CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY

RE414 THE GOSPEL OF JOHN

Fall 2003

MWF 1:00-1:50PM

Instructor:  Kay Stone

Office:  Henry Hall Room 28   Phone:  440-4226

e-mail kstone@chaminade.edu
DESCRIPTION:

Study of the stages and historical setting of the writing of the Fourth Gospel; theories on authorship; the structure of the Gospel; a section-by-section investigation of the major themes.

GOALS:

To examine the Gospel of John through a historical, theological, and literary perspective.

OBJECTIVES:

1. Set the framework by which we will study the Gospel such as author’s identity, means of textual study, historical and cultural setting, etc. 

2. Briefly examine other Gospel writings that support or challenge John’s Gospel as well as outline the differences between this Gospel and the three synoptics.

3. Study in depth some of the main topics covered in this Gospel including salvation, Jesus as Bread of Life, healing, Passover/Holy Week events—especially the Washing of the Feet, and resurrection account.

4. Explore what contemporary biblical writers have to say about this Gospel.

REQUIREMENTS:

1. Presence and participation in all scheduled classes

2. Completion of all assignments and projects as scheduled.

3. Satisfactory completion of mid-term and final examinations.

GRADING:

30% class attendance and participation
30% Final project

20% Mid-term exam



20% Final exam

REQUIRED COURSE TEXT:

The Gospel According To John by Thomas Brodie

LEARNING OUTCOMES:

1. Knowledge of the subject matter from textbook, class lectures and discussions.

2. Ability to understand and discuss subject matter from various perspectives.

TEACHING OUTCOMES (or what can you as a student expect of me as your instructor):

You have most likely heard of the five characteristics of Marianist education before  Below I “personalize” them to this course and myself:

1. EDUCATE FOR FORMATION IN FAITH.  I promise to do my best to present this course in a manner that will challenge you to more clearly formulate and articulate your faith.
2. PROVIDE AN INTEGRAL, QUALITY EDUCATION.  As mentioned above, you have my promise to give you excellence in education to the best of my ability.

3. EDUCATE IN FAMILY SPIRIT.  As believed and practiced by both Father Chaminade and our culture in Hawaii, we are ohana or family.  As much as possible this course will be taught in a spirit of respect and equality among all.

4. EDUCATE FOR SERVICE, JUSTICE, AND PEACE.  We will study many accounts in the Gospel of John of service, justice and peace.

5. EDUCATION FOR ADAPTATION AND CHANGE.  Like most other fields, biblical scholarship is in a constant state of change as new information is discovered.  We will consider all information through both the “lens” of history and current scholarship.

“Education is more than the provision of education and instruction.  It is the awakening of human creative potential; it is the building of endogenous capacities; it is forging attitudes of tolerance and understanding; it is providing individuals with the ability to master their own destine.”  Father William Joseph Chaminade

SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS

DATE

DAY

COURSE MATERIAL

Aug. 25
M

Introduction to course
Aug. 27
W

Text pages 3-10  How to read scripture
Aug. 29
F

Overview of the Bible
Sept. 1
M

No class—Labor Day (
Sept. 3
W

Overview of the Bible continued
Sept. 5
F

Text 11-14  How do YOU understand the bible?
Sept. 8
M

Gospel overview pages 15-29
Sept. 10
W

Gospel overview continued pages 30-54
Sept. 12
F

John’s theology pages 55-67
Sept. 15
M

Overview of the Gospel pages 71-105
Sept. 17
W

Overview continued pages 106-128
Sept. 19
F

Additional material from other sources
Sept. 22
M

Prologue pages 129-147
Sept. 24
W

John’s Testimony/Call of disciples pages 148-170
Sept. 26
F

Wedding at Cana/Cleansing Temple pages 171-187
Sept. 29
M

continued
Oct. 1
W

Nicodemus pages 189-213
Oct. 3
F

Role of healing in the Gospels
Oct. 6
M

Woman of Samaria/Healing of Official’s Son 214-233
Oct. 8
W

Healing/unrest among Jews pages 234-256
Oct. 10
F

review for mid-term
Oct. 13
M

No class—Discoverer’s Day (
Oct. 15
W

Mid-term exam
Oct. 17
F

Feeding of 5000/Bread of Life pages 257-296
Oct. 20
M

continued
Oct. 22
W

Feast of Tents pages 297-312
Oct. 24
F

Jesus and the Pharisees pages 313-341
Oct. 27
M

Man born blind/Jesus as Shepherd 343-382
Oct. 29
W

continued
Oct. 31
F

Raising of Lazarus pages 383-422
Nov. 3
M

Last Supper/Foot Washing  pages 427-456
Nov. 5
W

Continued
Nov. 7
F

Way of Jesus pages 457-484
Nov. 10
M

Rejection of Jesus by the World  pages 485-517
Nov. 12
W

Arrest and Trial  pages 519-539
Nov. 14
F

Additional material on Jesus’ arrest/trial
Nov. 17
M

Glorification of Jesus pages 541-555
Nov. 19
W

Open Tomb/Appearances pages 556-596
Nov. 21
F

Continued
Nov. 24
M

looking back over the Gospel
Dec. 1
M

Final presentations

Dec. 3
W

Final presentations

Dec. 5
F

Final presentations/review for final exam

Dec. 9
Tuesday
Final Exam 10:30AM-12:30PM

