HISTORY 444/POL 444: Modern Japan  




Fall 2003

Instructor: Brandon Palmer


Meetings: By appointment

Class hours: MWF 10:00-10:50pm

Contact: 956-6752 (office); palmerb@hawaii.edu

Course Description: 

This course is a survey of modern Japan.  It traces the origins of its modern ascent in the Tokugawa Bakuhan through the Meiji, Taish(, and Showa era.  It focuses on the internal politics, economics, and social dimensions of each era, as well as Japan’s foreign relations. 
Required Text:

Chalmers Johnson. Japan: Who Governs?
W. Scott Morton. Japan: Its History and Culture.

Readings
These two books are useful in understanding the wider issues discussed in this class.  It is expected that students will read the book and be prepared to discuss the day’s topic.  When preparing your policy paper, please consult the books.

Academic Integrity:

All written work must be composed in a student’s own words.  The ideas of others must be properly cited; no more than five words copied directly from another source (including the Internet) without proper reference will be regarded as plagiarism (a bad bad thing).  Academic dishonesty is punishable by grade reduction, course failure, and will be referred to university authorities for review.  Please consult with me if you have any questions.  It is better to give credit where it is due than to face disciplinary actions.

Students are expected to be respectful of the different views of classmates during debates.  Personal attacks will not be tolerated.

Course Requirements:

A student’s final grade will be based on a combination of: (1) five policy review papers, and (2) examinations. 

Policy Review Paper: This paper is designed to present the background on an issue and the options available to policymakers at that time.  Write it as if you were a low level bureaucrat living at that time.  It should be one and a half to two pages in length, single-spaced paragraphs with double spacing between paragraphs, and 12-point font.  Please see the attached paper for the recommended format.

Paper #1: What options were available to the Meiji genr( to maintain Japan’s sovereignty in an age of imperialism?

Paper #2: Did democracy fail in Japan?  Did the military offer a legitimate path to self-sufficiency and economic recovery?

Paper #3: How might the war have been better executed?

Paper #4: Should Japan rearm?  If so, what are the regional ramifications?

Paper #5: Student’s choice on any issue.  Students will give a five minute presentation on their chosen issue.  And yes, you still need to turn in the typed paper.

Midterm and Final: More information will be provided later.  See schedule for exam dates

Grading
Policy review papers:
150 pts (5@30)
Exams:
100 pts (2@50)


Reading quizes
50 pts (10@5)

A: 300-270
B: 269-240
C: 239-210
D: 209-180
F: 179 or below

Lecture Schedule
August 25

Introduction

August 27

Unification under the Tokugawa [Morton ch. 10]

August 29

Late Tokugawa politics and society [Morton ch 11]

September 1

Holiday

September 3

Tokugawa: Economic foundations for Modernization [Morton ch12] September 5

Tokugawa, 1800-1853 [Morton ch 12]

September 8

Fall of the Tokugawa, 1853-1867

September 10

Fall of the Tokugawa, 1853-1867

September 12

The Meiji Restoration (political aspects) [Morton ch 13]

September 15

The Meiji Restoration (economic and military aspects)

September 17

The Meiji Restoration (social aspects)

September 19

The Meiji Restoration (international aspects) 

September 22

Opposition to the Meiji government  {Policy Paper #1 Due}

September 24

Meiji Imperialism (1873-1900)

September 26

Meiji Imperialism (1900-1910)

September 29

World War I and the Siberian Intervention





October 1

Taisho Democracy [Morton ch 14]

October 3

Taisho economy

October 6

Japan’s foreign relations in the 1920s

October 8

Taisho: The social aspects

October 10

Rise of Militarism Failure of democracy?

October 13

Holiday: Columbus Day

October 15

Rise of Militarism: Foreign aspects [Morton ch 15]

October 17

Japan’s colonial empire {Policy Paper #2}

October 20

The Second Sino-Japanese War

October 22

The Pacific War: International aspects

October 24

The Pacific War: the homefront

October 27

Defeat {Policy Paper #3}

October 29

Video: Graveyard of the Fireflies
October 31

Video: Graveyard of the Fireflies
November 3

SCAP and the War Crimes Trials [Morton ch 16]

November 5

The 1950s [Johnson, “The Foundations of Japan’s Wealth”]

November 7

The 1960s [Johnson, “Japan: Who Governs?: An Essay . . .”]

November 10

The peace movement

November 12

The 1970s  [Morton ch 17]

November 14

The 1980s [Johnson, “Tanaka Kakuei”]

November 17

The 1990s [Morton, 229-231

November 19

Should Japan rearm? [Johnson, “Relections on the Dilemma . . .”]

November 21

Japan and the wider world [Morton, 231-234] {Policy Paper #4}

November 24

Education and Manga [Morton, 251-255, 260-261]

November 26

Human rights in Japan

November 28

Holiday: Thanksgiving

December 1

Women in Japan [Morton, 257-260]

December 3

Student Presentations {Policy Paper #5}
December 5

Student Presentations


Final Exam time and date will be announced later

The Americans with Disability Act requires that reasonable accommodations be provided for students with hearing, vision, speech, and other disabilities.  Please contact me at the beginning of the semester so I can accommodate your needs.

Name

Date

Class


Policy Paper #1 (Or the topic to be addressed)

Hypothetically: Should Korea be colonized?

Use these four headings for your paper.
Issue at hand: In this section you should give a concise overview of the problem and its relevance to Japan.  Basically, give the reasons why the nation’s leaders need to address this issue.

Korea (aka Ch(sen) has proven unable to effectively modernize and stave off Western encroachment.  The Russians are increasing their economic and military presence in Korea and Manchuria.  It is entirely possible that Korea will become a Russian colony.  (And so on)  
Background: Offer information that the policymakers need to competently make a decision.

The Korean elites are of two minds.  One group favors an alliance with Russia, and the other looks to Japan for guidance.  However, the Koreans are anti-Japanese, especially following the our involvement in the assassination of Queen Min.  Korea’s leader, King Kojong, is corrupt and fickle.  His overall incompetence increases the volatility of the situation.  
Russia’s interest in Korea stems from its desire to find a warm water port in the Pacific. . . .

Options available: Review what options were available to Japan’s leaders at that time. Take care not to include anachronistic information.  For example, the United Nations did not exist in 1900.

Japan has three possible courses of action.  First, we can allow Korea to pursue its own foreign relations.  Should this course be chosen, we can extend more loans and offer military advisors... 

Second, we can assassinate the king and hope for a revolution . . 
Third,.Japan can increase its economic and political presence in Korea through various means.  The king is pliable and will likely grant Japanese businessmen mining concessions.  Through this means, we can gain a greater political presence. . . .
Recommended Course: In this section, you eliminate the options you dislike and offer support for the course of action you prefer.  Your selection does not need to be the one Japan chose.  However, you need offer sound reasoning for you choice.

Allowing Korea to pursue its own foreign policy poses a serious security threat to Japan.  Should Korea become a colony of Russia, . . . .

As per assassination, . . .. 

The most reasonable and realistic option is to . . ..
