CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY

RE211 THE BIBLE AS CONTROVERSY
Spring 2003

MWF 1:00-1:50PM, Henry Hall Room 202

Instructor:  Kay Stone    Office Henry Hall Room 28 Phone 440-4226      
e-mail:  kstone@chaminade.edu

DESCRIPTION:

Religion and, for Christians and Jews the foundational document which is the bible, has always been a controversial topic.  Topics range from questions over biblical fundamentalism to the controversial views promoted by the “Jesus Seminar.”  This course will examine the notion of controversy both “within” and “about” the Bible.  Questions of controversy concerning the creation stories, the history of Israel, the life and actions of Jesus, the writings of Paul and events in early Christianity, the Book of Revelation and the historical and contemporary use and abuse of the Bible will be examined in detail.

OBJECTIVE:

1. To study the biblical world in a way that allows the element of controversy to emerge with all the challenges this type of study presents. 

2. To specifically study a many controversial texts, events, individuals, messages, interpretations of and approaches toward scripture that excite and alarm both believers and non-believers.

3. To encourage critical use of biblical material utilizing contemporary biblical scholarship including historical, scientific, linguistic and theological tools.

4. To lead students beyond basic facts to a deeper understanding of biblical facts and persons as revealed through the bible.

REQUIREMENTS:

1. Presence and active participation in all scheduled class meetings.

2. Completion of all assignments, quizzes and exam.

GRADING:

30% class participation and attendance (600 points)

30% quizzes (10% each quiz)  (600 points total/200 points each)

15% final examination  (300 points)

25% Final project (500 points) which is either:

1. For those completing traditional course format:  course paper/presentation (5 page paper minimum typed in 12 point font, double spaced and presented in class)  Topic must be pre-approved by instructor.  

2. For those completing service learning course format:  journal relating your experiences.  In keeping with Matthew 25:35-36 “for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.” choose a volunteer service activity and perform a minimum of 15 hours service during the semester.  Your journal may be handwritten and must contain both a diary style writing on events each time you performed the service and a reflection on your experience once you are finished.  Finally, answer the question “Would I do this again?  Why or why not?”

LEARNING OUTCOMES:

1. Knowledge of the subject matter from textbook, class lectures and discussion, and independent research.

2. Ability to formulate and articulate personal beliefs and opinions about the Bible .

3. Ability to understand (but not necessarily agree with) subject matter from different viewpoints and/or beliefs.

REQUIRED TEXTBOOK:

Reading The Bible Again for the First Time by Marcus J. Borg

US News and World Report special edition “Mysteries of Faith”

Access to a bible will be helpful

TEACHING OUTCOMES (or what can you as a student expect of me as your professor):
You have most likely heard of the five characteristics of Marianist education before.  Below I “personalize” them to this course and myself:

1. EDUCATE FOR FORMATION IN FAITH.  I promise to do my best to present this course in a manner that will challenge you to more clearly formulate and articulate your faith.

2. PROVIDE AN INTEGRAL, QUALITY EDUCATION.  As mentioned above, you have my promise to give you excellence in education to the best of my ability.

3. EDUCATE IN FAMILY SPIRIT.  As believed and practiced by both Father Chaminade and our culture in Hawaii, we are ohana or family.  As much as possible this course will be taught in a spirit of respect and equality among all.

4. EDUCATE FOR SERVICE, JUSTICE, AND PEACE.  In addition to the Service Learning option in this course, we will study many biblical accounts of service (for example the life of Jesus) and social justice (the lives of many of the prophets).

5. EDUCATION FOR ADAPTATION AND CHANGE.  Like most other fields, biblical scholarship is in a constant state of change as new information is discovered.  We will consider all information through both the “lens” of history and current scholarship.

“Education is more than the provision of education and instruction.  It is the awakening of human creative potential; it is the building of endogenous capacities; it is forging attitudes of tolerance and understanding; it is providing individuals with the ability to master their own destiny.”  Father William Joseph Chaminade

SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS

January 13
Introduction/pre-test

January 15
Service Learning presentation

January 17
Overview of the Bible, how to read Scripture; US News pages 2-16

January 22
“                                              “
January 24
“                                              “
January 27
Chapter 1
January 29
“             “
January 31
“              “
February 3
Chapter 2
February 5
“             “
February 7
“             “
February 10
Quiz
February 12
Chapter 3
February 14
“              “
February 19
“               “
February 21
Chapter 4; US News pages 44-49
February 24
“            “
February 26
“             “
February 28`video of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat
March 3
finish video
March 5
Chapter 5
March 7
“              “
March 10
Chapter 6
March 12
“              “
March 14
Quiz
March 17
Chapter 7
March 19
“            ‘
March 21
“             “
March 31
Chapter 8; US News pages 19-24; 30-42
April 2

Extra material on Christmas story
April 4

“                                          “
April 7

Chapter 9; US News pages 26-29
April 9

“                           “
April 11
“                           “  Take home quiz
April 14
Video on Peter and Paul
April 16
Part two of video on Peter and Paul
April 21
Chapter 10; US News pages 72-75
April 23
“                       “
April 25
Final Reports
April 28
Final Reports
April 30
Final Reports/Review
May 2

Study day
May 6

Final Exam 10:30AM-12:30PM

