PHILOSOPHY OF LANGUAGE

PH 415

FALL 2002

Instruction: August 26th to Dec. 6th, 2002

Final exam week: Dec. 9th to Dec. 12th, 2002

	Instructor: Dr. C. R. Unni.

Text: The Norton Anthology of Theory and Criticism by Leith.

Class Meetings: Monday, Wednesday and Friday..

Time: 1:00 – 1:50

Room: Henry 227


What is Philosophy of Language?

Philosophy in the 1900’s took a linguistic turn by which I mean it became intensely interested in language as a field of study. There is a field of study called linguistics which studies the actual mechanics of language. Philosophical interest in language was not a duplication of this. Language is a system of symbols or words. There are rules that connect words to words. These are the grammatical or syntactic rules. Then there are rules that connect words to things, the words CAT pick out the animal cat. These are the semantic rules. There are also many conventions that affect language. Thus the words “you are guilty” said by the judge at the proper time in the proper place and so on actually convicts the person. But these words have that effect because of the pragmatic rules that govern them and not because of their syntax or semantics. A linguist is interested in all of these. But philosophers began to look at the relationship between language and the reality it depicts. Does language reflect a preexisting reality or does it actually constitute that reality? Number of philosophers began to think of language as actually constituting reality. But what can possibly be meant by this? Obviously we cannot make anything what it is b just saying that it is. So what is meant by constituting? It is this question that I want to study in this course. Also the reality that I will be interested in is the self. So the main focus of the course will be: How is our own self or identity constituted by the way we speak, read and write?
What are our objectives in this course?

The overall objective of the course is to introduce the student to the philosophical idea that who we are is at least in part constituted by how we talk about ourselves and the world in which we live. This talk here is to mean the literary uses of language. More specifically the course has the following objectives:

· Introduce students to different uses of language.

· Understand the nature of the figurative use of language.

· Understand language as a system of signification.

· Understand the concept of meaning and how meaning is generated.

· Introduce students to the idea that reading is in itself a critique.
· Understand the concept of writing from a philosophical angle.

· Understand the notion of a discourse.

· Understand how language is deeply involved in class, race and gender classifications.

· Learn the fundamentals of a variety of critical theories.

· Develop competency in the technical vocabulary in which criticism is written to day.
What approach will be taken in this class?

The actual teaching methods will be a combination of lectures, student conferences and video presentations. I will begin by critically assessing the view of language as a representation or reflection of reality and then introduce the students to the alternative view of it as a constitution of reality. All of the important philosophical stock of concepts will then become part of our discussion. This includes concepts such as reality, knowledge, belied, self, identity, mind, meaning and action. 
How is the course related to Chaminade’s Mission?

Chaminade’s Core Academic beliefs document defines our mission to include education for formation of faith, integral, quality education, education and family spirit, education for service, peace and justice, education for adaptation and change. This course while sharpening the student’s sense of immanent philosophical and religious questions in their lives will also invite them to look at the ways philosophical questions arise in the daily activities of their lives.

What are the requirements in this course?

For a successful completion of the course all students must meet the following requirements to the satisfaction of the instructor. 

· Attend class meetings and participate in the course on a regular basis. What this means for the purpose of this class, which meets three times a week, is that the student cannot miss more than 5 class meetings and expect to get the full benefit of the course. 

· There will be 4 short tests.

· There will be two midterms, and a final.

· The midterms and finals will be take home with strict deadlines. 

· There will be regular student group activities and reports from these group activities will be presented to the class according to a format specified by the instructor.

· There will be homework assignments, which must be completed according to specifications and submitted on time. 

How will this course be of use to the students?

Even though a subject like philosophy of language sounds abstract and remote from actual life, nothing could be more directly related to our lives than the way we picture reality and make our decisions on the basis of how that reality appears to us. Every day through news papers and television our world is narrated to us by the media experts and our own beliefs as to what is true and what is false are directly influenced by this packaging. We also learn how to love, have faith, fear and respect from the great lore of literary representations of these inner states of mind that are available to us through literature of different genre. Taking this course will put the student directly in touch with the forces that actually make up this world.
What will be expected of the students in this course?

No course can be successfully taught without the informed participation of all of its members. As the instructor in this course, I will do my homework and the same is expected of the students. I don’t what to teach this course just to market some grades or credits. I want it to be a meaningful educational experience in which both the students and the instructor will learn something by attempting to do things together. What we attempt to do together in this course is to learn how the new powerful machines of communication image the aspects of the reality in which we live and also how these same machines influence our attitudes to this reality and motivate us to act in it. But as perceivers and actors in this mediated world, we also carry a burden of establishing continuity with other images that we remember from elsewhere, from literature or religious texts. Unless students are willing to engage their projects and report their findings, we cannot meaningfully relate. So I expect all of us to be enthusiastic, cooperative, and mutually encouraging of each other’s learning styles and academic interests. 

How will the students be graded in this course?

I shall cite from page 42 of the Chaminade General catalog 2002-2003 the relevant words on the grading standards of this university with some comments on how we should understand them as applied to this course.

Grades are calculated from the student’s daily work, class participation, quizzes, tests, term papers, reports, and the final examination. They are interpreted as follows.

A
Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.

B
Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.

C
Average grade indicating a competent grasp of the subject matter.

D
Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work.

F
Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no grade given. 

For the purpose of this class I shall now give you an idea of how I shall apply some of the standards that appear in the above statement.

· Outstanding scholarship will mean that the student’s papers and reports show that they have read, understood and are able to apply ideas from sources outside the required text.

· Unusual degree of intellectual initiative will mean creativity in applying what the student has learned in the papers and reports. 

· Superior work done in a consistent manner means that the students is able to state in their own words and in a clear and organized manner the answers to the central questions the instructor will pose as test questions. But the word consistent is important. This means that the student is always prepared and does not fall back in their daily work and that they do well not just in one test abut in a number of them. 

· Competent grasp of the subject matter means that you know the main ideas but are not familiar with how to develop them, provide examples for them or apply them. Again the competency will be judged on an overall basis. What this means is that you should be competent not just in one area of the course but this competence should be pervasive. It should extent to all the areas we cover in the course.      

How can the student contact the instructor in this course? 

Office Location:
Henry Hall 206 (A) Cubicle 11

Office Hours:

MW 10-11; TTh 12:00 – 1:50 

By Appointment:
For other times please make an appointment.

Telephone numbers:

Office:
808-735 4775

Home:
808-941-8434

Cell:
808-561 4155

e-mail: crunni@yahoo.com
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