SCIENCES AND RELIGIONS
PH 425
Fall 2003

Course Outline

Instructor: C. R. Unni

Objectives

The main objective of the course is to examine the historical conflict between the scientific and religious worldviews. Thus in science all explanations are based on natural phenomena where as religion introduces the supernatural. Can the natural and the supernatural be consistently co-exist in a single world view? In examining this theme, I shall examine the elements of what constitutes the modern mindset. It will be my argument that the much dramatized conflict between sciences and religions arise from a limited notion of rationality. At the end of the reformation, European philosophy accepted Descartes’ method of doubt. This method aimed at certainty and philosophy became a search for what can be known with absolute certainty. But European philosophy could have accepted another project, that of Montaigne. By making a correction to Descartes’ mathematical rationality we may be able to get back on the journey to achieve a more integrated form of knowledge.  
Organization

The course is based on a number of seminars I attended at University of California, Berkeley. These seminars were conducted by the Center for Theology and Natural Science (CTNS) and were hosted by the Graduate Theological Institute (GTU) with a grant from the Templeton Foundation. The objectives of these seminars were to explore ways in which the conflict between science and theology can be resolved. Not everything I learned from these seminars have I put into this course I am teaching. But the insights I gained by listening to presentations from a number of distinguished scholars in both theology and the various sciences have influenced my own views and I have freely incorporated these insights in to my own course. I have assembled my main argument in the form of ten lectures and they form the central content of my course. In what follows, I shall briefly summarize these ten lectures.

1. In this lecture I shall examine the European Enlightenment project and in doing so talk about the genesis of issues that lead up to the Enlightenment, the concept of reason that flourished at the time of the Enlightenment and what such a reason implicitly requires one to do. It will be my argument that this form of reason is intolerant and that even after so many years we are still suffering from the influence of this mode of reason. 
2. In my second lecture I shall try to locate the source of the type of reason which emerged as the basis of the Enlightenment’s secular vision of the universe and present some ideas regarding the possible religious roots of this form of reason. In this lecture, I shall also distinguish between various concepts of religion. It will also be an occasion to distinguish between different approaches to knowledge and the relative merits and demerits of each.

3. In the third lecture I shall talk about some historical events of the 17th century which became collectively referred to as the crisis of belief in the European world. The crisis consisted in a breakdown of confidence in the organizing narratives of European life both spiritual and material. How this crisis was resolved will be the center of my attention more than what caused the crisis itself, for the modes of its resolution resulted in a politics of certainty which infected the mindset that later came to be known as the modern. 
4. I this lecture I shall talk about the reconfiguration of the human as rational and the and the consequences of such a new understanding of what it means to be a human person. I shall especially discuss the physics of Newton and the expectations that such a science produced. In the 18th century Europe, these very expectations resided at the root of the French Revolution and the subsequent effort to remake society through the services of the social sciences which emulated the methodological austerity of Newtonian physics.

5. In this lecture I shall dwell on the implications for life in general of the effort to reshape the living arrangements of people through sociology rather than religion. The Latin words ‘socio’ and ‘religio’ both means to hold to bind and hence were the roots from which the social emerges. During the European Enlightenment the shift from religious to secular accounts of phenomena meant that the traditional myths which provided the warp and the woof for making sense of life were abandoned in favor of a new scientific and sterile account of what life consisted. But the problem with this new approach is that it is not possible to find any meaning in life if we are to look at life through its perspective.
6. In this lecture I shall consider some ways to imagine life differently and talk about the role literature and arts began to play the 18th and the 19th centuries to recapture from the abandoned religious imagination that element of enchantment without which life become unbearably vacuous. The arts and literature together with music and drama may not able to completely bring back to life what religion once provided in that what is missing in the secular perspective ultimately are the elements which propitiate the deep desire for redemption. 

7. I this lecture I shall examine the efforts of thinkers to overcome the conflict between the scientific and the religious approaches to reality through the practice of something called natural theology. Here I will consider philosopher Kant’s views on why any effort to prove ancient theological matters by pure reason is a miserably impossible project. But is this failure of natural theology a demonstration of the impossibility of all theological discourse? I will end this lecture by suggesting that there may be need for theological discourse even if the project of natural theology is now impossible to achieve. 
8. In this lecture I shall look at the views of some modern theologians who are also practicing scientists and their efforts to make sense of the concepts of theology within a scientific framework. I shall also make the point that there is no one unified project called science just as there are many religions. When we think of conflict between science and religion what we often have in mind are the irreconcilable differences between extreme versions of logical positivism and equally extreme versions of religious fundamentalism. 
9. In this lecture I shall remark on the differences between physical sciences, biological sciences and social sciences in both their methodologies and objectives. I shall also talk of religions other than the one’s based on the Bible (Judaism, Christianity and Islam) and why in those other religions there are not the same existential tensions between the scientific and religious view orientations.

10. In this final chapter I shall look to the future and propose ways in which we can restructure our conceptual foundations in order to accommodate the full dimensions of human aspirations. I will begin with the concept of reason and examine the possibility of using a more reasonable version of reason that the mathematical version that we often employ. Alternatively I shall talk of the beauty of mathematics and contrasting philosophies of mathematics that enable us to imagine reason in a more aesthetic dimension. I will also examine the concept of God in order to suggest that there are different ways to discourse theology. 
Reading
The following two texts are selected as required reading for this course:
Belief in God in an Age of Science, by John Polkinghorne.

Cosmopolis: The Hidden Agenda of Modernity, by Stephen Toulmin.
Requirements

Attendance: Students are required to attend the class sessions regularly unless they have a valid excuse, but if a student falls below 75% of attendance, with or with out excuse, they will be recommended to withdraw from the course. 

Quizzes: There will be a short quiz every now and then to keep track of the readings that the students are expected to do. The quizzes are not individually graded. Those who take them consistently will receive a percentage boost in their finals. A missed quiz cannot be made up.

Tests: There will be tests scheduled at regular intervals through out the course. Their aim is to teach students how to do philosophical analysis and write philosophical essays. The tests are administered in class and will have to be taken there. You must come on time and if you miss a test there will be no make up. 

Midterms: There will be two midterms, one given on September 25th and the other on November 6th. The purpose of the midterms is to further test the ability of the student to write philosophical essays. Each midterm will consist of two essays.

Essays: Each student will be expected to do two final essays on selected topics. They will be due on November 25th. 

Final: All students will take a final at the time and place determined by the registrar of the University. The final is given only on the day of the final. Those who request early finals for what ever reasons must submit written permission from the Dean of Instruction and, or The Dean of Students and will have to process their request through the Advising Center. The final will consists of four essays written in class with no notes or references and with a proctor present.

Please note that no single item above will be the sole guide in computing your grade for the whole course. Your general and consistent performance and proof of improvement will be what counts towards the grade. 
Rules

Those who arrive late for quizzes or tests will not be able to take them. No cell phone conversation, other types of conversation unrelated to class discussions or sleeping during class room hours. Absences due to medical reason must be cleared through the advising office. Cheating in tests or papers will result in an F in the course and may even imply academic dismissal. Any conduct disruptive of normal class room activities should be avoided. Please be courteous and polite in your conduct throughout. All class work and homework if any are to be done neatly and on time. The final essays must be properly edited, typed and stapled. Deadlines are crucial. We appreciate your interest in being a student at Chaminade and hope you can enrich all our experiences by sharing your own valuable insights about life with all of us. 

Grades

Please read the relevant section in the most current catalog as to what the letters in the grade system stand for. Briefly they are as follows:

A= Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.

B= Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.

C= Average grade indicating a competent grasp of the subject matter.

D= Inferior work of the lowest passing grade.

F= Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter. 

Please note that an I will be given only when a student did not complete a small portion of the work or the final examination due to circumstances beyond the student’s control. 

Webct

The course information and day to day happenings in the class will also be posted on Chaminade University’s Webct site which you can access at http://webct.chaminade.edu and once there, you can go to the desired course and by clicking on it, you should be able to access all the course information. You may need a password to set up your access for which you should contact Jon Nakasone at jnakason@chaminade.edu .

Office

My office is located in Henry Hall, Room 206 A, cubicle 11. The office hours are between 11-12AM on MWF and from 12-1PM on T and Th. You can see me at other times by appointment. My cell number is: 808 561 4155. My e-mail is crunni@yahoo.com 
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