RE 103 World Religions
Spring 2004
Description:  This is a survey course designed to introduce the student to the major religious traditions and their various ways of creating community. Students will explore the history, spirituality and philosophy arising from these traditions and study the phenomena of religion, religious language and institutions. We will explore the meaning and relevance of religion in the modern world.

Required texts: 

Molloy, Michael. Experiencing the World’s Religions: Tradition, Challenge, and Change. (Second Edition)
CD-ROM Study Tool (available in the lab)
Recommended Text: (on reserve)
Smith, Huston. The Illustrated World’s Religions: A Guide to our Wisdom Traditions.

On completion of this course, the student will be able to:

· Discuss the experiences that we call the “sacred,” the concept of religion and some theories for the origin of religion;

· Discuss the use of myth in religion and religious language;

· Discuss why many traditions developed in response to the experience that is the transcendent;

· Discuss the basic characteristics of the world’s religions;

· Compare, contrast, and discuss the stories, rituals, beliefs and ethics of at least five major religious traditions;

· Discuss the philosophical and cultural contexts of Hinduism, Jainism, Confucianism and Taoism;

· Write a detailed essay on the origins and development of the concepts and institutions within Buddhism, Christianity and Judaism;

· Discuss the Four Noble Truths and the development of Mahayana and Theravada teachings in Buddhism;

· Discuss the relationship between the teachings of Jesus and Jewish teachings in his day;

· Discuss the relationship between Christianity and Judaism and its impact on our understanding of the Holocaust;

· Discuss the basis ethical positions of the major religious traditions and articulate the sameness and differences that arise in the study of ethics across cultures and religious traditions; and

· Discuss the basic teachings and history of Islam.

Organizational Themes:

 Marianist Educational Philosophy and Diversity
Organizational themes refer to underlying structural links that contribute to the choice of content, the pedagogy selected for participation of the teacher/learner and student/teacher in bringing the content to life, and fulfillment of the course objectives within a broader frame of education and building community. 

1. The first set of organizational themes around which the course is constructed is drawn from the “Characteristics of Marianist Universities.” 
· Educate for formation in faith;

· Provide an integral quality education;

· Educate for family spirit;

· Educate for service, justice and peace; and

· Educate for adaptation and change.
These characteristics are important in the way we will teach the course, in our expectation of your participation in the realization of the course goals and objectives, and in the selection of materials we will ask you to read. As the semester progresses, the specific character of your education in a Marianist University will impact on your discipline in ways that emphasize the reflective dialogue between faith and reason in the issues and values we study. Marianist education seeks graduates who, having been schooled with a concern for the whole person, approach their professions from this same wholistic perspective as they seek to build communities that serve the needs of justice and peace, while seeking creative ways to adapt to changing environments and needs.

2. The second major organizational theme is diversity and the complex issues that arise when we look at religions as cultural institutions and artifacts. Diversity themes are developed in relation to the content of the course as well as the in relation to the student/learners who are participants in the course.

Two explicit outcomes  arise from these organizational themes:

1. The students will incorporate into their essays and class project an awareness of the Marianist educational characteristics and how they impact on their reading of the sources and themes for the course and their own personal philosophy and practice in regard to religion and religious communities.

2. Students will develop an awareness and deeper appreciation for the diversity of theories and experiences that are at the origins of religious communities and traditions, and discuss the impact of ethnic and religious diversity on the study of religion during this course. 

Evaluation:

· Readings: In order to participate each student/learner must be prepared to discuss the reading in advance of the class. Readings are assigned in the class syllabus.

· Class attendance: Attendance will be taken. Class lectures, small group discussions, video materials and various other activities will occur during class time so your presence is required. There is also a federal law requirement that we take attendance for those who have accepted federal money for education, so we count everybody.

· You are responsible for insuring that your presence at a class is noted, particularly if you are late.

· If you have more than one unexcused absence, your grade may be lowered by one or more letter grade. You are responsible for communicating any special circumstances to your teacher that may prevent you from attending class.
· Tests: There will be three tests based on the lectures and reading materials. The tests are not cumulative and they will be based on the three areas of study for the course: Religion and Religious Experience in Primal (Oral) Religions, Hinduism and Jainism; Buddhism and the religions of China and Japan; and the Abrahamic Religions. Students are required to turn the electronic results of the CD-ROM tests for each section. This includes all of tests offered on the CD-ROM.

· Class Project: Students are required to complete a class project. The class project is due April 5, 2004. Choose one of the following:

1. Contact Bro. Tom Spring in the Service Learning Office and make arrangements for a service opportunity. You will need at least 12 hours of volunteer time during the semester. Arrangements should be made before January 29, 2004.

· Fill out your decision sheet (handout in class) by February 5, 2004 and turn it in; 

· Perform the service; and

· Write a reflection on the experience in light of class discussions/reflections (4-6 double-space, typewritten pages). 

1. A suggestion on the theme: Connect Marianist ideals of community building and justice education with the importance of community service in understanding religion and religious communities. 

2. What is the relationship between religious experiences, religious communities and acts of service? 

· Include three sources that help in your reflection on the experience, religion and service, Marianist values, and diversity; 

· The reflection includes a detailed journal of the experience itself: Who, what, where, when, how, and why.

· Paper is typewritten, double-spaced, written in a style consistent with the Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers or The Brief Penguin Handbook.

· Your reflection must include your insights into the impact of diversity that you experienced during the experience. Diversity issues also arise because of the complex demographics of the communities we serve.  

2. Write a 10 page research paper based on a visit to a church/temple/synagogue other than your own. The paper will be structured in the following manner:

· 2-3 pages on your own religious tradition (whether you are practicing or not) using at least three sources other than your book; (20%)

· 2-3 pages based on an interview of practitioners at the site you visited; (20%)

· 4-6 pages of additional work on the target community based on additional research. You must include at least five sources other than your book; (30%) 

· Of the eight sources you will use, three of the sources must be in book form. The others may be articles or internet based resources (10%)

· Your paper must include your insights into the reality of diversity in the study of the world’s religions. Remember, diversity issues also arise because of who we are as student/learners and because of the complex demographics of the communities we research and serve. (10%) 

· Paper is typewritten, double-spaced, written in a style consistent with the Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers or The Brief Penguin Handbook. 

· Creative Portfolio: Students are required to complete a class project. The creative portfolio is due April 27, 2001.

· The creative portfolio is an opportunity for you to use your other affective and creative capacities to reflect on the meaning of religion and religious experience in your life. You may use pictures, images, drawings, poetry, music, art work, paintings, and other imaginative/creative works, including video/multimedia presentations. 

· You must prepare 20 entries. Each entry (a collage or poetry/accompanying pictures count as one entry) must have a short paragraph that gives the day the work was done and entered, and your understanding of the significance of the entry for your study of the world’s religions. You can not use any of the papers that you write for other assignments in the class. 

Grade Calculation:

Attendence: Two or more unexcused absences may result in one grade reduction for each unexcused absence.
Tests:


 
50%

300 points total; 100 points per test

Electronic Quizzes: 

10%

60 points
10 points per chapter

Creative Portfolio:

10%

60 points

Class Project:

20%

120 points

Participation:


10%

60 points

 (may include in class writing and discussions)

Your grade is calculated using the following scale:

A: 93-100%; B: 83-92%; C: 73-82%; D: 63-72%; F: 0-62%

Requests for accommodations must be processed through the Counseling Office (Dan Kopf, 735-4845). It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor of any specific special needs or difficulties so that appropriate strategies for completion of work may be mutually developed.


Spring 2004
RE 10303 World Religions
Dr. David Coleman

Office Hours: Henry 206a: Tuesday - Thursday: 9:00-11:00; and by appointment

Office Phone: 735-4826; or my secretary, 735-4827
Email: dcoleman@chaminade.edu
Week One:

January 15: Introduction and overview




Molloy, 1- 25
Film: Huston Smith: My personal philosophy of religion …

Assignment: Write a two page essay that begins with your reaction to the content of this film and ends with your definition and philosophy of religion.

Week Two:

January 22: The definition of religion and myth and oral religions
Molloy, 27-57
Hinduism: Vedic Religion




Molloy, 59-72


Recommended reading: Smith, 17-56

Week Three:

January 29: Hinduism and Jainism




Molloy, 73-103
Film: Jainism






Molloy, 163-178
Assignment: Write a 2-3 page essay in which you define ahimsa and discuss its meaning for the Jains and the possibility of applying it to the West.



You must contact Bro. Tom for Community Service project by today.

Week Four:

February 5: Test One 
Film: Huston Smith, Hinduism and Buddhism
Week Five: 

February 12: Early Buddhism





Molloy, 105-127
Theravada-Mahayana








Film: Footprint of the Buddha

Assignment: Write a 2-3 page essay comparing and contrasting the Noble Eightfold Path and the Ten Commandments in Christianity and Judaism.

Week Six:

February 19: Mahayana Buddhism




Molloy, 127-165


Tibetan Buddhism

Film: Requiem for a Faith




Film: Compassion in Exile: Dalai Lama

Assignment: Write a 2-3 page essay that completes the following: (1) Discuss the meaning of śūnyā  in Mahayana and relate it to the practice of meditation. (2) Discuss the relationship between śūnyā, bodhisattva, and karunā  in the life, commitments, and person of the current Dalai Lama.

Week Seven:

February 26: Chinese Religions Confucianism and Taoism

Molloy, 191-235
Chinese Religions



Film: Confucianism and Taoism

Week Eight:

March 4:  
Test Two

Judaism and anti-Semitism Film: The Longest Hatred



Assignment: Discuss the relationship between the anti-Jewish polemic in Christian thinking and anti-Semitism as a modern political ideology.
Week Nine:

March 11: Judaism and the American Experience


Molloy, 265-319



Film: The Golden Land

Week Ten:

March 18: Judaism and the Holocaust






Film: Out of the Ashes
Judaism and Christianity




Film: Huston Smith, Judaism and Christianity

Assignment: What has Christianity done to overcome the sin of anti-Semitism?
Week Eleven:

April 1: Christianity







Molloy, 321-340
Film: Two thousand years: The history of Christianity (part one)
Week Twelve:

April 8: Christianity







Molloy, 341-362


Film: From Jesus to the Christ

Christianity and the Creed

Week Thirteen:

April 15: Christianity and Reformation




Molloy, 362-403
Christianity and Social Justice

Week Fourteen:

April 22: Islam







Molloy, 405-453



Film: Huston Smith, Islam

Week Fifteen:

April 29: Loose Ends






Molloy, 457-526
Week Sixteen:

Final Exam

TBA
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