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I. COURSE DESCRIPTION:
We will explore the nature and history of anthropological and sociological theory from a variety of perspectives. Throughout the course, several fundamental areas and questions will be addressed:

---What is 'theory'? What insights are gained from its study?

---Who are some of the great thinkers in anthropology and             sociology?

---What perspectives did they contribute to their disciplines and     to our understanding of society?
---What is human nature? How constant is human nature? Can it be      modified? Is there some human nature which all people possess      despite cultural variation?

---What is so scientific about the behavioral sciences?

---What insights do social science theories provide about the

   American people: historically and today?

II. TEXT:

Cuzzort and King, Social Thought into the 21st. Century 

3 additional readings will be placed on library reserve    

III. ORGANIZATION OF THE COURSE/GRADES:
Although this course will consist primarily of lectures, discussion times will be set up to encourage students to raise questions and reflect on the class material. Your  course grades will be determined as follows:

five essay exams, including a non—cumulative final. Each has equal weight, and each will draw upon both class lectures and assigned readings. Some of these essays will be take home; some in class.

It is expected that students be present on the days that exams are administered and that all assignments be submitted on the dates due. Students are not automatically entitled to make up exams or to other forms of extensions. It is always up to the discretion of the instructor to determine if and when makeups or extensions are given and with what grade penalties.

Attendance will be taken into account in a significant manner in the final computation of your grade. Students who accumulate more than four (unexcused) absences will have their final grade lowered according to the discretion of the instructor.(Education is a community experience)

I encourage students to make appointments to meet with me throughout the semester; I do not enjoy teaching a classroom full of strangers.
TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE

WEEK



TOPICS

─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────
WEEK I


Discussion of syllabus

On the Nature of Theory

READ: C&K ch IV, Peter Berger

WEEKS II/III/IV
The perspectives of Hobbes; Rousseau; and

Tocqueville: their relevance for sociology and anthropology






READ: C&K ch IX, Durkheim

WEEKS V/VI/VII

Durkheim; Hegel; and Marx

READ: on reserve, Durkheim, Anomy and Modern Life

READ: C&K ch XI: Marx

READ: C&K ch X: Weber

WEEKS VIII/IX/X
Weber: Insights and Methodology

Social Evolution; the Comparative Method;

Boas and Historical Particularism

Birth of the American School of Anthropology

Theory; Ethnography; Let the Natives Speak

READ: C&K ch XVI: M. Mead

READ: on reserve, Weber, The Disenchantment of Modern Life

READ: C&K ch XIV, Sorokin

WEEKS XI/XII/XIII
Functionalism in Anthropology and Sociology





Conflict Theory (revisited)

Toward a Micro Perspective: Ethnography       (revisited)

READ: C&K ch XV: C.W. Mills





READ: C&K ch VII: Goffman

Conclusion
  
Unresolved Issues In the Behavioral Sciences:

The Nature and Purpose of Theory and          Research:





Critical Theory (Habermas)





Anthropology as Critique 

READ: C&K: TBA



  

READ: reserve article TBA
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I. COURSE DESCRIPTION:
We will explore the nature and history of theory in both anthropology and sociology from a variety of perspectives. Throughout the course, several fundamental questions and issues will be addressed from the following:

---How is society (social order) possible?

---What is human nature?

---What is the relationship between theory and critique; theory

   and ethics?

---What is the purpose of theory?

---Is a science of human behavior possible (or even desirable)?

---Nature of the Geisteswissenschaften

---The Problem of Particularism and the Quest for Universality

---Problems of modernity and post-modernity

---Social Evolution; Comparative Method; Theories of Race

II. SELECTED TOPICS:

This course will focus on the seminal contributions of several of the following theorists: Tylor; Boas; Kroeber; Malinowski; Mead; Evans-Pritchard; Levi-Strauss; M. Douglas; Durkheim; Weber; Hegel; Marx; Simmel; GH Mead;
Parsons; RK Merton; Goffman; Geertz; Harris; Foucault and Habermas. 

III. TEXT:

--Cuzzort and King, Twentieth-Century Social Thought

--in addition, several articles will be placed on library reserve

  (by Boas; Mead; Malinowski; Harris; and Geertz)

IV. ORGANIZATION OF THE COURSE/GRADES:
We will meet approximately 6—7 to discuss the readings assigned.

In addition the student will write two essays  (five to seven pages each) on topics in this field.

TENTATIVE COURSE OUTLINE
WEEK





─────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────────
I



On the Nature of Theory

Possessive Individualism
Ideologies of Progress

READ:  TBA

II--III


Hobbes; Locke; Montesquieu; Rousseau

The Emergence of Sociology and Anthropology

Social Evolution: Tylor and Morgan,

Comte and Durkheim 

READ: C&K ch II: Durkheim

IV--V


Hegel and Marx

READ: C&K ch IV: Marx

READ: articles on reserve

V
 


Weber and Simmel

READ: C&K ch III

VI--VIII


The Study of Culture:





Kroeber; Boas; Malinowski

Functionalism and Conflict Theory

READ: C&K ch VII and ch VIII

VIII--IX


Contributions of Geertz; Levi-Strauss; and





Douglas





READ: folder on reserve

X



Critical Theory and Modernity

READ: folder on reserve

