Philosophy 105 -- Ethics

Spring 2004

Instructor: Dr. Thomas (Toby) Yos

Meeting Time: Thursday, 5:30-9:40 p.m.

Meeting Dates: April 8-June 10

Classroom: Kaneohe

Office Hours: Before and after class

E-mail: tyosbyos@aol.com

Pager Number: 299-9840

Required Text: Thiroux, Jacques P.  Ethics: Theory and Practice (Seventh Edition).  

    Prentice Hall Inc.: New Jersey, 2001.

Course Description: What should we do?  What is right?  How should we live?  

These are important questions to which we must all, in living our lives, find answers.  Ethics, a part of the discipline of philosophy, is the attempt to provide answers to these questions.  In this class we will learn about the ethical questions and answers which famous philosophers have formulated.  Just as importantly, we will ourselves, through discussion and writing, explore the ethical dimension of our world.  This class, in other words, is equally concerned with both the theory and the practice of ethics.

Course Objectives: (1) To teach students about ethics and to help them to figure out what is involved in living an ethical life.  (2) To empower students to read, write, speak, and listen more critically.

Course Expectations and Grading:  Your final grade will be calculated as

follows:

    Tests: 5/11 of final grade (100 points)

        Mid-Term Exam (50 points)

        Final Exam (50 points)

    Writing Assignments: 5/11 of final grade (100 points)

        5 Assignments (20 points each X 5 = 100 points)

    Classwork/Attendance: 1/11 of final grade (20 points)

        Classwork (10 points)

        Attendance (1 point per class X 10 = 10 points)

    Discussion Participation: Up to 7 extra-credit points are possible

198-220 points = A, 176-197 = B, 154-175 = C, 132-153 = D, 131 and Below = F

    Tests: There will be 2 tests.  Together the tests will count for 5/11 of the final grade.  The purpose of the tests is to check if you are comprehending the material from the textbook and the lectures.

    Written Assignments: You must, during the course of the term, complete 5 written assignments.  Each assignment will count for 1/11 of the final grade.  

Each paper should be 2-3 typed, double-spaced pages.  These papers will give you the opportunity to think through the material which we have studied.

    Written Assignment Topics: At the end of each chapter there is a section called "Exercises for Review."  A written assignment consists of fully answering one of the questions in an "Exercises for Review" section from any one of the chapters 8-15.  For example, if you choose to do a written assignment on chapter 8, you will turn to the "Exercises for Review" section and answer one of the questions.  Please note that, since there are eight chapters to choose from and since you only have to do five assignments, you do not have to do a written assignment each week; you can choose the five topics which are most interesting to you.

    Written Assignment Due Date: A written assignment is due two weeks from the time the chapter is assigned.  For instance, chapter 8 is assigned for homework following the second class, so a written assignment on chapter 8 would be due at the beginning of the fourth class.  Assignments turned in after this two-week period will be penalized for each week which they are late.

    Classwork: The last segment of each class will be spent working in small groups considering "Cases for study and discussion."  Before leaving class you must fill out a brief "Exit Pass" form which summarizes your group's work.  

You will be asked to complete one of these each week (except the first week) and do an additional one at the end of the class.  Each of these 10 forms is worth 1 point; together they are worth 10 points or 1/22 of your final grade.

    Attendance: You are expected to attend every class.  Each class that you attend is worth 1 point in your final grade.  (If you are late to class or leave early, you will be awarded 1/2 of a point.)  The reason why you miss class is irrelevant; if you aren't in a class, you don't get the point.  Attendance makes up 1/22 of your final grade (but please note that missing lectures and discussions will likely harm your performance in other areas of the class).

    Discussion Participation: There will be weekly class discussions.  Based upon the students' assessment of the quality of these discussions up to 7 extra-credit points may be added to everyone's final grade.  Note, however, that your getting these points depends on your participation in the discussions.  

One extra-credit point will be subtracted from your total for each discussion which you miss.

    Late Work: There will be a penalty for work which is turned in later than the stated deadline.  All work will be penalized 5% for each week that it is late.  Please note that the assignments for the entire course will be passed out to you during the first class.  Therefore, not having an assignment completed because you were absent the previous week and, hence, "did not get the assignment" is not an acceptable excuse.

Course Outline: (Warning: This outline is subject to change)

Class #1 (April 8): 

Introduction and the "Good Thinker's Tool Kit"

Read: Chapter 1

Class #2 (April 15): 

Theory: What is Morality? 

Read: Chapters 2 and 8

Do: (You must do 5 written assignments during the course of the class)

Class #3 (April 22): 

Theory: Consequentialist Theories of Morality.

Practice: The Taking of Human Life

Read: Chapters 3 and 9

Do: (You must do 5 written assignments during the course of the class)

Class #4 (April 29):

Theory: Deontological Theories of Morality and Virtue Ethics

Practice: Mercy Killing

(Due: Written Assignments from Chap. 8)

Read: Chapters 4 and 10

Do: (You must do 5 written assignments during the course of the class)

Class #5 (May 6):

Theory: Absolutism and Relativism

Practice: Abortion

(Due: Chap. 9)

Read: Chapter 11

Do: (You must do 5 written assignments during the course of the class) Study for Exam

Class #6 (May 13):

*Mid-Term Exam

Practice: Lying, Cheating, and Stealing

(Due: Chap. 10)

Read: Chapters 5 and 12

Do: (You must do 5 written assignments during the course of the class)

Class #7 (May 20):

Theory: Freedom and Determinism

Practice: Morality, Marriage, and Human Sexuality

(Due: Chap. 11)

Read: Chapters 6 and 13

Do: (You must do 5 written assignments during the course of the class)

Class #8 (May 27):

Theory: Rewards and Punishment

Practice: Medical Ethics

(Due: Chap. 12)

Read: Chapters 7 and 14

Do: (You must do 5 written assignments during the course of the class)

Class #9 (June 3):

Theory: Setting up a Moral System

Practice: Business Ethics

(Due: Chap. 13)

Read: Chapter 15

Do: (You must do 5 written assignments during the course of the class) Study for Final Exam

Class #10 (June 10):

*Final Exam

Movie

(Due: Chap. 14 and 15 and any missing work)

