Philosophy 103 -- Critical Thinking

Spring 2004

Instructor: Dr. Thomas (Toby) Yos

Meeting Time: Monday, 5:30-9:40 p.m.

Meeting Dates: April 5-June 14

Classroom: Pearl Harbor

Office Hours: Before and after class

E-mail: tyosbyos@aol.com

Pager Number: 299-9840

Required Text: Diestler, Sherry.  Becoming a Critical Thinker: A User Friendly Manual 

    (Third Edition).  Prentice Hall Inc.: New Jersey, 2001.

Course Description: The famous philosopher Socrates once said: "The unexamined life is not worth living."  But how does one examine one's life?  What gives us the power to understand ourselves and our world in a deeper and more accurate way?  It is, in large part, the quality of our thinking.  If one can think carefully and critically about things, one is better prepared to live a more genuine and fulfilling life.  In this class students will learn to be better thinkers.  They will learn to spot poor, misleading thinking.  They will also learn how to use effective thinking strategies.  Students will learn not only by listening to lectures and reading from the textbook.  They will also learn to think better by practicing this good thinking while discussing and writing; they will learn how to examine their lives through the process of actually examining their lives.

Course Objectives: (1) To empower students to examine their world more carefully.  (2) To help students to read, write, speak, and listen more critically.

Course Expectations and Grading:  Your final grade will be calculated as

follows:

    Tests: 1/3 of final grade (100 points)

        Mid-Term Exam (50 points)

        Final Exam (50 points)

    Papers: 1/3 of final grade (100 points)

        Paper #1 (50 points)

        Paper #2 (50 points)

    Homework/Attendance: 1/3 of final grade (100 points)

        6 homework assignments (15 points each X 6 = 90 points)

        Attendance (1 point per class X 10 = 10 points)

    Discussion Participation: Up to 10 extra-credit points possible

270-300 points = A, 240-269 = B, 210-239 = C, 180-209 = D, 179 and Below = F

    Tests: There will be 2 tests.  Each test will count for 1/6 of the final grade.  The purpose of the tests is to check if you are comprehending the material from the textbook and the lectures.

    Papers: There will be 2 papers.  Each paper will count for 1/6 of the final grade.  Each paper should be 3-5 typed, double-spaced pages.  These papers will give you the opportunity to think through the material which we have studied and also to do your own philosophizing.

    Homework: You will be assigned six homework exercises (either an exercise from your book or a handout).  Each of the six assignments is worth 15 points; together they are worth 90 points or 3/10 of the final grade.  The purpose of these assignments is to give you a chance to practice some of the skills which you will learn in class.

    Attendance: You are expected to attend every class.  Each class that you attend is worth 1 point in your final grade.  (If you are late to class or leave early, you will be awarded 1/2 of a point.)  The reason why you miss class is irrelevant; if you aren't in a class, you don't get the point.  Attendance makes up 1/30 of your final grade (but please note that missing lectures and discussions will likely harm your performance in other areas of the class).

    Discussion Participation: There will be weekly class discussions.  Based upon the students' assessment of the quality of these discussions up to 10 extra-credit points may be added to everyone's final grade.  Note, however, that your getting these points depends on your participation in the discussions.  

For instance, if the class is granted 10 extra-credit points but you were absent for 2 of the 10 discussions, you would only get 8 points.

    Late Work: There will be a penalty for work which is turned in later than the stated deadline.  All work will be penalized 5% for each week that it is late.  Please note that the assignments for the entire course will be passed out to you during the first class.  Therefore, not having an assignment completed because you were absent the previous week and, hence, "did not get the assignment" is not an acceptable excuse.

Course Outline: (Warning: This outline is subject to change)

Class #1 (April 5): Introduction: Thinking Well and Reading Critically

Read: Chapter One

Do: Homework #1: "The Good Thinker's Tool kit" (handout and 3 newspaper

editorials)

Class #2 (April 12): Arguments

Read: Chapter Two

Do: Homework #2: Diagramming Arguments (handout)

Class #3 (April 19): Values and Problem Solving

Read: Chapter Three

Do: Homework #3: Problem Solving (handout)

Class #4 (April 26): Inductive and Deductive Arguments.  Causal

GeneralizationsRead: Chapter Four

Do: Paper #1: Topic: pp. 57-58 (#1-5, choose one) or pp. 95-96 (#1-3, choose

one)

Class #5 (May 3): Statistical Evidence and Surveys

*Paper #1 Due   

Read: Chapter Five

Do: Homework #4: pp. 172-178 (read article and answer questions #1-4 on pp. 

177-178)

Study for Exam

Class #6 (May 10): Analogical Arguments

*Mid-Term Exam (on classes #1-5 and chapters #1-5)

Read: Chapter Six

Do: Homework #5: pp. 214-218 (read articles, use Good Thinker's Tool Kit, and look for Fallacies)

Class #7 (May 17): Reasoning Errors

Read: Chapter Seven

Do: Homework #6: pp. 251-252 (#3, 4, or 5; choose one)

Class #8 (May 24): The Power of Language

Read: Chapter Eight

Do: Paper #2: Topic: pp. 287-289 (#1-10; choose one)

Class #9 (June 7): Suggestion in Media and Being Receptive *Paper #2 Due

Read: Chapters Nine and Ten

Do: Study for Final Exam

Class #10 (June 14): Movie: "12 Angry Men"

*Final Exam (on classes #6-9 and chapters #6-10) (all work due)

