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COURSE DESCRIPTION

Students will study the theology and spirituality that arise in the context of the Christian experience of sacrament in the world. They will study the historical development of the theology underlying the ritual practice of each of the traditional sacraments. They will also study the renewal in theology and liturgical practice associated with contemporary use of the sacraments in worship.

OBJECTIVES

On completion of this course, students will be able to:
· discuss the historical foundations of the sacraments;

· describe the significance and meaning of the sacraments to the Church community;

· understand the correlation between the ritual celebration and the symbolic meaning of the sacrament;

· acknowledge the sacred in the ordinary.

Organizational Theme:

Marianist Educational Philosophy

The choice of content, the pedagogy selected, and the fulfillment of the course objectives rely on the organizational theme. The organizational theme around which the course is constructed is derived from the document, “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.”

· Educate for formation in faith;

· Provide for an integral quality education;

· Educate for family spirit;

· Educate for service, justice and peace; and,

· Educate for adaptation and change.

The root of the word educate, educare, means to “lead out from.” To educate means to begin where persons are individually to lead them to a future locus of where they will become. It is a journey that continues throughout one’s life.

Formation in faith

Individuals are persons of “faith.” To be human, one must be in relationship with others and that requires “faith” of some kind. Specific faith in a Transcendence experienced by peoples worldwide is the major content of this course.

Provide an integral quality education

Integral education provides learners with the foundations necessary for completeness and wholeness, to be fully human in the global community. As the global community becomes more a part of an individual’s life, the understanding of the various ways in which people believe and act is crucial to a person’s personal and communal growth. As a core course, we will further our knowledge of the worldviews of others.

Educate for family spirit

Family is more than the persons to whom we are related. We create families in many ways, through friendships, work and school. Working together for the common needs and good of the family group is fundamental to healthy relationships. Through the assignments and discussions, we will work together to build the family of Chaminade University.

Educate for service, justice and peace

To quote John Paul II from a speech on Jan. 1, 2002, he said, “There is no peace without justice; no justice without forgiveness.” The road to forgiveness begins with awareness and service to work toward justice and peace. In light of Sept. 11, 2001 and all acts of violence, degradation, and oppression worldwide, we need to begin the process of self-examination and expand toward understanding. This course will attempt to give students the opportunity to reflect on one’s self and grow in self-knowledge.

Educate for adaptation and change

Adaptation and change begin with new knowledge and insight, and with the wisdom to view another’s perspective. This course will enable the learner to explore various ways in which people attempt to answer or ponder the questions of ultimate meaning.

These characteristics undergird the instructor’s approach to methodology and course content. It is hoped that by the end of this course, you as a student will grow in faith, seeking relationships in both vertical and horizontal ways, have learned something new, feel more a part of the Chaminade ‘ohana, learn to serve others in the hope of peace and justice, and be willing to change or meet the changes in life with equanimity.

Course Methodology

Instruction will consist of course study meetings, directed discussions on readings and participation in sacramental celebrations at convenience of both student and instructor. The student will be expected to prepare readings and participate in discussion. Student will also research more about one of the sacraments in depth.

REQUIREMENTS:

Student is expected to:

· To meet with instructor on a regular basis weekly;

· read required text assignments and other assignments given at the discretion of the instructor;

· participate in discussions with instructor;

· do additional research as required;

· complete all assignments on time. Points may be deducted for late work if the student does not inform the instructor in advance.

GRADING:

Grading will be based on attendance, class work and discussion, homework, quizzes, participation, effort, term project and exam.  Papers must be typed, double-spaced, 12-point font only with 1-1/2 inch margins with appropriate citations using a consistent style.  Style must be consistent with the Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers. 

Note:  It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties that one may have in order that appropriate strategies for the completion of the work may be mutually developed.

CATEGORIES:

 
Total points possible 
WEIGHTING:
Class Participation and Attendance:

70 points


28%

Chapter presentation:



25 points


10%

Dialectical Journal:


60 points


24%

Term Project Option:


25 points 


10%

Mid-Term exam:


25 points


10%

Final exam:


25 points


10%

A: 225-250/90-100% 


B: 200-224/80-89% 


C: 175-199/70-79%

D: 157-174/63-69% 


F: 156 and lower/62% and below 

Class participation and attendance

Student is expected to attend all scheduled meetings with instructor. The student is responsible for contacting the instructor regarding any absence.

Participation includes preparing readings, discussion and in-class writing assignments given at the discretion of the instructor.

Essays:

There are two essay assignments. These essays must be typed, double-space using 12-point type and with appropriate citations using a consistent style. Essay topic choices will be given in class. Points will be deducted if proper citations are not included. Plagiarism will result in no credit for the essay and could lead to dismissal from the course.
Dialectical Journal:

· The purpose of the journal is to enter into dialogue with the readings.  There are three steps to this process of reflection.

· Step 1 – Divide your paper into half lengthwise (vertical).
· Step 2 - Select a sentence or two in the text or texts you are reading for the week. Write your sentence(s) on the left side of the paper. 

· Step 3 – On the right side of the paper, write your thoughts, feelings and reactions to the author’s words.

You will turn in your dialectical journal at the end of each week. You will need to do five entries for each week, except for those weeks that are exempted. Note the weeks in your syllabus schedule.

Term Paper: 
The student will select one of the sacraments and research its development and its current celebration in the community of faith.

Mid Term and Final


Both the mid-term and the final will consist of essays that the students will receive in advance and turn in on the day required. Late submissions will result in a deduction of one grade level.

LEARNING OUTCOME ASSESSMENT:

Student’s work will be evaluated for:

· knowledge of the subject matter from textbooks, class presentations, discussions, videos, research, outside class activities;

· ability to apply the knowledge to understand current issues in society;

· understanding of the subject matter from different perspectives.

COURSE SCHEDULE (subject to revision)

assigned readings are for the following meeting
Meeting #1 – Introduction to course




Noll, Chapter one

Meeting #2 – Sacraments as celebration and expressions of faith


Beguerie, Chapters one to four;  Noll, Chapter two

Meeting #3 – Jesus as the primordial sacrament

Beguerie, Chapters five to eight

Meeting #4 – Ritual and sacraments

Beguerie, Chapter nine; Noll, chapter four

Meeting #5 – Sacraments of Initiation

Beguerie, Chapter eleven; Noll, chapter five

Meeting #5 – continuation of Sacraments of Initiation

Meeting #7 – continuation of Sacraments of Initiation

Beguerie, Chapter ten; Noll, chapter seven

Meeting #8 – Sacraments of Orders

Beguerie, Chapter 13; Noll, chapter six

Meeting #9 – continuation of Sacraments of Orders

Beguerie, Chapter 12; Noll, chapter 8

Meeting #10 – Sacraments of Healing

Beguerie, Chapter 14; Noll, chapter nine

Meeting #11 – Sacraments of Healing

Beguerie, Conclusion; Noll, chapter ten

Meeting #12 – Sacramentals

For each meeting, select a reading of your choice from the comparable chapter that is on the CD that is included with Noll’s text

The student will required to attend three sacramental celebrations during the term in addition to the 12 meetings.
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