
          CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

RE 424, Christian Spirituality and Science

Winter Evening, Fort Shafter

Instructor: Larry Jones

1629-J Kino St., Honolulu, HI 96819

Phone: 371-6498 - e-mail: JonesL010@hawaii.rr.com

COURSE DESCRIPTION IN GENERAL CATALOG:

Develops a vision of biblical spirituality that allows for common discourse with the modern scientific world view, particularly biology, physics, and cosmology.

GOAL: To be actively involved with questions about how people of religious faith in general and Christian faith in particular may meaningfully engage some of the vital questions raised by modern science with a view toward developing a coherent world view that takes seriously both faith and science.   We will apply the educational philosophy of Marianist  Universities:   1)  educate for formation in faith,  2)  provide an integral quality education,   3) educate for family spirit, 4) educate for service, justice and peace, and 5) educate for adaptation and change.

OBJECTIVES:


1. To deepen our appreciation of and ability to utilize scientific method and critical thinking.

2.
To deal with the questions posed by the relationship of science and religion in a manner that will both sharpen our intellectual astuteness and deepen our own positions of faith.

3.
To develop an awareness of and appreciation for the diversity of religious theories, traditions and experiences.

4. To understand the educational philosophy of Marianist universities as set forth under “Goals.”

5. To improve our abilities to read, think, discuss and write skillfully.

6. To actively participate in making this class both challenging and interesting.

REQUIREMENTS
1.
An inquisitive yet open mind and a sense of humor.

2.
Attendance at and active participation in all class sessions, including taking notes.

3.
Completion of all reading assignments. 

4. A one to two page reflection paper on the readings for each session

5.
A term paper, six to eight pages in length, dealing with some important aspect of the relationship of religion to science  (Due session #10)

6.
A take-home mid-term essay exam (due session #5) focusing on information covered in preceding class sessions and,  final in class exam (taken in session #10).

READINGS:
Text:
When Science Meets Religion, Ian G. Barbour



Various handouts

GRADING:
20%
class attendance and participation


20% 
reflection papers  (see next page for particulars)



20% 
term paper (see next page for particulars)


20% 
mid-term exam, Session #5


20% 
final exam, Session #10


A = 90 - 100%

C = 70 - 79%

F = 59% and below


B = 80 - 89%

D = 60 - 69%

I  = Incomplete 

The instructor reserves the right to make changes in the content of the course depending on the needs of the class.

TERM PAPER:
1.
A six to eight page research paper based on some aspect of the topics dealt with in sessions 3 through 8.

2.
Your proposal for a topic shall be shared briefly with the class in Session #5.

3. The paper shall include an abstract at the beginning and a conclusion and/or summary at the end.

4.
Use Modern Language Association or American Psychological Association format, including cites and reference list, double space and use proper grammar and punctuation.  (MLA and APA styles can be found on the Internet.)

__________________________________________________________________________________________FORM FOR TERM PAPER

HEADING

Term Paper
Name

Date turned in

Title of Paper

REFLECTION PAPERS
1.
Your reflection papers will be your evaluation of and response to the readings, including comments about ideas which particularly interested you or things with which you disagreed.   The papers should evidence that you not only read the material but that you actually reflected upon its meaning and value.

2.
The reflection papers are due at the class session dealing with those readings, beginning with session #2.

                                                                                                                                                          FORM FOR WEEKLY REFLECTION PAPER                                                   


HEADING

Readings for Session No.         







   Name

Date turned in

MAKING UP ABSENCES:  Excused absences, such as military duty, may be made up by consultation with the instructor.  SUCH CONSULTATION SHALL BE INITIATED BY THE STUDENT.   However, since you will not have had the benefit of classroom presentations and discussions when absent, you will need to spend some extra time mastering the reading materials and perhaps getting other students’ notes.

Session , January 17


Introductions and syllabus review



Presentation: Keeping an open mind – but not so open your brains fall out

Video:
Faith and Reason, from the Divine Action Conference sponsored by the Vatican and the Berkeley Center for Theology and the Natural Sciences


Discussion

Session 2, January 24


“Why Science is a Religious Issue and Why Religion is a Scientific Issue”

Readings: 
Text:

Preface and Introduction




Handouts:
What is the Scientific Method?

Scientific and Critical Thinking

History of the Center for Theology and the Natural Sciences

Where the Hows and Whys Meet, Parts 1 and 2

Video: Bill Moyers Interview with Karen Armstrong on “Bad Religion”    

Session 3, January 31

“Four Views of Science and Religion”


Readings:
Text:

Chapter 1




Handout:
Biblical Exegesis, Tolle Lege Ministries

Video: A portion of the PBS series: From Jesus to Christ on the writing of the New Testament

Session 4, February 7

“Astronomy and Creation”


Readings:
Text:

Chapter 2




Handout:
Is the Big Bang a Moment of Creation?

Videos:

Brilliant Minds: Stephen Hawking
Hubble Telescope and Deep Field, from 60 Minutes

Session 5, February 14

Take-home Midterm exam due

“The Implications of Quantum Physics”


Readings:
Text:


Chapter 3


Handout:

Intro to Quantum Mechanics, by Todd Stedl

Video: The Elegant Universe: String Theory
Session 6, February 21

“Evolution and Continuing Creation”

Readings:
Text:

Chapter 4



Handout:
Nothing in Biology Makes Sense Except in the Light of Evolution

Video:
Selections from the PBS series Evolution

Session 7, February 28

“Genetics, Neuroscience, and Human Nature”

Readings:
Text:


Chapter 5



Handout:
Ted Peters “On Playing God”
Video:
The Brain: Our Universe Within, with David Suzuki

Session 8, March 6

“God and Nature”

Readings:
Text:

Chapter 6




Handout:
Five Attitudes Toward Nature and Technology from a Christian Perspective, Robert John Russell

Video: Buddhism, Man, and Nature with Alan Watts

Session 9, March 13

“Science, Religion, and the Future”

Readings:
Handouts:
“The World Faiths” and “The Search for Knowledge and Wisdom” from Science and Theology by John Polkinghorne






Spirituality and Science - The Future, Kevin Sharpe


Video:
In the Light of Reverence
Session 10, March 20


Final exam 

Term Papers due


Course evaluation

