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Course Description: 




Although the Vietnam War ended nearly thirty years ago, questions about it continue to haunt the Vietnamese and American people. What, for example, did the United States hope to accomplish in Vietnam? What enabled a poorly armed and economically struggling people to thwart the efforts of the richest and most powerful nation in the world? This course addresses these questions by examining: 1) the pre-war history of the Vietnamese people; 2) how and why the United States became involved in Vietnam; 3) the course of the Vietnam conflict; and 4) the anti-war movement.

Textbook:
Hess, Gary. Vietnam and the United States. New York: 

Twayne Publishers, 1998.

Learning Outcomes:

· Gain an understanding of the key people, events, and developments of the Vietnam War.

· Refine writing and cognitive skills through weekly essays and class discussion.

· Become proficient in functioning in an on-line learning environment and in the use of on-line resources related to the Vietnam War.

Course Requirements:

· Write a weekly essay of approximately 300-500 words in length commenting on the main points of each weekly lecture and assigned reading from the text. Essays should emphasize insight and interpretation as to the significance of your points rather than recitation of factual information.

· Participate in the Discussion Boards by logging on at least twice weekly and offering a new comment or question, or responding to a classmate’s. Comments and responses should be detailed and thoughtful.

· Complete reading of assigned textbook at a measured pace that will ensure timely completion.

· Take a proctored final examination, to be comprised of a comprehensive essay of approximately 1,000 words, discussing the main points of the course material.

Grades:
Weekly essays:



50%

Discussion Board participation: 

25%

Final examination:



25%

Your essays, Discussion Board participation, and final examination will be evaluated in comparison with your classmates’ performance in these endeavors.

Grading Scale:



A:  
Better than average class performance; all assignments fulfilled

B: 
Average class performance; all assignments fulfilled

C: 
Less than average class performance; all assignments fulfilled

D: 
Less than average class performance: some assignments missing

F:
Poor performance on essays; little or no participation in Discussion Boards;


numerous assignments missing

Consultation: 
Via e-mail at any time, or by phone. Appointment for phone consultation should be scheduled in advance by e-mail. When calling, please remember that I am located in Hawaii, which is 5 hours earlier than Eastern Standard Time during Daylight Savings Time, and 6 hours otherwise. 

Academic Integrity:

It is important for you to keep in mind that your essays must be in your words, however humble. Your essays are not evaluated on compositional excellence, but on quality of insight. Please understand that after some 30 years of reading student writing—and of reading and researching the corpus of professionally produced writing on our subject--it is instantly recognizable to me when a submission is not a student’s own work.

My policy is to submit anything that arouses the slightest suspicion to Turnitin.com, an academic service to which I subscribe that utilizes an algorithm-based methodology to compare the suspect sample to all published material on the Internet. Keep in mind that the Internet these days includes many web-based counterparts of conventionally published materials (meaning that, if it’s been published anywhere in print—whether in an old encyclopedia, a magazine or newspaper, or in a brand-new best-seller—it’s probably on the Internet somewhere). If Turnitin indicates that there is a significant match between your work and a previously published source, disciplinary measures will be exacted.

Lecture Schedule:

All lectures are derived from: 

Vietnam, by Stanley Karnow; New York, Penguin Books, 1979

Lecture 1:
The period of French colonial domination of Vietnam and the rise of Ho Chi-minh toward the end of World War II.

Lecture 2:
U.S. reaction to the Viet-Minh ouster of the French; considering Vietnam in the context of the Cold War, including the establishment of the Peoples’ Republic of China and the Korean War

Lecture 3:
Establishment of the Diem government with support of U.S. monetary help and advisors; course of Diem’s presidency through the 1963 coup

Lecture 4:
Post-Diem governments’ struggles for control as South Vietnamese army disintegrates; commencement of U.S. bombing raids of the north; arrival of first American combat troops

Lecture 5:
Viet-Minh and FLN response to American build-up

Lecture 6:
Effects of Hanoi’s growing socialization of the north and results of U.S. bombing and guerrilla and conventional warfare

Lecture 7:
Tet, 1968; Johnson’s decision to call partial halt to bombing

Lecture 8:
Impact of the war on Cambodia and Laos

Lecture 9:
Increased Vietnamization; withdrawal of U.S. ground troops; exchange of prisoners; U.S. détente with China and Russia

Lecture 10:
Polarization of U.S. opinion about American involvement in Vietnam; expression of public opinion; the making of public policy

Lecture 11:
Impact of the war on public faith as American soldiers return home

Lecture 12:
Legacies of the war: veterans’ issues such as Post-Traumatic Stress and effects of Agent Orange; ecological impact on Vietnam; exodus of Vietnamese and their resettlement in the U.S.; diminished status of U.S. military establishment

