CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU


Spring Evening 2003

Honolulu, HI

INSTRUCTOR:
Sylvia Loveless



Phone:  395-5026

COURSE:

ED 233A Introduction to ECE          e-mail: lovelessd001@hawaii.rr.com



3 credits/45 hours 




TIME:


Thursday, 4:45-8:55 p.m.

SITE:


St. Ann’s Early Learning Center

RATIONALE:

The practice of those in the emerging profession of Early Childhood Education is enhanced by understanding the history and current issues that impact the field.  Educators in the field of ECE need to have an understanding of the developmental needs of children and an awareness of the attitudes, skills and knowledge necessary to support the optimal growth and learning of the young children in their care.

Course Objectives and Competencies:

a. To introduce the history, current issues and trends in ECE including Montessori education. (MACTE 2)

b. To provide educators with an understanding of ways to create rich, supportive learning environments for the young child and assess program needs.  (MACTE 1,2,3)

c. To provide educators with the requisite skills to successfully observe children and adults in the environment.  (MACTE 4)

d. To provide educators with a basic understanding of the health and safety requirements appropriate for the young child.  (MACTE 7)

e. To provide educators with the awareness of skills and abilities needed to support the development and learning of young children. (MACTE 1,3,4,5)

f. To prepare practitioners to better establish positive and productive relationships with families. (MACTE 6,7)

TEXT 


Teaching Young Children:  an Introduction,  Michael L. Henninger

This class includes a required Observation and Participation (twenty hours) component.  Please see Joanne Lewis for required placement.

Class Participation   

Students will be evaluated on their contribution to class discussion and small group discussion.  Students must attend 90% of the course in order to pass.  Special arrangements must be made directly with the instructor if more than 90% of the course will be missed.  In case of family emergency or illness the student may request an “incomplete”.  The student may be asked to make up an individualized program for completing the requirements or through completion of the required work in the time frame specified in the contract.  

SCHEDULE

April 10
Overview of syllabus and assignments



Overview of ECE field



Pretest



Observations




Planning for observations




How to observe




How to record observations



Writing a lesson plan

April 17
History of ECE





Chapters 1,2



The role of the teacher



Current trends



Public and private funding

Credentialing and professional development

April 24
Types of programs





Chapters 3,4




National models




Models in Hawaii



History of child development theories



Child development




Infants and toddlers




Ages three to five




Ages six to eight


May 1

Child development (continued)



Chapters 5,6



The relevance of play




Play and cognitive growth




Play and emotional development




Play and social skills development



Guidance and limit setting




Why guidance?




Guidance and classroom management




Guidance and problem solving

May 8

Communicating with families




Chapters 7,8




Diversity of families




Involving parents



Community connections



Understanding diversity




Cultural diversity in Hawaii




Gender issues




Differently-abled children

May 15
The physical environment




Chapters 9,10



Factors in classroom design




Centers and equipment




Classroom management



The outdoor environment




Developmental issues




Creating a safe play area




Supervision and overview



IN-CLASS ASSIGNMENT: DESIGN AN ECE ENVIRONMENT

May 22
Assessment





           Chapters 11,12




Developing children’s portfolios




Record-keeping



Curriculum development




Physical development




The physical and mental connection




Gross motor and fine motor skills

ASSIGNMENT: COLLECT A SAMPLE OF A RECORD-KEEPING SYSTEM

May 29
TBA (Special Focus on topics of your choice)
          Chapters 13, 14

June 5

Social and emotional development    


          Chapter 15, 16





Problem-solving and guidance




Supporting self-esteem



Cognitive curriculum




Mathematics




Science




Language development




Literacy




Developing creativity




Art, music, and creative movement

IN-CLASS ASSIGNMENT: in small groups, discuss classroom models observed

June 12
ECE and Technology




          Chapter 17



WRITTEN FINAL EXAM



CREATION OF IN-CLASS, TEACHER-MADE MATERIAL

ASSIGNMENT DUE: SUBMIT SAMPLE OF RECORD-KEEPING SYSTEM

Reading Assignments

Read each assignment by the dates marked; a written reflection of each week’s reading assignment will be due on the  same date each week.

April 17

Chapters 1 and 2

April 24

Chapters 3 and 4

May 1


Chapters 5 and 6

May 8


Chapters 7 and 8

May 15

Chapters 9 and 10

May 22

Chapters 11 and 12

May 29

Chapters 13 and 14

June 5


Chapters 15 and 16

June 12

Chapter 17

GRADING

ACTIVITIES







POINTS
1.  Attendance and Participation





15

2.  Reflections on weekly readings (8 reflections at two points each)
16

3.  Three observations (five points each)




15

4.  Collect a sample of a record-keeping system



  3

5.  Design an ECE environment *





10

6.  Compare and contrast three environments




12

7.  Create a teacher-made material





14

8.  Written exam







15
TOTAL








100

*Those who have previously done this will have an alternative assignment.

(90-100%=A;  80-89%=B;  70-79%=C;  60-69%=D;  below 60%=F)

