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Course:
ED 432A:  Montessori Practical Education  

Instructor:
Ke’alohi Rogers


 Office Hours:
by appointment

Time:

Thursdays 5:30-9:40 p.m.


Phone: 952-9126

Location:
L. Robert Allen Montessori Center

Email: rogersl004@hawaii.rr.com
Credits:
3 credits/45 hours


Rationale
Human development is based on a predictable unfolding which both acts and is acted upon by the environment. In order to serve the developmental needs of the child we must understand how to provide what is needed for optimal growth, both in basic principles and in methodology. Montessori’s philosophy is based on this predictable unfolding. This course continues the philosophy begun in ED 232 and focuses on the Practical Life areas of the environment, where opportunities for both motor development and practice with the tools of the child’s culture are emphasized. Using Montessori’s philosophy and the learning theories of Piaget, Vygotsky and the cognitive theorists, it provides both concrete experiences and an over-arching foundation upon which to build this understanding of the child’s needs.  Current research and its relationship to Montessori education is explored.

Objectives

The instructor will:

· Teach basic understanding of Montessori philosophy as it unfolds in the practical life area of the early childhood environment. (MACTE competency #2)

· Describe, define and provide opportunities for the students to analyze and model the role of an adult in the practical life area of a Montessori early childhood environment (MACTE competency #1, 2, 7, 8, 3.1)

· Provide opportunities, through explanation, demonstration, and modeling, for students to learn to create the practical life area of the prepared environment with particular focus on culturally appropriate materials and activities in the practical life area of the early childhood environment.  Allow  (MACTE competency # 3.3, 5.1, 2, 3,4)

· Teach, and provide opportunities to practice strategies for, the implementation and evaluation the practical life area of the early childhood prepared environment in terms of meeting developmental needs.   (MACTE competency #4)

Competencies

At the end of the course, the students should be able to:

· Articulate both verbally and in writing, a basic understanding of Montessori philosophy as it unfolds in the practical life area of the early childhood environment. (MACTE competency #2)

· Analyze and model the role of the adult in the practical life area of a Montessori early childhood environment. (MACTE competency #1, 3.1, 2, 7, 8)

· Create the practical life area of the prepared environment with particular focus on culturally appropriate materials and activities.  (MACTE competency #3.3, 5.1, 2, 3, 4)

· Demonstrate knowledge of strategies required for both implementation and evaluation of the practical life area of the early childhood prepared environment in terms of meeting developmental needs.  (MACTE competency #4)

Textbooks

The Discovery of the Child - Montessori   


The Secret of Childhood - Montessori


The Absorbent Mind - Montessori             


Montessori Matters (Available in Bookstore)

Methods

Lecture


Videos


Discussion


Demonstration


Readings

Observation


Curriculum albums

Student Presentation
Writing Assignments

Assignments

· Attend and participate in all classes

· Do all readings as assigned.  Prepare a reflection paper for each set of readings
· Do two (or more) observations and do two (or more) write-ups on your observations
· Prepare a practical life album including a five page rationale  

· Make and demonstrate two culturally appropriate activities

Evaluation/Grading

Since this is a competency-based program, students will be required to meet the standards and 

will be required to re-do substandard work until it has met the stated standards and 

competencies.  Rubrics and exemplars will be given for each assignment

Attendance/Participation (arrive on time, stay whole class)

  5 points

Reflection papers (5 total)





 
10 points

Observation Write-ups (3 total)  





15 points 

Practical Life Album






25 points 

Practical Life Rationale






15 points

Original Practical Life Activities (2 total)



20 points


Performance Final







10 points

Total………………………………………………...............................100 points

90-100 = A
80-89 = B
Below 80 = ( Must re-take class

Attendance 

This class follows the policy in the current undergraduate catalogue. A portion of your grade 

is dependant on attendance and participation.  

Technology

Because this course makes use of  “text-based computer mediated communication” (CMC), it 

is a requirement that you have access to an email account. Your instructors will be sending 

information via email, and will expect that you can use this technology to both communicate 

with the instructor and to work and communicate collegially via email

Special Needs

The special needs of students are accommodated.  Please contact Academic Achievement 

Program (AAP) (735-4770) for information about and assistance with support services. 

University Policies

Please refer to current Student Handbook for complete University-wide policies 

attendance, classroom deportment, academic honesty and freedom of expression.
 Assignments

Readings/Reflections (read by date marked to discuss in class)

(turn in reflections at beginning of class) 

· Jan 28, Session 3
Discovery  Ch. 3, 5  Absorbent Ch. 26, 27

· Feb 4, Session 4
Discovery Ch 6, Secret Ch. 11, 12 

· Feb 18, Session 6
Secret Ch 26,  Discovery Ch 10, Absorbent Ch. 14

· Feb 25,  Session 7
Absorbent Ch 26, 27, Secret Ch 22, Discovery Ch 10
Observations (turn in at beginning of class on date due)

· Feb 4, Session 4
Assignment # 1 (2.5 hours)  

· Feb 25, Session 7
Assignment #2  (2.5 hours) 

· Apr 7, Session 13
Assignment #3  (field observations)

Albums (turn in at beginning of class on date due)
· Jan 21, Session 2
Album check (organization)

· Jan 28, Session 3
Album check  (write-ups)

· Feb 18, Session 6
Album check (general)

· Apr 7, Session 13
Turn in Albums to LRAC after 12:00 PM

· Apr 14, Session 14
Pick up Albums after 12:00 PM at LRAC

· Apr 21, Session 15
Revised Albums due in class to present along with activities

Rationale 
· Apr 7, Session 13
Rationale due  (place inside front of Albums)


Activities 
· Apr 21, Session 15
Practical Life Activities due 
 Performance Final

· Apr 21, Session 15
Performance Final

General Rubric for Evaluation
Attendance:





For full points, student will attend and participate in all class sessions


One point will be subtracted for each 3-hour segment missed   

Reflection Papers:




For full points reflection papers will

· include both objective summary, and personal reflection;

· written in Standard American English;

· be at least one page and no more than two pages in length;

· include at least one quote from each reading 

Observation Write-ups:







For full points observation write-ups will

· be written in correct format

· be written in Standard American English

Albums:





For full points notebooks will 

· include the following;

· all handouts given in class

· all required lesson write-ups

· illustrations for each lesson write-up

· five page rationale

· be aesthetically put together;

· be organized into logical groupings

Rationale:




For full points, rationale will 

· be written in Standard American English;

· clear introduction 

· supporting paragraphs 

· complete summary   

· be at least five pages with 12 point font and one inch margins;  

· answer the questions what, why, where, and when;    

· include at least one appropriate quote from your readings 

Activities : 





For full points activities will

· be aesthetically made;

· be appropriate for age;

· include lesson plan;

· be clearly and gracefully presented

Schedule

Session One

Rationale for Practical Life Area

Cultural Issues/Use of Semiotics

Observation in Practical Life

Role of the Adult in Practical Life 

Grace and courtesy: Creating Community and Peaceful Classrooms


Silence Game


Saying Please and Thank you


Practice

Session Two

Group Discussion

Control of Movement/Gross Motor

Control of Movement/Fine Motor

Practice

Session Three

Practical Life as Preparation for Reading and Writing 


The Work Cycle


The Physiology of the Normalized Child

Session Four

Supporting Autonomy and Independence


Care of Self



Hand Wash/Feet Wash



Doll Wash



Dressing Frames



Putting on Clothes (apron, pants, jacket)

Practice

Session Five

Group Discussion

Planes of Development

Care of Self


Table Setting


Food Preparation


Sewing (Stringing, weaving, braiding)

Practice

Session Six

Group Discussion

Creating a Community

Care of Environment


Dusting/Crumbing


Polishing


Sponging a Spill


Scrubbing a Table


Sweeping/Mopping


Watering Plants


Caring for animals

Practice

Session Seven

Care of Environment


Washing Dishes/ Clothes


Hammer and nails/Sanding wood

The Older/New child in Practical Life 


Extensions and Activities

Session Eight

The Mechanics of Creative Expression


Scissors 


Pasting 


Practice

Session Nine

Making Materials

Practice

            Session Ten

Graduate presentations and critique- undergrads must be present (science fair format)

Session 11

Field Observations, Individual Consultation

Session 12

Field observations, Individual consultation

Session 13

Field observations, Individual Consultation

Session 14

Field observations, Individual Consultation

Session 15

Performance Final, Undergrad presentations and critique of activities and albums (science fair format)

Syllabus may be adjusted to meet the needs of the students.

