA style formats can be found on the Internet.)

6.
When you turn in your paper at the last class session, also please provide instructor with a self-addressed stamped envelope if you wish your paper returned to you.

                                                                                                                                                                     _____________________________________________________________________________________________FORM FOR THE PARTICIPANT-OBSERVER PAPER

HEADING

Participant-Observer Paper
Name

Date turned in

Title of Paper

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

STYLE

Typed



1" margins

Double spaced


Correct spelling, punctuation, grammar and sentence structure

APA or MLA format, including reference list and cites.   CITE ALL IDEAS, INFORMATION OR QUOTES  WHICH COME FROM SOURCES  AND  LIST  THEM  IN  A  REFERENCE  LIST  AT  THE  END.

REFLECTION PAPERS
1.
The purpose of your reflection paper, your evaluation of and response to the readings,  is to show that you not only read the material but that you reflected upon its meaning and value.

2.
The reflection papers are due at the class session dealing with those readings.

3.
While doing the readings you should jot down for your own reference ideas that impress you, things you disagree with, or questions you have.

4.
After you have completed the readings you are to write one to two pages of your reflections on the readings using y our reading notes per #3 above.

FORM FOR WEEKLY REFLECTION PAPER                                                   

HEADING

Readings for Session No.         
Name

Date turned in

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

STYLE

Typed



1" margins

Double spaced


Correct spelling, punctuation, grammar and sentence structure

MAKING UP ABSENCES:  Excused absences, such as military duty, may be made up by consultation with the instructor.  SUCH CONSULTATION SHALL BE INITIATED BY THE STUDENT.   However, since you will not have had the benefit of classroom presentations and discussions when absent, you will need to spend some extra time mastering the reading materials and perhaps getting other students’ notes.

Session 1


Introductions and syllabus review



Presentation: “Myth and Meaning”


Video: The Message of the Myth, Joseph Campbell


Discussion

Session 2


“Belief: God and our institutions”

Readings: 
Stewart 
Belief in God, pp. 131-153




 Bellah 
 Introduction, We live through institutions




  Handouts
The God Beyond Theism, Bishop John Spong






In the Depths of Religious Atheism, Richard W. Kelley
Video: Bill Moyers Interview with Karen Armstrong on “Bad Religion”    

Session 3

“Religion, Evil and Making Sense of Our Lives”



Readings:
Stewart

God and Evil, pp. 165-199

Bellah

Chapter 1 Making sense of it, pp,. 19-45

Handout

The Roots of Evil, Newsweek, 5/21/01

Video: Job’s Suffering,” from “Biblical Disasters,” The History Channel

Session 4

“The Inner Life: individualistic escape or empowerment?”

Readings:
Stewart

Religious experience, pp. 6-36



Bellah

Chapter 4, Government, Law, and Politics, pp 111-124

Handouts
     Faith is more than a feeling, Newsweek, 5/7/01

The Private Sea: LSD and the Search for God,     William Braden

Video: Faith and Doubt at Ground Zero, PBS Frontline

Session 5

Midterm exam

Presentation: “Marxism, Capitalism and Religion”


Readings:
Handouts
Theologies: Liberation vs. Submission, Jean-Pierre Cloutier

Bellah
Chapter 3, Political Economy: market and work, pp. 100-110


Session 6

“Faith, Reason and the Public Church”

Readings:
Stewart

Faith and Reason, pp. 253-269

Bellah

Chapter 6, The public church, pp. 206-219

Handout
In a complex world we lack tools to carve out understanding, Bill Tammeus, “Jewish World Review,” August 21, 2001

Video:

Faith and Reason, from the Divine Action Conference sponsored by the Vatican and the Berkeley Center for Theology and the Natural Sciences

Session 7

“Religious Languge”

Readings:
Stewart

Religious Language, pp. 273-331

Session 8

“Religion and Preparation for Here and ‘Hereafter’ ”

Readings:
Stewart

Religion and Human Destiny, pp. 88-113




 Bellah

Chapter 5, Education: technical and moral, pp. 165-178

Video: The History of Heaven and Hell
Session 9

“Religion and Life”

Readings:
Stewart

Religion and Life, pp. 55-81




 Bellah

America in the World, pp. 235-253



Presentation: “The religious stance in a one superpower world”

Session 10


Extra credit reading: Bellah, Appendix

Final take home exam due

Presentations and discussion on participant-observer projects


Course evaluation
