INTRODUCTION TO PHILOSOPHY

PH 100
Fall 2003

Course Outline

Instructor: C. R. Unni

Objectives

The main objective of the course is to teach students how to do philosophy. This will be done in this course by first showing students how it was done by others and then teaching them how to do it now. Throughout, the aim is to encourage the students to adopt the type of reflective attitude that produces philosophical insights. It is very much oriented towards making students write and therefore the essays they write will be the main focus of both evaluation and assessment. 
Method
The method that I will use to teach this introduction course will consist of lectures and discussions. I will present to the class a number of very short essays that I will write myself for this class. The point of doing this is to show the student what sorts of things one will say in a philosophical essay.

Text 
The text Culture and Values, by Cunningham and Reich, contains a lot more than just philosophy. There are two reasons why I use that text instead of a pure philosophy text. First it enables me to put philosophy in the wider context of the various disciplines that constitute the study of humanities. Second it helps me to explain better to my students that philosophical thought can change depending on historical events. What happens to us influences our views of life and the world in which that life is lived.
Requirements
Attendance: Students are required to attend the class sessions regularly unless they have a valid excuse, but if a student falls below 75% of attendance, with or with out excuse, they will be recommended to withdraw from the course. 
Quizzes: There will be a short quiz every now and then to keep track of the readings that the students are expected to do. The quizzes are not individually graded. Those who take them consistently will receive a percentage boost in their finals. A missed quiz cannot be made up.
Tests: There will be tests scheduled at regular intervals through out the course. Their aim is to teach students how to do philosophical analysis and write philosophical essays. The tests are administered in class and will have to be taken there. You must come on time and if you miss a test there will be no make up. 
Midterms: There will be two midterms, one given on September 29th and the other on November 7th. The purpose of the midterms is to further test the ability of the student to write philosophical essays. Each midterm will consist of two essays.
Essays: Each student will be expected to do two final essays on selected topics. They will be due on November 26th. 
Final: All students will take a final at the time and place determined by the registrar of the University. The final is given only on the day of the final. Those who request early finals for what ever reasons must submit written permission from the Dean of Instruction and, or The Dean of Students and will have to process their request through the Advising Center. The final will consists of four essays written in class with no notes or references and with a proctor present.
Please note that no single item above will be the sole guide in computing your grade for the whole course. Your general and consistent performance and proof of improvement will be what counts towards the grade. 
Rules

Those who arrive late for quizzes or tests will not be able to take them. No cell phone conversation, other types of conversation unrelated to class discussions or sleeping during class room hours. Absences due to medical reason must be cleared through the advising office. Cheating in tests or papers will result in an F in the course and may even imply academic dismissal. Any conduct disruptive of normal class room activities should be avoided. Please be courteous and polite in your conduct throughout. All class work and homework if any are to be done neatly and on time. The final essays must be properly edited, typed and stapled. Deadlines are crucial. We appreciate your interest in being a student at Chaminade and hope you can enrich all our experiences by sharing your own valuable insights about life with all of us. 

Grades

Please read the relevant section in the most current catalog as to what the letters in the grade system stand for. Briefly they are as follows:
A= Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative.

B= Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner.

C= Average grade indicating a competent grasp of the subject matter.

D= Inferior work of the lowest passing grade.

F= Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter. 

Please note that an I will be given only when a student did not complete a small portion of the work or the final examination due to circumstances beyond the student’s control. 

Webct

The course information and day to day happenings in the class will also be posted on Chaminade University’s Webct site which you can access at http://webct.chaminade.edu and once there, you can go to the desired course and by clicking on it, you should be able to access all the course information. You may need a password to set up your access for which you should contact Jon Nakasone at jnakason@chaminade.edu .

Office

My office is located in Henry Hall, Room 206 A, cubicle 11. The office hours are between 11-12AM on MWF and from 12-1PM on T and Th. You can see me at other times by appointment. My cell number is: 808 561 4155. My e-mail is crunni@yahoo.com 
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	1
	
	25-Aug
	
	M
	
	1. Pre-Test: All students will be given a ten question pretest to determine their entry level competence in philosophy. 

2. Distribution of course outline.

3. Collection of student information and e-mails.
	
	

	2
	
	27-Aug
	
	W
	
	1. Description of course outline.

2. Brief introduction to philosophy and philosophers.

3. Explanation of how to use the text.
	
	

	3
	
	29-Aug
	
	F
	
	1. Text: Reading, Chapter 12
2. Explain the idea of humanism
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	4
	
	3-Sep
	
	W
	
	1. Text Reading, Chapter 13.
2. Further discussion of humanism.
	
	

	5
	
	5-Sep
	
	F
	
	1. Text Reading, Chapter 14.
2. The idea of reformation.
	
	

	6
	
	8-Sep
	
	M
	
	1. Renaissance, Humanism and Reformation
2. The arts and the spirit of the age.
	
	

	7
	
	10-Sep
	
	W
	
	Test (1) Chapters 12, 13, and 14.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	8
	
	12-Sep
	
	F
	
	1. Text Reading, Chapter 15.

2. Counter Reformation.
3. Baroque.
	
	

	9
	
	15-Sep
	
	M
	
	1. The importance of Galileo as a thinker.
2. The cosmic drama of European life.

3. The debate about authority.
	
	

	10
	
	17-Sep
	
	W
	
	1. Certainty and knowledge
2. Contribution of Descartes.

3. The method of doubt.
	
	

	11
	
	19-Sep
	
	F
	
	Test (2) Chapters 14 and 15.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	12
	
	22-Sep
	
	M
	
	1. Text Reading, Chapter 2.

2. Life as portrayed in the literature of the 17th century.
3. Comedy and Tragedy.
	
	

	13
	
	24-Sep
	
	W
	
	1. Text Reading, Chapter 16

2. Enlightenment.
	
	

	14
	
	26-Sep
	
	F
	
	1. Text Reading, Chapters 9 and 10.

2. Contrasting the Middle Ages with the culture of the Enlightenment.
3. Life as portrayed in the literature of the 18th century.
	
	

	15
	
	29-Sep
	
	M
	
	Midterm (1) Chapters 2, 9, 10, 15 and 16.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	16
	
	1-Oct
	
	W
	
	1. Text Reading, Chapter 17.

2. Politics and History as ideas for reflection.
3. Nationalism as an idea.
	
	

	17
	
	3-Oct
	
	F
	
	1. Romanticism
2. Life as portrayed in the literature of 19th century.
	
	

	18
	
	6-Oct
	
	M
	
	1. American reception of romanticism.
2. Music and art of the romantic period.
	
	

	19
	
	8-Oct
	
	W
	
	Test (3) Chapters 16 and 17.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	20
	
	10-Oct
	
	F
	
	1. Text Reading, Chapter 18.
2. The idea of the modern.
	
	

	21
	
	15-Oct
	
	W
	
	1. The Novel and the modern cast of mind.
2. Modernity and modernism.
	
	

	22
	
	17-Oct
	
	F
	
	1. Arts and Music of the moderns.
2. The modern as an approach to time.
	
	

	23
	
	20-Oct
	
	M
	
	Test (4) Chapters 17 and 18.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	24
	
	22-Oct
	
	W
	
	1. Text Reading Chapter 21.
2. World War 1.
	
	

	25
	
	24-Oct
	
	F
	
	1. Modernism as a reaction to modernity.
2. Seeing reality differently.
	
	

	26
	
	27-Oct
	
	M
	
	1. Literature

2. The unconscious.

3. Art as escape, protest and propaganda.
	
	

	27
	
	29-Oct
	
	W
	
	Test (5) Chapters 18 and 21.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	28
	
	31-Oct
	
	F
	
	1. Text Reading Chapter 22.
2. World War 2
	
	

	29
	
	3-Nov
	
	M
	
	1. Science and Religion in contemporary life.
2. War and the destruction of values.
	
	

	30
	
	5-Nov
	
	W
	
	1. Existentialism.
2. Postmodernism.
	
	

	31
	
	7-Nov
	
	F
	
	Midterm (2) Chapters 17, 16, 21 and 22.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	32
	
	10-Nov
	
	M
	
	1. What do we want philosophy to do?
2. What it can be expected to do.
3. Philosophy, literature and theology.
	
	

	33
	
	12-Nov
	
	W
	
	1. What we expect out of our education?
2. Education and life.
3. How we can understand what Fr. Chaminade stood for.
	
	

	34
	
	14-Nov
	
	F
	
	1. A philosophy for the ordinary person.
2. The idea of a decent man.

3. How to apply Marianist sentiments in real life.
	
	

	35
	
	17-Nov
	
	M
	
	Test (6) Class discussions.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3
	
	19-Nov
	
	W
	
	Workshop on Essays.
	
	

	37
	
	21-Nov
	
	F
	
	Practice writing.
	
	

	38
	
	24-Nov
	
	M
	
	Practice writing.
	
	

	39
	
	26-Nov
	
	W
	
	Essays Due.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	40
	
	1-Dec
	
	M
	
	Review
	
	

	41
	
	3-Dec
	
	W
	
	Review
	
	

	42
	
	5-Dec
	
	F
	
	Review
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Please note that this document is subject to changes as the course gets under way in order to accommodate to various contingencies. All changes will be announced in class. It is the student’s responsibility to keep up with any changes. 
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