CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY

POS/HIST 343: History, Politics, and Culture of Southeast Asia

Kaneohe; Spring 2003, Tues  1730-2140



Instructor: John du Toit

Phone: 638–7486  / jmdutoit@hotmail.com
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COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course examines an important and fascinating region (encompassing Brunei, Burma, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Vietnam, and recently-created East Timor.)  We’ll cover much ground, from early  prehistory to the present, including politics, economics, development, and international relations.  This course is cross listed for either history or political science credit. We’ll approach the region from both academic perspectives; students may emphasize whichever suits their preference.  World history and political science background would be helpful, but is not absolutely required. 

TEXT: Southeast Asia: Past and Present,  by D.R. SarDesai. 1997, Westview Press, 4th Edition.

EVALUATION:    90% of the class grade will be based on out-of-class writing assignments, the remaining 10% will come from in-class tests.  Nine short essays answering any nine of the questions found below in the syllabus (at the end of each topic section) make up the 90%.  Each question/answer counts an equal 10%.  Answers will vary in length, but should probably average at least a few pages each.  Good content, expressed in the student’s own words, with references when required, is key. Students may turn these in at any time.  If you want feedback or the opportunity to make revisions, get them in early.  Otherwise they’ll be due by the last day of class, or for questions on material covered last, no later than October 7 (three days after the last day of class.)  But beware!  Don’t fall behind.  This is a short and intense semester.  Get the work done early if you have time. All nine essays must be completed to pass the class.  The remaining 10% of the course grade will come from several (possibly nightly) short and unintimidating pop quizzes throughout the semester.  These will be based on class notes and readings, and designed mainly to encourage students to keep up and be prepared with the material. Improving scores may boost borderline final grades. All  grading will be based on a standard grading scale (90-100%=A, etc..)  Students must sign in every day; more than two evenings unexcused absence may result in failure of the course.  Note: much class material is not in the text!  The instructor will be available for individual consultation after class, and may be phoned at home during daylight hours.  

ON THE WEB: There are many websites devoted to Southeast Asia as a region or focusing on individual countries.   For starters only, try current news at 1) CNN.com  …go to Asia and then Southeast Asia, 2) Southeastasianews.net, or 3) http://www.southeastasianews.com/.  Quick country information is available from the 1) CIA World Factbooks, from 2) the State Department website’s Country Background Notes, and 3) the Library of Congress’ Country Studies, as well as various encyclopedias.  The BBC’s Asia-Pacific  site has current news and short country backgrounders at http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/default.stm.  But there’s much more out there!

ACADEMIC HONESTY:  Chaminade’s policies regarding academic honesty are explicit.  No student may give or receive help from another during examinations,  may hand in or cause to be handed in another’s work as his/her own,  nor engage in plagiarism in any form.  Knowledge of cheating without reporting it is equally improper and unfair to other students. Plagiarism is copying or quoting the written work of another without giving appropriate credit.  Failure to adhere to these standards may result in a grade of  “F” for the assignment or the course, as well as referral to the academic dean.

ALL WORK DUE BY LAST DAY OF CLASS

******* CELL  PHONES OFF *************

I. OVERVIEW and BACKGROUND  (Ch.1; April 8)
A) Geography; Eleven nations.

B) Ethnic, Religious, and Political Diversity

C) Earliest history.

· Feudalism and state formation: agro-bureaucratic and trade-based.

· Influences from India and China. 

· India: Trade, stateformation, government models, Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam.

· China: Confucianism, government, and tribute system  .
Discuss the lasting impact of China and India on Southeast Asia: when, where, in what ways did the influence take place, what cultural elements were transferred?   
II. MAJOR KINGDOMS AND EMPIRES  (Ch.’s 2-6; April 15)
  Mainland Southeast Asia      
(dates are generalizations)
       Insular Southeast Asia
 *Funan   esp. 100 – 600AD

      (southern Cambodia)                                                                         On Sumatra:








                                *Srivijaya   esp. 600s-1000s                      

  [also Champa,  100 – 1720,






           (to 1300s) 

     in southern Vietnam]

 *Khmer   esp. 900 – 1200s                                                                            

 (northerly Cambodia 600s-1400s)                                                                

      [also Champa, Laos]                                                                           On Java:
                                                                                                                       Sailendras  700s, 800s

*Burma     *Thailand    *Vietnam                                                       Mataram    900s                                                                                                                                                                              

(esp.1000s)    (“Siam”)     (N. indep. 939)                                                   *Singosari  1222-1292                                                                   

***********************  1200s:  Mongols (Yuan Dynasty, China) ******************

                      *Thailand    *Vietnam                                                      *Majahapit  1293-1520        

                                                                                                                              [also Srivijaya]

 [also *Burma, esp. after 1500; Laos; Khmer]                                        On Malay Peninsula:            

                                                                                                                           Melaka  1400s

                                                                                                                     On Borneo:

                                                                                                                           Brunei  1400s

AT 1800:

*Burma     *Thailand    *Vietnam    [Laos;  Cambodia]                  Many small Sultanates

                                                 (unified)

Discuss, with examples, some of the common factors in the formation and deterioration of states – in the rise and fall of these empires.

III. RISE OF EUROPEAN COLONIALISM  (TEXT PT. II; April 22)
Early Contact and “Mercantile” Trading Empires, 1500s – 1700s.  (Ch.’s 5 – 7)

A. Portugal at Melaka  (also China, Japan, Indonesia.)

B. Dutch at Indonesia (also Japan, China.)

C. French at Indochina, Thailand.

D. British (mainly India, China.)

E. Spain at Philippines.

Late “Capitalist” Phase, 1800s – 20th c. – Colonialism Peaks.   (Ch.’s 7 – 11)

A. Dutch: Indonesia.

B. British:  Singapore, Malaya, Brunei, Burma.

C. French:  Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos.

D. Spain/U.S.:  Philippines. A “classic colonial economy.”
E. Thailand: Not colonized. Rama IV: Mongkut; Rama V: Chulalongkorn. 

Impact of colonialism.  Modernization-, world system-, and statist theory. Overseas Chinese.

Describe and compare the colonial experience in Southeast Asia: impact; characteristics; who, where,  and why?
Describe in detail the colonial experience of any one Southeast Asian country. (This question can be repeated for different countries.)

IV. DECLINE OF COLONIALISM   (TEXT PT. III)
Nationalism and Independence Movements overview. (Ch. 12)

Philippines (Ch. 13); Burma (Ch. 15); Malaya (Ch. 18); Singapore; Brunei; Indonesia (Ch. 14); Vietnam (Ch. 16); Cambodia and Laos (Ch. 18); Thailand (Ch. 16)

Describe and compare the growth of nationalism and decolonization in Southeast Asia: compare and explain the different experiences in different places.
Describe in detail the growth of nationalism and the decolonization experience of any one Southeast Asian country. (This question can be repeated for different countries.)

V.  INDEPENDENT PERIOD (TEXT PT. IV; April 29)
Overview of Southeast Asian political systems.  Political development background: political modernization in Europe and the U.S.; political development theory (state centralization, capacity, autonomy; nationalism; legitimacy; accountability; parties; civil society, etc). Explaining Southeast Asian political characteristics. 

Philippines  (Ch. 19)
1946-1972: Shallow, personalist democracy (Pres. Roxas through early Marcos.)

1972-1986: Marcos martial law and authoritarian rule.

1986-2003: Pres.’s Aquino, Ramos, Estrada, Macapagal-Arroyo.

Clientelism.  Armed insurgencies. Foreign relations.

Burma  (Ch. 20; May  6)
Aung San

1948-1962: Attempt to achieve democracy.  U Nu. 

1962-2003: Military authoritarian rule.  

--1962-’88: Gen. Ne Win;  isolation.

--1988-’97: SLORC; reforms; Myanmar.

--1997-’03: SPDC: State Peace and Development Council. 

Aung San Suu Kyi / NLD.  Foreign relations.

Thailand   (Ch.’s 16, 21)
Constitutional Revolution of 1932.

1932-2002: Military and bureaucratic dominance, with parliamentary institutions. 

--1938-’45, 1948-’57: Gen. Phibun.

--1957-‘73: Sarit and Thanom.

--1973: Great Tragedy leads to civilian government.

--1976-’88: Military rule with liberalization.

--1988-’91: Chatichai.

--1991-’92: Military rule: Gen.’s Sundhara and Suchinda; P.M. Anand.

--1992: Silent Coup attempted; King Phumiphol intervenes. Several civilian administrations since.

The Thai political system.  Foreign relations. 

Indonesia  (Ch. 22; May 13)
1950-1957:  Sukarno attempts parliamentary democracy.

1959-1965:  Sukarno’s Guided Democracy.

1967-1998:  Suharto’s New Order: politics and foreign relations. 

1998-2003:  Suharto’s fall. Pres.’s  Habibie, Wahid,  Megawati Sukarnoputri.

East Timor, Aceh, Irian Jaya. 

Malaysia  (Ch. 23; May 20)
Economic and political overview.

Ethnic Authoritarianism; Emergency; the Ethnic Bargain; MalaySia; 
May 13, 1969; the New Economic Policy.

Government Institutions and Parties; P.M. Mahathir Mohamad (1981-);
Political Islam; foreign relations. 

Singapore  (p. 298-)
Lee Kuan Yew; PAP; ethnic neutrality.

Democratic socialism; benevolent paternalism.

One party dominant system. Leninist organization.

Footnote: “Asian values.”

Brunei  (p. 305-)

Constitutional sultanate.  Shellfare.

Vietnam  (Ch.’s 24, 25; May 27)
1945-1954:  First Indochina War (Ho Chi Minh and Viet Minh v. France / U.S.)

1954-1957:  (“Lull”)

1957-1964:  Civil War heats up.

1964-1973:  Second Indochina War (U.S. v. NLF / DRV)

SRV Government.

1977-1988:  Cambodia intervention (Third and Fourth Indochinese Wars.)

Doi Moi; foreign relations.

Cambodia  (p. 321-)
1953-1970:  P.M. Prince Norodom Sihanouk.

1970-1975:  Lon Nol rightist coup; U.S. support.   Khmer Rouge insurgency starts.

1975-1978:  Pol Pot and K.R. rule.

1978:  Vietnam occupation installs Hun Sen and Heng Samrin.

1992-1993:  UNTAC (U.N. Transitional Authority Cambodia).

1997:  Hun Sen coup.

1998:  Reconciliation.

Laos  (p. 323-)
1953-1973:  P.M. Souvanna Phouma attempts unity coalitions, but many coups (leftist, centrist, and U.S.-supported rightist).  Also Pathet Lao communist insurgency and Vietnam War.

1973:  Coalition government and elections.

1975:  Pathet Lao government: LPRP.

1988:  Reforms begin. 

Discuss, with examples, the problems of political development in Southeast Asia.

Describe the independence-period history and/or politics of any Southeast Asian country. (This question can be repeated for different countries.)

Compare and contrast the political and economic systems of Southeast Asia. OR  Make a chart comparing the economic- and political systems (and/or their independence-period histories) of the ten countries we covered. 

Asian values were discussed several times this semester; what are they and how are they related to governance?

*Research and discuss current political, security,  or economic issues in any Southeast Asian country, and relate that to this course’s content. (Question can be repeated for different countries.) 

*Discuss the history, birth, and issues faced by East Timor.
VI.  INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS(June 3)
Regional treaties and organization: SEATO, FPDA, ANZUS, NAM, AND ASEAN / ZOPFAN / SEANWFZ / ARF / CSCAP.

U.S., Japan, China.  South China Sea.  Terrorism.

Discuss efforts at multilateral cooperation and integration in Southeast Asia. 

Discuss the issues surrounding sovereignty over the South China Sea.

*Discuss international terrorism as it relates to Southeast Asia.

*Research and discuss in detail the international relations of any one Southeast Asian country.

*Research and discuss the Law of the Sea as it relates to Southeast Asia.

VII.  ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT(June 10)
Background, context, and issues. 

Import-Substitution Industrialization v. Export Promotion.  Footnote on social science theory.

Asian financial crisis;  on the “authoritarian advantage.”

Regional integration (ASEAN, APEC, ADB, etc.)

Discuss the various economic development strategies implemented in the region.  What are the current trends in economic management?

Discuss the causes and consequences of the Asian financial crisis.

*Note: Questions marked with an asterisk* will require some additional research beyond what is available in the book and the class notes. 
