PAGE  
3

Chaminade University of Honolulu




 Winter Evening Term, 2004

MEDIEVAL LIFE AND THOUGHT: HI 322 / RE 322
Instructor: Daniel C. Holtrop

Course Syllabus

Address: Education Center, 27 Elben Road, Camp Smith

Meeting Time: Thursday Evenings, January 15-March 18 inclusive, 5:40-9:30 p.m.

Instructor Phone: 834-2305 (H)

Instructor Email Address: holtrop@onemain.com
Office Hours: By arrangement; and before and after class

Description

Catalog Description: This course integrates the perspectives of history and religion into the study of medieval Europe (ca. 500-1500 C.E.).  Religious history combines insight into the nature of religious experiences and structures with a proper understanding of their political, economic, and social setting.  Fulfills interdisciplinary course requirement.  Cross-listed as RE 322.  


Explanation: In this upper-division course, intended mostly for history or religion majors, we study the developments of the postclassical millenium of Western history.  Thus, we will discuss the background and try to explain everything distinctive about what later became modern Western civilization.  Our field of study will encompass competition between various ideas, the rise and fall of empires, making and losing wealth, and what daily life was like for various people.  The course will not focus only on religion, but it will allow students to examine theological and structural religious developments over time, yielding a more robust understanding of the Catholic, Orthodox and Protestant strands of Christianity that exist today.  In addition, we will conduct a review of the first 800 years of interaction between the West and Islam, an invaluable background for trying to understand current world ideological and geopolitical conflict.

General Purpose of the Course

The goal of the course is to assist students to become more informed about medieval history and religion, in the process becoming able to query, perform research, explain, dialogue and debate about it.  This course is especially important for history and religion majors, considering the breadth and scope of its subject.  We will examine the complex relationships that have promoted change within Western Europe, as well as Western Europe's relationship with Eastern Europe and Islam.  We will investigate how the medieval world differed from the ancient and modern worlds on the one hand, and how it provided continuity or foreshadowing of historical developments outside of the time period, on the other.  In the process we will attain a sense of medieval history in its own terms, and we will better integrate our own understanding of faith and reason.  (The course is designed to make you better students and citizens, but if in the process it aids you religiously or makes others think you are smart, then so much the better.)

Course Objectives
With your participation, we can make this course an important and enjoyable part of your educational experience.  More specifically, by the time you finish the course you will:

1. Know major themes in the development of medieval civilization and culture;

2. Think and communicate historically to comprehend the human experience, explaining context, causation, significance, and how history is a process, not simply a parade of unconnected events;

3. Have improved your proficiency in performing analytical reading and research, critical thinking and writing, listening, and expressing your ideas persuasively in oral and written form, with evidence; and

4. Have learned more to respect, understand, and evaluate the thoughts of others, and to cultivate the life-long habit of learning.

Course Requirements

Your grade in this course will be based on the following.  Each of the items listed below will be described to you in more detail in class, verbally or in writing.  The dates each activity will be done, or is due to be turned in, are indicated in the Schedule portion of this syllabus.



Activity:





Possible Points:

Participation 
(Attendance 50, Reports 50, Discussions 100)

200


Journals
(25 each for 8 weeks, weeks #2-9)


200

Midterm Exam







150


Term Paper







200


Final Exam







250

Special--Your Two Bits: If you compose essay questions that end up chosen for the exam, you earn two bonus course points each.  If you submit ID terms that are used on the exam, you earn one point each.

Grading Scale


950-1000:
A

770-799:
C+


900-949:
A-

730-769:
C


870-899:
B+

700-729:
C-


830-869:
B

670-699:
D+


800-829:
B-

600-669:
D






0-<600:

F

Required and Other Readings
Buy: Hollister, C. Warren and Bennett, Judith M.  Medieval Europe: A Short History, 9th ed. (2002).


Additionally, students will need to research other primary and secondary sources for their individual term papers and their research reports.


Besides university and base libraries, and the internet, I have additional materials you may use.


You are expected to actually do the required reading before class, to think about it, and to write a journal entry on it.  (Journal questions will be provided; you may write your own with permission.)  The essay exams will feature several short-item ID terms to check your class and reading knowledge as well.

Plagiarism


Don't plagiarize any written work at all.  You must make reference to ideas you borrow from others, and you must quote others' words that you use directly.  We will discuss this more than once.

The journals in this class are more to plumb your thoughts and show you did the work than to write profound ground-breaking treatises.  So use your own words, and cite any ideas you borrow.

I would have to give a "0" (not just an F) to plagiarized work, and possibly fail the student in the class and recommend disciplinary action to the school (and military command, if appropriate).


Please ask, either in class or in private, if you have any questions about the definition of plagiarism or how to draw the line in any specific confusing situation of scholarship.

Research/Term Paper

The research/term paper must be your own work on a topic of your choice, approved by me.  We will discuss the paper in class at various times in the course, and I will be available for your individual questions.  If you give me a clean draft two weeks before the deadline, I will proofread it and get it back to you with recommendations within one week so that you have time to polish and improve it.


You will be making a preliminary report to class about your findings and thesis for your paper.  The class will discuss factual and historiographical questions you have posed, and results you have found.  Reports will be staggered over the weeks, possibly matching subjects as they come up in class.

Course Atmosphere


This course is meant to feel like a seminar discussion, and not just a lecture course.  We will need your input on the readings, research and issues presented.  Don't rob your classmates of your wisdom.


Have fun with this course!  When we all learn from each other we each benefit.  Those lords and peasants actually lived over the 1,000 years we are studying, and bequeathed their world to you.
COURSE SCHEDULE (subject to change):

WEEK

TOPIC





READING   /
ASSIGNMENTS

_____________________________________________________________________________________

THE EARLY MIDDLE AGES: THE BIRTH OF EUROPE

Jan.15

I.    Introduction





A. Introductions and Expectations

B. Course Topics

C. The Late Classical Mediterranean World

*Special email assignment this week: Email ME to say you have re-read the entire syllabus, and to comment on it, the course, the book, and your 1st ideas on a paper topic/Q's/thesis/sources.  You will earn up to 25 Journal Pts.  You may then use this grade later to replace your lowest journal grade in the course!

Jan.22

II.   Western Decline; Rise of Christianity
Read: Intro 
Prelim. Paper Topics
A. Transforming the Roman World
 + Chaps.1-2


B. Rise of Christianity

C. Wane of the West

Jan.29

III.  Early Successors of Rome


Chaps.3-4
FINAL TOPICS DUE

A. Endurance of Byzantium



(Individual Reports)
B. "Christendom" in the West

Feb. 5

IV.   New Empires in the 7th to 9th Centuries
Chaps.5-6
(Individual Reports)
A. Growth and Spread of Islam

B. The Carolingian Empire

Feb.12

V.    From Invasions to Takeoff


Chaps.7-8


A. Fragmentation, Invasion and Reorganization

B. Economic Takeoff and Scientific Change

C. IN-CLASS MIDTERM ESSAY EXAM 


CENTRAL MIDDLE AGES: REFORM, REVIVAL AND EXPANSION

Feb.19

VI.   Paths to God, Paths to Power

Chaps.9-10  
Individual Reports
A. New Paths to God

B. Conquests, Crusades and Persecutions

Feb.26

VII.  Papal and State Growth


Chaps.11-12
Individual Reports



A. The Papacy and the Holy Roman Empire




B. England and France

Mar. 4

VIII. Culture and Crisis



Chaps.13-14
TERM PAPERS DUE



A. Literature, Art and Thought



(Individual Reports)



B. Famine, Plague and Recovery


LATER MIDDLE AGES: CRISIS AND CREATIVITY

Mar.11

IX.   Sovereignty and Dynamism

Chaps.15-16
(Individual Reports)



A. Toward the Sovereign State




B. Diversity and Change in Late Medieval Culture

Mar.18

X.    IN-CLASS FINAL ESSAY EXAM
