CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY

PSY 463 PSYCHOLOGY OF DEATH AND DYING

SPRING 2004

Instructor:

Robert G. Santee, Ph.D.

Time:      MWF 9:00-9:50 

Office Hours:

M
3:00 – 5:00


Room:     BS 101




W
1:00 – 2:00


Phone:    735-4720




T/R      11:00 – 12:00 


FAX:       739-4670

Behavioral Sciences 105A

Email:
    rsantee@chaminade.edu



By Appointment





Texts:

Death, Society, and Human Experience; Kastenbaum; 8th Ed.



Dying, Death, and Bereavement 2004/05; Annual Editions

Chaminade University is a Catholic, Marianist University.  The five characteristics of a Marianist education are:  


1.
a balance of reason and faith


2.
education of the whole person


3.
family spirit/community


4.
service, justice, and peace


5.
adaptation to change

Each of these characteristics is integrated, to varying degrees, in this course.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The scope of this course is an exploration into the domain of death and dying.  The focus of the course will be a psychological, philosophical, theological, ethical, biological, and social inquiry to the nature of death.  Topics to be examined include nature of death, life after death, assisted suicide, right to die, suicide, bereavement, death system, death counseling, death in society, and Eastern approaches to death.

OBJECTIVES

Student will demonstrate an understanding of

1.
the relationship of myth to the question of what happens after you die.

2.
the relationship of psychology to the question to what happens after you die.

3.
the psychological aspects of bereavement, grief, and mourning regarding death.

4.
ethical issues related to assisted suicide, suicide, and death.

5.
cross-cultural approaches to death and dying.

6.
children’s experience or perceptions regarding death.

7.
the meaning of death.

8.
how society addresses death.

9.
philosophical aspects of death and dying.

10.
developmental/biological aspects of death.

11.
the psychological aspects of dying.

12.
the scientific method and its application to the study of the psychology of death and 

dying.

13.
relationship between ethics, the medical profession, technology and death and dying.

14.
how this course can be addressed from each of the 5 Marianist educational values.

QUESTIONS TO PONDER DURING THE COURSE OF THE SEMESTER

1.
Does our society deny death?

2.
Is there life after death?

3.
Does culture impact on how we view death?

4.
Why do we die?

5.
If there were no death, how would society be affected?

6.
Who decides who lives and who dies?

ASSESSMENT

1.
3 Exams 





2.
3 Reaction Papers (2 page, double-spaced, typed)




Reaction Papers:  (2 page, double-spaced, typed) reaction paper to the following articles from Annual Editions 2004/2005:

1. “Placing Religion….” (Article 13, pg. 64)


50 pts.

2. “Children, Death, and Fairy Tales” (Article 8, pg. 37)
50 pts.

3. “Doctor, I Want to Die….” (Article 22, pg. 109)

50 pts.

PAPERS ARE DUE ON TIME.  NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED.

ATTENDANCE  

If you are not in class when role is taken, you will be counted absent.  If you are marked absent, you will lose 10 points for each absence.

GRADING

3 Exams 

100 x 3
=  300 pts.

Reaction Papers
  50 x 3
=  150 pts.




TOTAL
    450 pts.

A = 405 +

B = 360 – 404 

C = 315 – 359 

D = 270 – 314 

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

Chaminade will provide assistance for any student with documented disabilities.  Any student who believes he/she may need accommodations in this class must contact Dr. Don Kopf, 735-4845 or Dr. June Yasuhara, 739-4603, at the Counseling Center (office next to Security) in order to determine if the student meets the requirements for documented disability in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  It is important to contact them as soon as possible so that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.

Tentative Course Schedule
Week



Topic





Readings

1/12

Introduction, Thinking About Death, Myth, Religion
DSHE 1-4



Psychological and Philosophical Aspects, Eastern

DDB Unit 1



Approaches, Meaning of Death, Death Anxiety, 

Death Systems, 9/11

1/19

1/19 HOLIDAY



Thinking About Death, Myth, Religion, Psychological
DSHE 1-4



And Philosophical Aspects, Eastern Approaches, 

DDB Unit 1

Meaning of Death, Death Anxiety, Death Systems

Science and Death and Dying

1/26

Developmental Aspects, Causes, Systems, Death

DSHE 11



Anxiety, Death Denial, Science and Death and Dying
DDB  Unit 2



1/30 REACTION PAPER 1 DUE

2/3

Developmental Aspects, Causes, Systems


DSHE 11











DDB  Unit 2

2/9

Dying







DSHE 5-6











DDB Unit 3

2/16

2/16 HOLIDAY

Dying, Hospice





DSHE 5-6



2/20 REACTION PAPER 2 DUE



DDB Unit 3



2/20 EXAM I
2/23

Ethical Issues






DSHE 7-8, 10











DDB Unit 4

3/1

Ethical Issues






DSHE 7-8, 10











DDB Unit 4

3/8

Ethical Issues






DSHE 7-8, 10



3/12 REACTION PAPER 3 DUE



DDB Unit 4



3/12 EXAM II

3/15

Life After Death, Eastern Approaches, Tibetan Book
DSHE 14



of the Dead

3/22

SPRING BREAK

3/29

Life After Death, Eastern Approaches, Tibetan Book
DSHE 14



of the Dead

4/5

Funerals, Burial Rites





DSHE 13



4/9 HOLIDAY





DDB Unit 5

4/12

Bereavement






DSHE 12











DDB Unit 6

4/19

Bereavement






DSHE 12











DDB Unit 6

4/26

Death Education and Counseling



DSHE 15-16

5/3

EXAM III – 10:30-12:30
