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Catalog Description: Going beyond examining the validity of the proofs for the existence of God, the course studies religion as providing continuity between mythological ways of experiencing the world and its later rational investigations. As a source of powerful passions responsible for many of the moving forces of history, religion is an unavoidable subject for our study and reflection. The course especially studies the possibility of a Christian life in modern times.

My Course Description:

This course will look at religion from the perspectives of the social sciences and philosophy. We will explore the nature of religion; the Sacred; peak (mystical) experiences; the utilization of various substances and techniques to access and experience the Sacred; the relationship between faith and reason; religion and politics, morality, and social structure.  We will also discuss some of the seminal issues in the philosophy of religion: the problem of evil; death and immortality; paths to salvation; and the existence of God. This course will draw heavily on the rich anthropological materials on comparative religions.

Objectives: On Completion of this course the student will be able to

*discuss various theories on the origin of religion; myth; and      faith

*recognize the function that religion has played in historic and    modern societies
*discuss in detail the various 'solutions' that have been debated   in the context of the relationship between reason and faith;       religion and science

*recognize the importance of the mystical traditions found in       Christianity and how these traditions 'fit in' with the more        institutionalized and dogmatic aspects of Christianity

*develop an awareness (and hopefully a greater appreciation) of     similarities and differences between different religious systems

*grow in appreciation of the plural traditions found within the     same religion

*see how certain religious texts were assembled and used in various  manners by institutional religions

*understand the nature of myth; mythological world views; and magic

*discuss the various perspectives on the future of religion and     myth in the modern world 

*discuss the nature of absolute truth claims found in many religions

*discuss the nature of religious intolerance (as an inevitable      dimension of religion?)

*compare different religions both in terms of the nature of dogma   and ethical teachings

*evaluate the perspectives which argue that religion has been a      major force of evil (or good) on our planet

Required Text:
W. Rowe, Philosophy of Religion: An introduction

--Most of the readings will be a series of library reserve articles

--There will also be several class handouts (taken from              newspaper/magazine articles)

Organization of the  Course and Requirements:  

This course will attempt to integrate lectures and small group discussions.  Your final grade will be determined as follows:

--five essay exams (including a non—cumulative final) in various formats (in class; take home).

Please Note: It is expected that students be present on the day of exams and that all take home exams be submitted on the day when they are due, during class time. Students are never automatically entitled to makeup exams or extensions. It is always up to the discretion of the instructor to determine if and when makeups or extensions are given, and under what circumstances and penalties.  Students who accumulate more than three (unexcused) absences will have their final grade reduced significantly in a manner which is completely up to the discretion of the instructor. Students must take and turn in all of the required essays in order to pass this course. As in all my courses I encourage students to meet with me throughout the semester.

TENTATIVE COURSE SYLLABUS
WEEKS


(TENTATIVE) TOPICS  (Selected from the following)
I---IV


The Foundational Texts and Issues in the

Philosophy/Sociology of Religion:

--Plato on creation; necessity; perfection;

  fate; and responsibility

--Tylor, Frazer, Durkheim, Eliade, and Turner: 



  animism; magic; ritual; the Sacred; and 



  
  morality.

  Introduction to the study of comparative 



       religion

--Marx and Freud: religion as alienation from

  a healthy personality and society

--Maslow; and Geertz: religion; culture; 



  
  and the construct of self and meaning









WEEK I: 
Reserve articles # 2 (Brewer); and 1 






     (Evans—Pritchard)





WEEK II: 
Reserve articles # 6 (Radin); and 3







(Wolf)





WEEK III: Reserve article # 5
(Pagels)







Rowe, chapter 8 (Freud)





WEEK IV:
Reserve articles by Deloria,







#9 and either #8 or 10

V---IX


The Nature of Religious Experience; Mysticism;

Shamanism; Sexuality; and Revelations

Faith and Reason: Beyond the Rational; Language

Evil and the Reality of God

Death, Immortality, and Finality



WEEK V:
Rowe, chapters 5 and 6




(Mystical Experience;




faith and Reason)





WEEK VI:
Rowe, chapter 7 (Evil)





WEEK VII:
Rowe, chapter 9 (Miracles)





WEEK VIII:  Rowe, chapter 10 (Life After Death)







WEEK IX:
Rowe, chapter 11 (Predestination)

X---XIV


Religion Beyond Theism





Alternatives forms of Religion





WEEK X: Reserve articles by Spong (#4)

WEEK XI: Rowe, chapter 13 (Alternatives to               Theism)

WEEK XII:
Rowe, chapter 12 (Many Religions)

XV--end


Religion and the Meaning of Life?

Reserve articles #7 (Himes); 11 (Bellah)

READINGS ON LIBRARY RESERVE:

#1
Evans-Pritchard, Witchcraft Explains Unfortunate Events

#2
T. Brewer, Touching the past:. The American Indian Pow wow

#3
E. Wolf, The Virgin of Guadalupe

#4
S. Spong, The Signs of the Death of Theism; and




But What About Prayer?

#5
E. Pagels, What Became of God the Mother?

#6
P. Radin, The Winnebago Trickster Figure

#7
M. Himes, A Public Faith: Christian Witness

#8
V. Deloria, Christianity and Indigenous Religion: Friends or                  Enemies?

#9
V. Deloria, An open Letter to the Heads of the Christian                Churches in America

#10
V. Deloria, Appendix 1 

#11
R. Bellah, Search for Meaning in Modern America


