HI/AR/RE 443 THE WAY OF TEA: 
CULTURAL HISTORY OF EARLY JAPAN
SPRING 2004

Dr. Mitch Yamasaki, Professor of History

Professor Walter Takeda, Professor of Art

Dr. David Coleman, Associate Professor of Religion

Description: Students will examine within an interdisciplinary environment the history, art, and religions of Early Japan through the Tokugawa era. Within a historical frame of political and social development, great individuals and families, movements and court intrigue, the interdependence of religion, politics, economics, art and architecture in the formation of the unique cultural milieu that is Japan will be explored. This is the culture that produced the world’s first novel – the Tale of Genji – and the first forms of popular culture – kabuki, puppet theatre, woodblock prints and popular novels. This is an interdisciplinary capstone course, that is cross-listed between three disciplines. 
The required text is Sources of Japanese Tradition: From Earliest Times to 1600, Volume One, compiled by Theodore De Bary, Donald Keene, George Tanabe, and Paul Varley. Second Edition, 2001. There will be numerous handouts.

The student will be able to:

· Demonstrate an understanding of the historical development of Japanese political institutions;

· Demonstrate an understanding the evolution of Japanese cultural institutions and identify and describe the content of the major literary and religious artifacts that arose in that evolution;

· Demonstrate an understanding of sources that contribute to and narrate the development of the samurai and bushidō;

· Demonstrate an understanding of the role of Oda Nobunaga and Toyotomi Hideyoshi in the founding of the Tokugawa Bakufu;

· Demonstrate an understanding the various periods of art and architecture and compare and contrast major examples of each period; 

· Demonstrate an understanding of the interdependence between architecture and the sponsoring religious communities;

· Demonstrate an understanding of the didactic purpose of Buddhist art forms;

· Demonstrate an understanding of the various art forms that develop during the periods under study;  
· Demonastrate an understanding of roles of Shintō, Confucianism, and Buddhism in the evolution of early Japanese culture and religious sensibilities and practice;

· Compare and contrast the lives and understanding of Buddhism in Kukai and esoteric Buddhism, Dōgen and Zen Buddhism, and Hōnen and Shinran and Pure Land Buddhism; and
· Demonstrate an understanding of the experience of Christianity and Christians in the 16th and 17th centuries.
Evaluation:

· Readings: In order to participate each student/learner must be prepared to discuss the reading in advance of the class. Readings are assigned in the class syllabus.

· Class attendance: Attendance will be taken. Class lectures, small group discussions, video materials and various other activities will occur during class time so your presence is required. There is also a federal law requirement that we take attendance for those who have accepted federal money for education, so we count everybody.

· You are responsible for insuring that your presence at a class is noted, particularly if you are late.

· If you have more than one unexcused absence, your grade may be lowered by one or more letter grade. You are responsible for communicating any special circumstances to your teachers that may prevent you from attending class.
Tests: There will be a midterm and final exam, each with 50 questions and a point value of 100 points. There will be three short papers (3-5 pages; double-spaced; typewritten, 10 – 12 point typeface) due: you will be asked to write about three topics centering on the art, history, and religions of the period. The tests and papers are based on the lectures and reading materials.

Short Essays: There are five short essays (one page, typewritten, double-space) due and listed on the syllabus.

Grade calculation:
Grade Calculation:

Attendence: more than one unexcused absence may result in one grade reduction. Excessive absences may result in failure of the course. Please plan to stay for the whole class: leaving the class early will count as an absence unless you get permission from your instructors.
Tests:


40%

200 points total; 100 points per test

Short Papers:

45%

225 points total: 75 points per paper

Participation:

15%

75 points; 5 points per class
 (includes in short essays and discussions)

Your grade is calculated using the following scale:

A: 93-100%; B: 83-92%; C: 73-82%; D: 63-72%; F: 0-62%

It is the student’s responsibility to inform the instructors of any special needs. Requests for accommodations for learning disabilities must go through the Counseling Center (735-4845 Don Kopf).

Dr. Yamasaki: contact at 735-4824  

Office Hours: 

Professor Takeda: contact at 735-4716  
Office Hours:

Dr. Coleman: contact at 735-4826    

Office Hours: TR 8:00 – 10:30  H 206a

	The Way of Tea

	Date
	Lecture/Activity
	Readings and Assignments

	January 13

Day One
	Introduction

Yamasaki:  Geography, prehistory & patterns in Japanese history

Takeda: Jomon to Yayoi art (45 mins)

Coleman: Early Shinto
(Cambridge History of Japan, Vol. One, “Early Kami Worship,” 317-358)

Kitagawa, “Shinto,” chap. in Understanding Japanese Religion
	Sources, 1-39
Morton, Chap One

One page essay due Jan 20: 

How did the geography and culture of this period impact the art and religious practice?

	January 20

Day Two
	Yamasaki: Rise of Yamato clan 

Takeda: Tombs and haniwa; the early Shinto shrines: Ise & Izumo (1hr+)

Coleman: Origins of Buddhism and China


	Morton, Chap Two

One page essay due January 27: Choose one of the lectures and write your own essay on the topic.

	January 27

Day Three
	Coleman: Confucianism and Early Buddhism: Clan Sponsorship and Prince Shotoku

Yamasaki: Prince Shotoku’s Constitution 

Takeda: Buddhist art and architecture from China to Nara (1:30)

(Cambridge History of Japan, Vol. One, “Early Buddha Worship,” 359-414)
	Sources, 40-62

Morton, Chap Three

One page essay due February 3: Why is Buddhism introduced and accepted in Japan?

	February 3

Day Four
	Takeda: Buddhist art and architecture continued (1 hr)

Coleman: Nara Buddhism

Yamasaki: Development of Japanese language & culture
(Cambridge History of Japan, Vol. One, “Nara Economic and Social Institutions,” 415-452)
	Sources, 100-121

Morton, Chap Four

One page essay due February 10: Write an integrative essay on the importance of Buddhist practice, arts, architecture to the development of Japanese language and culture.

	February 10

Day Five
	Yamasaki: Politics, society and culture of Heian Japan

Coleman: Saichō and Mt. Hiei 

Takeda: Heian (Jogan and Fujiwara) 


Muroji; Jogan sculpture; 

            Byodoin and its sculpture 


	Sources, 123-152

Morton, Chap Five

	February 17

Day Six
	Coleman: Kukai and Esoteric Buddhism

(Ryotaro Shiba, Kukai the Universal: Scenes from His Life)

Yamasaki: Lady Murasaki’s Genji Monogatari and Sei Shonagon’s Pillow Book
Takeda: Genji, Shigisan scrolls; Toba Sojo; Late Fujiwara “Hell” scrolls (1 hr)


	Sources, 153-174



	February 24

Day Seven
	Yamasaki: Rise of the samurai (Heike Monogatari)

Takeda: Kamakura narrative scrolls Heike (30 mins)

Coleman: The Spread of Esoteric Buddhism

(Ryuichi Abe, The Weaving of Mantra: Kukai and the Construction of Esoteric Buddhist Discourse)


	Sources, 175-196

Morton, Chap Six
Midterm exam

	March 2

Day Eight
	Coleman: Amida, the Pure Land, and the Response of Old Buddhism to the New

(Soho Machida, Renegade Monk: Honen and Japanese Pure Land Buddhism)

Yamasaki: Kamakura Bakufu

Takeda: The Todaiji; Kamakura art and architecture (1hr)


	Sources, 211-237

Morton, Chap Seven

	March 9

Day Nine
	Coleman: Ch’an/Zen Buddhism 

Yamasaki: Mongol invasions and the Ashikaga Era

Takeda: Mongol invasion scrolls; Muromachi sumi art, kare-sansui garden styles (1 hr)


	Platform Sutra of Hui Neng

Morton, Chap Eight

First Short Essay on Art in the period is due.



	March 16

Day Ten
	Takeda: the understated mainstream of Japanese art (30 mins)

Coleman: Nichiren: The Sun and the Lotus Yamasaki: Yoshida Kenko’s Essays on Idleness


	Sources, 292-305

Morton, Chap Nine

	March 23

Day Eleven
	Yamasaki: Sengoku Era/Rise of Oda Nobunaga and Toyotomi Hideyoshi

Ozaki: the Way of Tea 


	Sources, 433-464

Morton, Chap Ten
Sources, 364-399

	April 6

Day Twelve
	Yamasaki: Tokugawa Bakufu

Takeda: Imperial villas of Katsura and Shugakuin (30-45 mins)

Zen Buddhism: Eisai and Rinzai


	Sources, 306-319

Morton, Chap 11

Second Short paper is due: Religions in Japan during the period is due.


	April 13

Day Thirteen
	Yamasaki: Bushido Code and the Chuushingura incident

Dōgen Kigen and Shōbōgenzō


	Excerpts from Shobogenzo

Sources, 319-328



	April 20

Day Fourteen
	Yamasaki: Ukiyoe: Life in urban Japan during the Tokugawa

Takeda: Ukiyo-e prints; screen paintings, domestic interior design (1 hr)

Coleman: Shinran
	Sources, 364-398

Final Short paper is due: History in the period is due.
Excerpts from Tannisho: A Shin Buddhist Classic

	April 27

Day Fifteen
	Christianity in 16th and 17th century Japan
	

	Final Exam TBA
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