CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

Winter Accelerated Semester, 2003
Ft Shafter, Wed 5:30PM
INSTRUCTOR:
David B. Johnson, Ph.D.

TEXT:


THE SOCIAL SERVICES: AN INTRODUCTION,




H. Wayne Johnson and contributors, 5th Edition

COURSE DESCRIPTION:

This course provides a survey of and introduction to the field of social services.  This field, also referred to as social work or social welfare, is an applied field and is derived from sociology.  Sociology studies human interaction in the context of groups, societies and cultures and their effects upon human behavior.  Sociology is interested in observing, investigating and explaining human behavior and interaction.  The field of social work  is concerned with the application of sociological theory to human and social problems.  These approaches might include case management in the delivery of services, individual and group therapy and community dynamics.  The main purpose of this course is to expose the student to a range of social problems and various approaches in dealing with them at the individual and group level.  The course will also encourage thinking about various issues involved in the practice of social work in the field, the ethics and moral values as well as the appropriate application of sociological knowledge to the solution of these issues and/or problems.

OBJECTIVES:

Survey the various aspects of social work/social welfare

Acquire a basic understanding of the range of social problems

Understand various approaches to address these problems

Understand the underlying values influencing American social services

Acquire the ability to assess individual needs for social services

To be able to look critically at given social service programs

Be able to measure the extent to which social service programs are successful

INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGIES:

Students are required to read the assigned text chapters prior to class and encouraged to participate in classroom discussions on these topics.  Students will engage in small group discussions of issues.  There will be two examinations, one at mid-term and a final exam that focus on the text book material.  These will take the form of long essay type, take-home exams.  Students will be given one week to complete these exams.  Their answers will be evaluated on: appropriateness, accuracy, completeness, clarity of discussion and creativity. Students will also be assigned to complete a 10-12 page paper on a specific social welfare program and to present their findings to class on the last day.  These papers are due on the last day of class and will be evaluated on:  organization, completeness, clarity of discussion, scholarship, and creativity.  These papers will provide an opportunity for students to come in contact with actual social welfare programs and people and to learn about their approaches and contributions in solving specific social problems.  The will learn some of the components of a successful program and some of the challenges.

GRADING


Mid-term exam


20%


Final exam



20%


Term paper



40%


Oral presentation of term paper
10%


Class Participation & attendance
10%

Students are encouraged to complete all of these requirements, as only those items actually turned in can contribute to the final grade.  Late submission will only be accepted by prior arrangement with the instructor and may be subject to a reduction in grade due to late submission.  Students are expected to make arrangements with the instructor if an incomplete grade for the course is required.

CLASS SCHEDULE










TEXT READING

WK
DATE

TOPIC




ASSIGN (Chap)

1
Jan 15
Introduction and Background


1-3

2
Jan 22
Income & Poverty




4




Families & Children in the Home


5




Families & Children Outside Home

6

3
Jan 29
Social Work Research & Term Paper

21




School Social Work




7




Medical Social Work



8

4
Feb 5 

Mental Health




9




Disabilities





10




Substance Abuse




11

5
Feb 12
Criminal Justice




12




Aging






13




Occupational Social Work



14




HAND OUT MID-TERM EXAM

CLASS SCHEDULE(Continued)










TEXT READING

WK
DATE

TOPIC




ASSIGN (Chap)

6
Feb 19
Other Social Work Contexts


15




Social Work Practice



16




Individuals & Families



17




TURN IN MID-TERM EXAMS

7
Feb 26
Group Work





18




Communities





19




Organizations & Leadership


20

8
Mar 5

Diversity & Empowerment



22




Gender Issues




23




Housing & Homelessness



24

9
Mar 12
Social Development




25




Professionalism




26




The Future





27




HAND OUT FINAL EXAM

10
Mar 19
ORAL PRESENTATIONS OF TERM PAPER BY




CLASS MEMBERS




TURN IN TERM PAPERS




TURN IN FINAL EXAM




PAU

PAGE  
3

