CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU

COURSE:  Religion 21190, Bible as Controversy

INSTRUCTOR:  Buddy Summers, 808-780-1583

Email address:  budsummers@hawaii.rr.com
CLASS URL:  http://webct.chaminade.edu
COURSE DESCRIPTION (Chaminade University Catalogue)

Ancient scriptural documents have erupted into modern controversies, ranging from questions over biblical fundamentalism to the controversial views espoused by the “Jesus Seminar.”  This course will examine the notion of controversy both “within” and “about” the Bible and its texts.  Questions of controversy concerning the creation stories, the monarchy of Israel, the movement of Jesus the Jew, the gospel of Paul, and the historical and contemporary uses and abuses of the Bible will be examined in detail. 

OBJECTIVES:  

Based upon readings, research, dialogue and further reflection, excellent students will be able to 

1. Describe, explore, and reasonably position themselves in relation to controversies regarding:  

a. creation stories, 

b. monarchy of Israel, 

c. Jesus movement, 

d. gospel of Paul, 

e. the Bible’s authority, and 

f. its interpretation.

2. Identify the basic structure and books of the Bible.

3. Explain the origins of divergent Biblical texts, translations and even canons.

4. Identify and develop a major theme from the Bible and use it to explore a contemporary life issue, circumstance, or situation with a view to making a positive contribution to community building, the development of moral character, and/or the building of a just and peaceful society. 

TEXT BOOKS:

READING THE BIBLE AGAIN FOR THE FIRST TIME:  Taking the Bible Seriously but not Literally

Marcus J Borg (2001)


HarperSanFrancisco

THE BIBLE MAKES SENSE (Revised Edition)

Walter Brueggemann (1997)


Saint Mary’s Press

THE NEW OXFORD ANNOTATED BIBLE with the Apocryphal/Deuterocanonical Books

New Revised Standard Version

Edited by Bruce M. Metzger, Roland E. Murphy (1994)

Oxford University Press

CLASS REQUIREMENTS

Guided by Catholic, Marianist and liberal arts education traditions, Chaminade University seeks to prepare students for life, work and service.  Accordingly, the Instructor invites respect for educational excellence, community building, moral character, personal competencies, and a commitment to build a just and peaceful society. 

Students are expected to spend twelve hours per week on this course. This is a content-based survey course proceeding at an accelerated pace.  Independent as well as interdependent work, motivation and self-discipline are essential.  Internet access and familiarity required. 

Care in use of the English language reflects well upon both student and teacher.  Excellence will be noted.  Sloppy work will not be accepted.

Academic honesty in accordance with Chaminade policies is expected.  Violations will result in course failure. 

As we are dealing with potentially sensitive material, courtesy and respect in responding to one another is essential.

Elements of Course

· Introduction

Students and instructor will introduce themselves to each other as they form a learning community.  A guide for this will be provided online.

· Weekly Reading Assignments

It addition to the reading assignments in this syllabus, additional reading and or internet research will be assigned throughout the course.

· Weekly Online Discussion

Students will need to visit the online discussion on a minimum of two days per week in order to read and post.  Students are expected to post observations, ask questions and interact with each other and the instructor. 

· Term Paper. 

· The Term Paper is intended to satisfy Objective #4.  It is to be five pages (not counting bibliography) single spaced, sized 12 font, Microsoft Word or Text format.

· Student’s Term Paper subject must be pre-approved by the instructor.

· If the student wishes, at least one week prior to Paper deadline, one preliminary draft may be submitted for instructor review and response.

· Grade will be based upon clarity of expression, meeting paper length requirement, and evidence of research, discussion and reflection.  
· Course Paper must be emailed to the Instructor NLT Noon, March 19, 2004.

· Final Exam.  

· The Final Exam will be received from students with a current ID on the Chaminade University campus. 

· The test will be an opportunity for each student to demonstrate what he or she has learned by writing thoughtful essays relative to objectives 1 through 3 above.  A portion of the final is a take home exam.  The remainder must be written in class without books or notes.  

· Off island students must make arrangements through the Chaminade Evening Program Office (Donna Yoshimura, (808) 735-4755 ) to have the in class portion of FINAL EXAM proctored and returned to Chaminade.

SCHEDULE:
Week beginning    

For Edification READ

1. 1/12/04           WB, 9-38
Fresh Perspectives, Historical Imagination

2. 1/19/04           MB, 1-56
Lenses

3. 1/26/04           WB, 39-66
Insider, God at Center

4. 2/2/04
           MB, 57-84
Creation
 

5. 2/9/04
           MB, 85-110
Pentateuch

6. 2/16/04           MB, 111-144
Prophets

7. 2/23/04           WB, 67-110
Freedom, Conversion, Life, Power


8. 3/1/04
           MB, 185-226
Gospels



9. 3/08/04           MB, 227-264   Paul

10. 3/15/04           MB, 297-302; WB 111-125
Community

****3/20/04***FINAL EXAM
GRADING BASIS

Grades for the course and for each part thereof as appropriate will reflect Chaminade standards:  “A” significant scholarship and unusual intellectual initiative, “B” superior work, “C” competent grasp of subject matter, “D” inferior work, “F” failure to grasp the minimum of subject matter.  

Completion of the course requires completion of the following:

· Participation in the Online Discussion
30%

· Term Paper




30%

· Completing FINAL EXAM


40%

Course grades will be computed as follows:

   >  90 
A

  89 – 80  
B

 79 – 70           C

 69 – 60           D

 59  >               F

“Incomplete” will be given only in cases of documented extraordinary circumstances beyond a student’s control and consistent with Chaminade policy.  See catalogue.

There will be no make up or extra credit work given.  ----End of Syllabus----
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