
Assigned Textbooks:
•

	

George Ritzer, Sociological Theory, 4th ed., 1995, New York: McGraw-Hill.

•

	

Jay MacLeod, Ain't No Makin' It: Aspirations & Attainment In A Low-Income
Neighborhood, 1995, revised ed., Boulder: Westview Press.
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Overview of the Course, Strategies, and Goals
This course addresses the development of significant theoretical frameworks and schools of
thought, which have broadly informed the behavioral sciences during the last century. We will
examine the works of selected individuals -- from Karl Marx and Max Weber to Pierre
Bourdieu, Michel Foucault, and many others -- who have developed and contributed to the
elaboration of these perspectives. Our task, as readers of this literature, will be to acquire a
sense of the diversity of thought that exists with the social sciences, and to appreciate the
strengths and weaknesses of each approach.

While anthropology and sociology are academic disciplines with scientific concerns, they are
also humanistic endeavors. Thus, sociologists and anthropologists ultimately seek to apply
theoretical perspectives to practical problems of everyday human existence. The primary
emphasis of this course, then, is to develop a shared body of concepts and theories which will
facilitate -- through group discussions -- the achievement of greater understanding and
insights into the nature of contemporary social issues and cultural experiences.

Examinations, Writing Assignments, and Attendance
Two brief examinations (each worth 25 per cent of your final grade) will combine short answer
and essay formats. Makeup exams may be allowed without penalty only i f prior arrangements
are made.

A research paper is required (6-8 pages, plus references, typewritten, double-spaced, due
March 22). Your task is to take the perspective of a particular theorist (or school of thought)
and apply it to a contemporary social issue or problem. That is, after having described a
specific issue, how would your selected theorist analyze and explain the nature of a given
problem, and what sort of solutions might he or she recommend? You may pursue a topic of
contemporary significance that is of your own interest, but please confer with the instructor as
to appropriateness of your selection. It is expected that you will utilize a reasonable body of
literature, and properly cite these sources in your paper. Students will share with each other
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Date

	

Topic

	

Reading Assignment

Aug. 06

	

Jay MacLeod: The Reproduction of Society

	

read Ain't No Makin' It
class 5

	

Mid-Term Exam

	

(Take-Home)

Aug. 13

	

Exchange, Network, & Rational Choice Theory

	

R Ch. 11
class 6

	

Contemporary Feminist Theory

	

R Ch. 12

Aug. 20

	

Micro-Macro Integration

	

R Ch. 13
class 7

	

Agency-Structure Integration

	

R Ch. 14

Aug. 27

	

Contemporary Theories of Modernity

	

R Ch. 15
class 8

	

Structuralism, Poststructuralism, & the

	

R Ch. 16
Emergence of Postmodern Social Thought

Sep. 03

	

Contemporary Issues in Social Theory --
class 9

Appendix: Sociological Metatheorizing &

	

pp. 621-650
a Metatheoretical Schema for
Analyzing Sociological Theory

Class presentations & informal discussion of papers
Paper Due

Sep. 10

	

Class presentations & informal discussion of papers (cont'd)
class 10

	

Final Exam Due
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the results of your research in an informal classroom presentation near the end of the course.
Your paper (and presentation) will count 25 per cent of your final grade.

The remaining 25 per cent of your grade will be based upon attendance and weekly class
participation assignments. Each student will be assigned on a weekly basis the task of
preparing a verbal summary of a specific topic, which is part of that week's readings.
Students' informal summaries will serve to initiate class discussions about particular topics,
and lay the groundwork for investigations of related issues.

Class attendance and participation is very important -- I can't overemphasize this. Being
prepared for class is equally important, that is, having read the assignment prior to class so
you can listen and/or participate intelligently. The success of this class depends upon all of
us sharing information, and deciding what it all means through discussion. Lectures will
supplement, not reiterate, the information within the textbooks.

Grading Scale
Your grade for the course will be based on the following formula:

100+ points = A+ 1199-90 = A 1189-80 = B 1179-70 = C 1169-60 = D 11

Reading Assignments
The following schedule outlines the topics to be covered in each class, and the respective
reading assignments from Ritzer's Sociological Theory, which will be addressed and
discussed during that class.
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Date Topic Reading Assignment

July 09 Introduction to this Course
class 1 Sociological Theory: The Early Years Ritzer (R) Ch. 1

July 16 Karl Marx: Dialectical Materialism R Ch. 2
class 2 Emile Durkheim: Social Structure R Ch. 3

Max Weber R Ch. 4

July 23 Georg Simmel R Ch. 5
class 3 Sociological Theory: The Later Years R Ch. 6

Structural Functionalism, Neofunctionalism, & R Ch. 7
Conflict Theory

July 30 Varieties of Neo-Marxian Thought R Ch. 8
class 4 Symbolic Interactionism R Ch. 9

Ethnomethodology R Ch. 10


