CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

COURSE:  Religion 31560-2, New Testament

INSTRUCTOR:  Buddy Summers, 808-780-1583

Email address:  budsummers@hawaii.rr.com
COURSE DESCRIPTION (Chaminade University Catalogue)

Students will explore the New Testament including the Gospels and the letters of Paul.  They will examine the variety of approaches to the study and prayerful reflection on the New Testament, and survey the important theological themes that arise from their presence and application within the continuing Christian tradition.

OBJECTIVES:  

Based upon readings, research, dialogue and further reflection, excellent students will be able to 

1. Describe the symbolic worlds (Greco-Roman, Palestinian and Diaspora Judaism) in the midst of which first century Christianity emerged and the significance of these worlds for understanding the New Testament writings.

2. Identify the basic structure and content of one New Testament book from each of the following groups:

a. Synoptic Gospels

b. Pauline Tradition

c. The Johannine Tradition

3. Identify and develop a major New Testament theme and use it to explore a contemporary life issue, circumstance, or situation with a view to making a positive contribution to community building, the development of moral character, and/or the building of a just and peaceful society. 

TEXT BOOKS:

THE WRITINGS OF THE NEW TESTAMENT: 

An Interpretation (Revised Edition)

Luke Timothy Johnson (1999)

Fortress Press

THE NEW OXFORD ANNOTATED BIBLE with the Apocryphal/Deuterocanonical Books

New Revised Standard Version

Edited by Bruce M. Metzger, Roland E. Murphy (1994)

Oxford University Press

CLASS REQUIREMENTS

Guided by Catholic, Marianist and liberal arts education traditions, Chaminade University seeks to prepare students for life, work and service.  Accordingly, the Instructor invites respect for educational excellence, community building, moral character, personal competencies, and a commitment to build a just and peaceful society. 

Students are expected to spend twelve hours per week on this course. This is a content-based survey course proceeding at an accelerated pace.  Independent as well as interdependent work, motivation and self-discipline are essential.  Internet access and familiarity required. 

Care in use of the English language reflects well upon both student and teacher.  Excellence will be noted.  Sloppy work will not be accepted.

Academic honesty in accordance with Chaminade policies is expected.  Violations will result in course failure. 

As we are dealing with potentially sensitive material, courtesy and respect in responding to one another is essential.

Elements of Course

· Weekly Reading Assignments

Students will be responsible for entire reading assignment prior to class date specified.  Students will divide up reading each week and make detailed presentations in class to help each other grasp the material.

· Class Participation

Students will make presentations each week based on the assigned reading, share in oral readings from the New Testament, and participate in class discussion.

· Term Paper

· The Term Paper is intended to satisfy Objective #3.  It is to be ten pages (not counting “Notes and Sources Cited”) double spaced, size 12 font.  

· Student’s Term Paper subject must be pre-approved by the instructor.

· If the student wishes, at least one week prior to Paper deadline, one preliminary draft may be submitted for instructor review and response.

· Grade will be based upon clarity of expression, meeting paper length requirement, and evidence of research, discussion and reflection.  
· Course Paper must handed to the Instructor NLT last class meeting 3/17/04.

· Final Exam.  

· The test will be an opportunity for each student to demonstrate what he or she has learned relative to objectives 1 through 3 above.  A portion of the final is a take home exam.  The remainder must be written in class without books or notes.  

SCHEDULE:
Class Date    

Theme, Reading for Today       

1. 1/14/04           Introduction to New Testament

2. 1/21/04           The Symbolic World, LTJ 1-92

3. 1/28/04           Christian Experience, LTJ 93-154

4. 2/4/04
           Synoptic Tradition, LTJ 155-258
 

5. 2/11/04           Pauline Tradition 1, LTJ 259-326

6. 2/18/04           Pauline Tradition 2, LTJ 327-392

7. 2/25/04           Pauline Tradition 3, LTJ 393-454


8. 3/3/04
           Johannine Tradition, LTJ 521-594



9. 3/10/04           Church’s Book, LTJ 595-620

10. 3/17/04           Final Exam

GRADING BASIS

Grades for the course and for each part thereof as appropriate will reflect Chaminade standards:  “A” significant scholarship and unusual intellectual initiative, “B” superior work, “C” competent grasp of subject matter, “D” inferior work, “F” failure to grasp the minimum of subject matter.  

Completion of the course requires completion of the following:

· Class Attendance and Participation
                    30%

· Term Paper




30%

· FINAL EXAM


                     40%

Course grades will be computed as follows:

   >  90 
A

  89 – 80  
B

 79 – 70           C

 69 – 60           D

 59  >               F

“Incomplete” will be given only in cases of documented extraordinary circumstances beyond a student’s control and consistent with Chaminade policy.  See catalogue.

There will be no make up or extra credit work given.  ----End of Syllabus----
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