GOD, SEX AND MONEY
PH 480

Fall 2003

Course Outline

Instructor: C. R. Unni

Objectives

The course is about three very general ideas, all of which are of considerable interest for modern society: God, sex and money. They are of interest to us because much of what happens in the world, including sometimes, wars and revolutions, are greatly influenced by the organizational dynamics contained in these notions. In other words these three notions are important to the way we structure the objects of our desires. The central argument of the course is that while there are no actual things in the world that will exactly stand for these ideas, they do have objects to which they refer and these objects, in an interesting way, cannot exist the way other objects do. They are neither natural objects like trees and rivers, nor manufactured objects like cars and buildings. Yet they function as objects of thought. It is a fact that our lives are deeply affected more by these objects that we can’t see, touch or grasp. How they do so, and why they will continue to do so, make up the themes of the course. 
Organization

The course is based on a book that I am writing on the same set of ideas. But not everything that I plan to put in the book will be put out in the lectures and discussions. The course is organized around 10 lectures followed by discussion and clarification of the ideas presented in those lectures. I shall now very briefly state what each of these lectures will consist of.

1. I shall begin with discussing the common practice of making one thing stand for another involved in the notion of exchange –explaining one word by another, paying by dollar for something whose price is quoted in euro etc.- and there by introduce the student to the notion of a general equivalent or standard measure that functions in the background. In order for one thing to be able to effectively stand for another, there must be something else that serves as a measure in terms of which their equivalence is determined. All exchanges require a standard. While it is fashionable to cite Marx’s discussion of the “money form” that all values take to illustrate this point, the central notion of equivalences and its potential for thought can be found in as ancient a thinker as Aristotle.

2. From the idea of general equivalences, I shall move to the problems involved in symbolically representing the world and in doing so I shall point out how considerations of economy (how to keep symbols to a minimum?) and significance (what do the symbols mean?) both emerge in the struggle to really go beyond the sort of grip which these general equivalents have on our lives. Ultimately of course there arises the question of how these general equivalences themselves can be represented.  
3. In the third lecture I shall take up more seriously the question of overcoming or going beyond the standard measure or general equivalent by critically discussing two ideas: Kant’s Sublime and Hegel’s Absolute. In this lecture, I shall concentrate on what these philosophers meant by ideas such as transcend or overcome. I will be particularly interested in talking about what become known in philosophical writings as the crisis in representation. This is the problem that arises from trying to put into words or attempting to imagine that by virtue of which one thing can be understood in terms of another. For example it is difficult to find adequate words to explain how one word can be made to stand for another and yet we do it all the time. It is a near impossibility to put in to words how it is possible for us to make a word to stand for a thing and yet we have no difficulty in bringing up the image of a dog to our mind when we hear the word dog uttered.   
4. The idea of God links the ideas of the sacred and the sublime, by inviting us to look at the experience of the sublime as a way of experiencing the sacred. But the beauty of the idea of God is that in it and by means of it, we respect the logical requirement imposed on representations. When ever one thing stands for another, we need something else in terms of which this substitution can be certified. When the sublime is used to stand for the sacred, a similar requirement comes into play. But God the most general equivalent cannot itself be represented in this usual way. I shall in this chapter also provide in connection with making this point, a defense of what in philosophy of religion is referred to as St. Anslem’s Ontological Argument for the existence of God. I hope to put Anslem’s argument in a way that it is not open to the usual criticism (existence is not a predicate) emanating from Kant that is usually employed to refute it. 
5. The same logic that works with the central idea of religion also works with our experience of sexuality. In this lecture, I discuss sexual arousal as involving both intentionality and mutual reflexivity. This lecture will fully go into the difference between a sexual arousal and just having an erection. Sexual arousal is towards a person. The concept of arousal with its dynamics of intentionality and reflexivity will be the central focus of this lecture. I will end this lecture by criticizing theories of sexuality emanating from the biological and psychological sciences that conceptualize sexuality as some sort of tension reduction mechanism within us, much like urination or defecation. It is feared that this less sanguine view of sexuality seem to be the basis of what is known as sex education in schools. 
6. In this lecture I shall more fully ground the concept of sexual desire in the idea of desiring a person, not just a body, and elaborate why without linking sexuality to the sublime experience of uniting with the other as a person, it becomes meaningless. I shall further argue that the type of desire for the person that functions in sexual experience –wanting to become one with the other- is redeemable only in an overall linking of this experience with the sublime and thereby ultimately with God. To see sexual desire as the working of God in this special way then also specifies the attendant moral concepts that come in to regulate this type of encounter. 

7. In this lecture I shall discuss the prominent part played by the idea of Phallus, in its role as the measure of evaluating any penis. In this connection I shall offer a critique of certain romantic conceptions of love. I will argue that the Don Juan type of love, by a series of misunderstandings, end up juxtaposing religion and divinity with sex and romantic love. The picture of romantic love offering us an escape from the world of conventions and rituals is not only a misleading one but lies at the root of much unhappiness. I will critically engage Freud and Lacan in their respective notions of human sexuality and argue that their theories in missing the redemptive dimension in sexual experience that only a religious understanding of human relations can provide are entirely unsatisfactory.  
8. I will in this lecture return to the theme of all values taking a money form, which we find in Marx and critically debate the genesis of his notion of the capital. I shall apply the logic of the general equivalent that functions with God (sacred) and Sex (Phallus) to money (Capital). In this lecture I shall also criticize both the idea that economy or the process by which money derives its value is something to be directed by the political state as well as the idea that it should be left alone to the markets. I will criticize the first because it omits taking in to account the motivation for man to strive towards having more. I will criticize the second because it misunderstands what this striving for more actually implies by mistaking the redemptive strivings of the human spirit for a process of consuming made possible through advertising and financing.
9. In this lecture I shall return to the themes of sublime and redemption and examine the representation of our emotional life in romantic literature. Can literature and art replace religion in providing us with a sense of the sublime? I shall try to summarize and then critically evaluate the vision of happy life found in romantic literature which flourished after the French revolution. The reason I do this is that I am deeply convinced that the romantics were mistaken in their belief that the God of the religion which was disestablished by the revolution can be substituted by union with nature, and their conviction that romantic love is the way we achieve this union. While they got it right in so far as the union idea is concerned, they got both the nature of that union and the object of that union, utterly wrong.
10. In the tenth and final lecture, I will pull together the themes of transcendence, sublime, general equivalent etc., to examine what makes us want to understand and act in the world. Man is a complex animal such that even in the most desperate conditions he seems to hope for the better and strive in the world against all odds. What is the secret of this energy? What are the very conditions of this hope? My answer is that in the desire to substitute one thing for another is involved the encounter with the idea of the general equivalent and the further realization that no substitution of this equivalent is possible. It is thus in its nature totally indescribable in so far as any description will require the use of words that stand for qualities whose substitutions are themselves ultimately mediated by it. But being in the presence of this type of non-being is an exhilarating experience in itself and it rebounds to enchant the everyday life in which we are engaged. Suddenly the everyday activities of our lives, much of it routine though they be are not a rat race although nothing in the actual world has changed. Everything remains the way it always has been yet to us who understand the world in the manner in which I have talked about it, all have changed. It is this redemption that alone will make us happy. The search for that salvation is the secret of the energy of life. 
Reading
Three books selected for this course as required reading are as follows:

History of God by Karen Armstrong

The History of Sexuality by Michael Foucault.
The History of Money by Jack Weatherford
Other relevant readings will be suggested in class.
Requirements

Attendance: Students are required to attend the class sessions regularly unless they have a valid excuse, but if a student falls below 75% of attendance, with or with out excuse, they will be recommended to withdraw from the course. 

Quizzes: There will be a short quiz every now and then to keep track of the readings that the students are expected to do. The quizzes are not individually graded. Those who take them consistently will receive a percentage boost in their finals. A missed quiz cannot be made up.

Tests: There will be tests scheduled at regular intervals through out the course. Their aim is to teach students how to do philosophical analysis and write philosophical essays. The tests are administered in class and will have to be taken there. You must come on time and if you miss a test there will be no make up. 

Midterms: There will be two midterms, one given on September 25th and the other on November 6th. The purpose of the midterms is to further test the ability of the student to write philosophical essays. Each midterm will consist of two essays.

Essays: Each student will be expected to do two final essays on selected topics. They will be due on November 25th. 

Final: All students will take a final at the time and place determined by the registrar of the University. The final is given only on the day of the final. Those who request early finals for what ever reasons must submit written permission from the Dean of Instruction and, or The Dean of Students and will have to process their request through the Advising Center. The final will consists of four essays written in class with no notes or references and with a proctor present.

Please note that no single item above will be the sole guide in computing your grade for the whole course. Your general and consistent performance and proof of improvement will be what counts towards the grade. 
Rules

Those who arrive late for quizzes or tests will not be able to take them. No cell phone conversation, other types of conversation unrelated to class discussions or sleeping during class room hours. Absences due to medical reason must be cleared through the advising office. Cheating in tests or papers will result in an F in the course and may even imply academic dismissal. Any conduct disruptive of normal class room activities should be avoided. Please be courteous and polite in your conduct throughout. All class work and homework if any are to be done neatly and on time. The final essays must be properly edited, typed and stapled. Deadlines are crucial. We appreciate your interest in being a student at Chaminade and hope you can enrich all our experiences by sharing your own valuable insights about life with all of us. 

Grades

Please read the relevant section in the most current catalog as to what the letters in the grade system stand for. Briefly they are as follows:

A= Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.

B= Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.

C= Average grade indicating a competent grasp of the subject matter.

D= Inferior work of the lowest passing grade.

F= Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter. 

Please note that an I will be given only when a student did not complete a small portion of the work or the final examination due to circumstances beyond the student’s control. 

Webct

The course information and day to day happenings in the class will also be posted on Chaminade University’s Webct site which you can access at http://webct.chaminade.edu and once there, you can go to the desired course and by clicking on it, you should be able to access all the course information. You may need a password to set up your access for which you should contact Jon Nakasone at jnakason@chaminade.edu .

Office

My office is located in Henry Hall, Room 206 A, cubicle 11. The office hours are between 11-12AM on MWF and from 12-1PM on T and Th. You can see me at other times by appointment. My cell number is: 808 561 4155. My e-mail is crunni@yahoo.com 
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