CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY

PSY 464 EVOLUTIONARY PSYCHOLOGY

SPRING 2003

SYLLABUS

Instructor:
Robert G. Santee, Ph.D.


Room:
Behavioral Sciences 102

Office:

Behavioral Sciences 105A


Time:   MWF 9:00 – 9:50

Office Hours:
M
3:30 –   5:00



PH:
735-4720



W
1:00 –   2:00



FAX:
 808-739-4670



T/R    11:00 – 12:00



Email:
 rsantee@chaminade.edu



By Appointment

Texts:

Evolutionary Psychology: The New Science of the Mind; D. Buss; 1998



The Origins of Virtue: Human Instincts and the Evolution of Cooperation;




M. Ridley



Buddha’s Nature: A Practical Guide to Discovering Your Place in the Cosmos;




W. Nisker

Chaminade University is a Catholic, Marianist University.  The five characteristics of a Marianist 

education are:  


1.
a balance of reason and faith


2.
education of the whole person


3.
family spirit/community


4.
service, justice, and peace


5.
adaptation to change

Each of these characteristics is integrated, to varying degrees, in this course.

This course focuses on the application of Darwinian and cognitive psychology principles of evolution to the domain of psychology.  It will examine how psychological processes have evolved to assist the individual to adapt to the environment.

The scope of this course is the examination of the integration of evolutionary theory with psychology.  The focus of the course is on the evolved psychological mechanisms/designs that solved specific human adaptive problems.  The course will examine the specific human adaptive problems of 1) survival and growth, 2) mating, 3) parenting, and 4) genetic relations and their respective psychological solutions.  Evolutionary psychology is not so much a specific domain of study as it is a new way of thinking about all aspects of psychology.

OBJECTIVES

Student will demonstrate an understanding of:

1.
evolutionary theory:  adaptation, natural selection, and inclusive fitness.

2.
psychology.

3.
integration of psychology with evolutionary theory and evolutionary psychology.

4.
scientific method relative to evolutionary psychology.

5.
culture from the perspective of evolutionary psychology.

6.
adaptation problems of survival/growth and psychological solutions.

7.
adaptation problems of mating and psychological solutions.

8.
adaptation problems of parenting and psychological solutions.

9.
adaptation problems of genetic relations and psychological solutions.

10.
research in the field of evolutionary psychology.

11.
Buddhist psychology and evolutionary psychology.

12.
human nature and the environment from the perspective of evolutionary psychology.

13.
how this course can be addressed from each of the 5 Marianist educational values.

REQUIREMENTS

3 
Exams – Exam I & II = 100 pts each, Exam III = 200 pts

=
400

1 
5 Page Paper (typed [#12 font], double-spaced, APA style, 

with added cover page to include your name, title of paper, 

course number, date turned in [due date]) integrating Buddhist 

psychology and Evolutionary
theory



 
=
100

1
5 Page Paper (typed [#12 font], double-spaced, APA style, 

with added cover page to include your name, title of paper, 

course number, date turned in [due date]) demonstrating how

evolutionary psychology is applicable in every day life
 
=
100

1
1 Page Paper (typed [#12 font], single-spaced, with added 

cover page to include your name, title of paper, course number, 

date turned in [due date]) on “What is Evolutionary Psychology?”
=
  20







TOTAL


= 
620 pts

PAPERS ARE DUE ON TIME.  5 points a class day will be deducted for late papers.

ATTENDANCE:    If you are not in class when role is taken, you will be counted absent.  If you are marked absent, you will lose 5 points for each absence.

GRADING

A = 558 +

B = 496 – 557

C = 434 – 495

D = 372 – 433

F =  ( 372 

((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((((
Tentative Course Schedule
Week




Topic




Readings
1/13

Introduction, Evolutionary Theory, Darwin,


EP 1



Natural Selection, Scientific Method, Inclusive



Fitness, Integration of Psychology and Evolutionary



Psychology



1/17 – “What is Evolutionary Psychology” PAPER DUE

1/20

1/20 - HOLIDAY

Evolutionary Psychology, Human Nature, Hypotheses, 
EP 2

Adaptive Problems

1/27

Problems of Survival





EP 3

2/3

Sex and Mating – Women




EP 4

2/10

Sex and Mating – Men




EP 5



2/14 – EXAM I

2/17

2/17 - HOLIDAY
Short Term Sexual Strategies




EP 6

2/24

Parenting and Kinship





EP 7

3/3

Problems of Kinship





EP 8

3/10

Cooperative Alliances, Virtue and Cooperation

EP 9, OV All

3/17

Aggression and Warfare




EP 10, OV All



3/21 – EXAM II

3/24

3/24 – 3/28 – SPRING BREAK

3/31

Conflict Between the Sexes, Virtue and Cooperation
EP 11, OV All

4/7

Status, Prestige, and Social Dominance, Cooperation
EP 12, OV All

4/14

Evolutionary Psychology: An Integrative Model, 

EP 13, BN All



Culture
, Buddhist Psychology and Evolutionary 

Theory

4/16 – EVOLUTIONARY APPLICATION  PAPER DUE

4/18 – HOLIDAY

4/21

Buddhist Psychology and Evolutionary Theory

BN All

4/28

Buddhist Psychology and Evolutionary Theory 

BN All



Course Summary



5/2 Last Day of Class



5/2 – BUDDHIST PSYCHOLOGY PAPER DUE

5/5

EXAM III – 10:30 – 12:30

