CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY

RE 367 - TAOISM

SPRING 2004

Instructor:
Robert G. Santee, Ph.D.


Time:   MWF 11:00 – 11:50

PH:

735-4720




Room:  Henry Hall 104

Office Hours:
M
3:00 –   5:00



FAX:
 808-739-4670



W
1:00 –   2:00



email:
 rsantee@chaminade.edu


T/R    11:00 – 12:00







Behavioral Sciences 105A



By Appointment

Texts:

The Shambhala Guide to Taoism; Eva Wong 1997



The Essential Tao:  An Initiation into the Heart of Taoism; T. Cleary



Opening the Dragon Gate:  The Making of a Modern Taoist Wizard; Kaiguo Chen,




T. Cleary

Daoism and Chinese Culture; Kohn

Tales of Taoist Immortals; Wong

Teachings of the Tao; Wong

Chaminade University is a Catholic, Marianist University.  The five characteristics of a Marianist 

education are:  


1.
a balance of reason and faith


2.
education of the whole person


3.
family spirit/community


4.
service, justice, and peace


5.
adaptation to change

Each of these characteristics is integrated, to varying degrees, in this course.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The scope of this course will be a journey into one of the most profound and mystical traditions 

in China: Taoism.  Taoism, along with Confucianism and Buddhism, form the lifeblood of the Chinese people. The course will focus on Shamanism, I Ching, Early Taoism (Lao Tzu, Chuang Tzu, and Lieh Tzu) and, most specifically, Later Taoism (religious Taoism).  Within the domain of religious Taoism, we will explore magical Taoism, divinational Taoism, ceremonial Taoism, internal-alchemic Taoism, and Action/Karma Taoism.  Specific schools to be examined include Celestial Masters, Mao Shan, Lin Bao, and the Complete Reality Schools of Taoism.  Taoist meditation, Taoist yoga and QiGong will be examined.  In addition, the influences of Taoism on Chinese medicine, feng shui, martial arts, aesthetics, Ch’an Buddhism, and Neo-Confucianism will be examined.  In order to develop a feel for the practice of Taoism, we will explore the life of a contemporary religious Taoist, Wang Liping.

T’ai Chi Ch’uan, Ch’i Kung, and meditation will be taught to allow students to develop a feel for Taoist practices.

OBJECTIVES

Student will demonstrate an understanding of:

1.
similarities and differences between Early Taoism and Later Religious Taoism.

2.
schools of Later Taoism:  Celestial Masters, Mao Shan, Ling Bao, and the Complete 

Reality School.

3.
similarities and differences between divinational, magical, ceremonial, internal and external alchemy, and Action/Karma Taoism.

4.
how the life of Wang Liping is an expression of religious Taoism.

5.
Taoist influences on QiGong, martial arts, feng shui, aesthetics, and medicine.

6.
influences of Taoism on Buddhism and Neo-Confucianism.

7.
Taoist concepts of change, wu wei, mindfasting, harmony, Tao, Te, sitting in 

forgetfulness, simplicity, physical immortality, and spiritual immortality.

8.
the relationship of Shamanism to Taoism.

9.
3 treasures of Taoism:  jing, ch’i, and shen.

10.
how this course influences the student in expanding/exploring their own 

religious/spiritual beliefs.

11.
similarities and differences between the Western concept of religion and Taoism.

REQUIREMENTS

3 Exams



    


3 x 100 =
300 

1 Paper –   One page typed, double-spaced.  

      Answer the question:  What is a religion?


  15

3 Papers – Opening the Dragon Gate I

 
     

  45


      Opening the Dragon Gate II

  


  45



      Opening the Dragon Gate III

  


  45


TOTAL


450

Dragon Gate Papers:  The papers will be on the religious/spiritual aspects of Taoism as presented in each section of the book Opening the Dragon Gate:  The Making of a Modern Taoist Wizard.  Essentially, discuss the religious and spiritual aspects of Wang Liping’s Taoism, as presented in each of the 3 sections of the book.  Each paper will be 5 full pages, typed, double-spaced.  Any discrepancy in pages will be a loss of up to 9 points per page.  Title page does not count.  If you quote, single space the quotes.   Do not use lengthy quotes.

PAPERS ARE DUE ON TIME.  NO LATE PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED.

ATTENDANCE

If you are not in class when role is taken, you will be counted absent.  If you are marked absent, you will lose 5 points for each absence.

GRADING

A = 405 +

B = 360 – 404

C = 315 – 359

D = 270 – 314

Students with Disabilities

Chaminade will provide assistance for any student with documented disabilities.  Any student who believes he/she may need accommodations in this class must contact Dr. Don Kopf, 735-4845 or Dr. June Yasuhara, 739-4603, at the Counseling Center (office next to Security) in order to determine if the student meets the requirements for documented disability in accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act.  It is important to contact them as soon as possible so that accommodations are implemented in a timely fashion.

Tentative Course Schedule

Week



Topic





Readings
1/12

Introduction, Shamanism, I Ching, Marianist Values

ET Intro, T 1, TTI I-II



1/14 – “What is a religion?” PAPER DUE


DCC 1-2, TOT 1-2

1/19

1/19 – HOLIDAY 





ET All, T 2, TTI 1-2


Confucianism:  Confucius, Mencius, Hsun Tzu

DCC 1-2, TTI I-II



1/23 FOUNDER’S DAY MASS – NO CLASS


1/26

Tao Te Ching






ODG 1, ET All, T 2











DCC 1-2, TOT 1-2, TTI I-II


2/2

Chuang Tzu






ODG 2-3, ET All, T 2











DCC 1-2, TTI I-II, TOT 1-2

2/9

Lieh Tzu






ODG 4-5, T 2, TTI I-II











DCC 1-2, TOT 1-2

2/16

2/16 - HOLIDAY









Celestial Masters, Ceremonial Taoism, Magical Taoism
ODG 6-8, T 3,7,9,14



2/18 – EXAM I





TOT 3,6,8, TTI III











DCC 3-4, 6,7,8

2/23

Ceremonial Taoism, Celestial Masters, Magical Taoism,
ODG 9-10, T 3,7,9,14

Xiang’Er Commentary




TOT 3,6,8, TTI III

2/27 – PAPER I DUE





DCC 3-4,6,7,8





3/1

Ceremonial Taoism, Celestial Masters, Magical Taoism,
ODG 11-13, T 3,4,9,14

Xiang’Er Commentary




TOT 3,6,8, TTI III, 

DCC 3-4,6,7,8

3/8

Mao Shan/Shang Ch’ing/Mystical Taoism


ODG 14-16, T 4,7











TOT 4,7,9, TTI IV, DCC 5

3/15

Mao Shan/Shang Ch’ing/Mystical Taoism, Ling Bao
ODG 17-18, T 4,7


3/19 – EXAM II





TOT 4,7,9, TTI IV, DCC 5

3/22

SPRING BREAK

3/29

External Alchemy, Internal Alchemy, Complete Reality 
ODG 19-21, T 5,6,10



School, Synthesis of Taoism, Buddhism, and 

TTI V, TOT 5,10,

Confucianism






DCC 9

4/2 – PAPER II DUE


4/5

Internal Alchemy, Complete Reality School


T 6,10, TTI V, TOT 5,7,10











DCC 9

4/12

Complete Reality School




TOT 5,10, TTI V, DCC 9

4/19

Action/Karma Taoism, Divinational Taoism,


TTI V, DCC 10,11



QiGong, Martial Arts, Feng Shui, Aesthetics, Medicine





4/26

QiGong, Martial Arts, Feng Shui, Aesthetics, Medicine
TTI V, DCC 10,11



4/30 – PAPER III DUE

5/5

EXAM III – 10:30 – 12:30

