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Chaminade University

Psychology 436, Cross-Cultural Psychology

Fall, 2002

Instructor:
Patrick Uchigakiuchi, Ph.D.

Time:  

Monday/Wednesday/Friday, 11:00-11:50 AM

Classroom:
Behavioral Sciences, Room 101

Office:

Behavioral Sciences, Room 116


Office Hrs: 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday 10-11 AM, or by appointment

Phone:

739-4604

E-mail:
puchigak@chaminade.edu

Text:

Culture and Psychology: People Around the World, by David Matsumoto



Scott, Foresman Handbook for Writers (Fifth or Sixth Edition)
Course Description:  

This course will review the major psychological theories, concepts, and research findings related to the study of cross-cultural psychology.  The course provides a general introduction to the topic of understanding how culture influences the way we think, feel, and behave.  Specific areas of study include the effects of culture on development, mental health, personality, and social behavior.  The scientific method as a means of furthering our knowledge in the field of cross-cultural psychology is also emphasized.  Students will learn important concepts through lecture/discussions, videos, readings, small group discussions, out-of-class assignments, and individual presentations in class.

Course Objectives: 

1.  Students will demonstrate an understanding of the use of scientific methodology for answering important questions about how culture influences human behavior.
2.  Students will demonstrate knowledge of the concepts of ethnocentrism, stereotypes, and prejudice.
3.  Students will demonstrate knowledge of the major concepts, research findings, and theories that represent the scientific perspective of how culture influences human development.

4.  Students will demonstrate knowledge of the major concepts, research findings, and theories that represent the scientific perspective of how culture influences gender roles.

5.  Students will demonstrate knowledge of the major concepts, research findings, and theories that represent the scientific perspective of how culture influences our notions of the assessment and treatment of abnormal behavior.

6.  Students will demonstrate knowledge of the major concepts, research findings, and theories that represent the scientific perspective of how culture influences the development of personality.
7.  Students will demonstrate knowledge of the major concepts, research findings, and theories that represent the scientific perspective of how culture influences social behavior.
Course Requirements:

1.  5 quizzes
2.  Final exam
3.  5 individual out-of-class assignments

4.  Group project

Quizzes:  If a student is excused from taking a quiz on the scheduled date (e.g., participating as team member in an athletic event, illness, etc.), the quiz may be made up on a mutually agreed upon date.  Students must notify the instructor prior to the quiz of any excused absences.  Student athletes need to submit a schedule for the season at the beginning of the semester indicating dates in which the student will miss class due to a game or match.  If a student is ill on the day of the quiz, the student must call and leave a voice message or email the instructor on the day of the quiz.

Out-of-class assignments:  Homework assignments in which the student will explore individually and in the community examples of how culture influences the development of our value system, gender role, identity, relationships, and meaning of life.

1. Conduct experiment on “fish” behavior.

2. Prejudice.

3. Culture and develoment.

4. Culture and Personality.

5. Culture and social behavior.

Group Project:  Students will be divided into groups and given a group assignment to research and develop a “movie script” entitled “When Cultures Clash.”  Each group will research a culture of their choice and develop a story of an individual’s quest to find his/her identity and place in the world.  Students will be given specific requirements on the challenges the hero will face and the concepts from our textbook that must be incorporated into the story.  Students must submit a 10-12 page story along with a Reference section documenting the sources of information for the story.  Sources are to include articles from psychology journals, books, and personal interviews.  A minimum of 10 sources must be from psychology journals or books.

IMPORTANT CONCEPTS TO BE DEVELOPED IN YOUR PROJECT:

1.  Using the model described in the video, Discovering Psychology, Cultural Psychology, by ??? describing African American culture, develop your own model for the culture you have selected to research.
Grading:


Grades will be assigned on the basis of the number of points accumulated during the semester.

1.  6 quizzes





60

2.  Final exam





20

3.  5 individual assignments



25

4.  Group project 



            30






          135

Total








A (90-100%)
= 121-135

B (80-89%)
= 108-120

C (70-79%)
= 94-107

D (60-69%)
= 81-93

F (under 59%)
= 80 and below

Course Outline and Calendar
Date

Topics





Readings/Assignments
8/26

Introduction to Cross-Cultural Psychology
Chapter 1




8/28

Introduction to Cross-Cultural Psychology
Chapter 1

8/30

CLASS CANCELLED
9/2

HOLIDAY:  Labor Day

9/4

Understanding and Defining Culture

Chapter 2

9/6

Understanding and Defining Culture

Chapter 2
9/9

Understanding and Defining Culture

Chapter 2

9/11

Culture and Self



Chapter 3

9/13

Culture and Self



Chapter 3


9/16

Culture and Self



Chapter 3

9/18

Culture and Self



Chapter 3

9/20

QUIZ:  Chapters 2-3
Ethnocentrism, Stereotypes, and Prejudice
Chapter 4

9/23

Ethnocentrism, Stereotypes, and Prejudice
Chapter 4

9/25

Ethnocentrism, Stereotypes, and Prejudice
Chapter 4

9/27

Ethnocentrism, Stereotypes, and Prejudice
Chapter 4
9/30

Culture and Basic Psychological Processes
Chapter 6

10/2

Culture and Basic Psychological Processes
Chapter 6

10/4

QUIZ:  Chapters 4 and 6


Culture and Development


Chapter 7

10/7

Culture and Development


Chapter 7

10/9

Culture and Development


Chapter 7

10/11

Culture and Development


Chapter 7
10/14

HOLIDAY:  Discovers’ Day
10/16

Culture and Gender



Chapter 8

10/18

Culture and Gender



Chapter 8

10/21

QUIZ:  Chapters 7 and 8
Culture and Mental Health


Chapter 10
10/23

Culture and Mental Health


Chapter 10
10/25

Culture and Mental Health


Chapter 10

10/28

Culture and Personality


Chapter 15

10/30

Culture and Personality


Chapter 15

11/1

NO CLASS

11/4

Culture and Personality


Chapter 15

11/6

Culture and Personality


Chapter 15

11/8

Culture and Personality


Chapter 15
11/11

HOLIDAY:  Veteran’s Day
11/13

QUIZ:  Chapters 10 and 15
Culture and Social Behavior


Chapter 16

11/15

Culture and Social Behavior


Chapter 16

11/18

Culture and Social Behavior


Chapter 16



11/20

Culture and Social Behavior


Chapter 16

11/21

Culture and Social Behavior


Chapter 16


11/25

Culture and Social Behavior


Chapter 16

11/27

QUIZ:  Chapter 16
11/29

HOLIDAY:  Thanksgiving
12/2

Group Presentations

12/4

Group Presentations

12/6

Group Presentations

12/11

FINAL EXAM, 10:30-12:30
