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PHYSICS UCTION TO ASTRONOMY

Instructor: Dr. Jack F. McMillan

Class Location: Pearl Harbor. Bldg 679

Class Hours: TTh 4:45 - 6350 PM , 7:05 - 95:10 PM (Lab)

Office Hours: TBA

Phone: 536~-5456

e-mail: JMcmi24018Racl.com

Text: Astroncmy Today, Third Edifion
Chaisson, Eric and McMillan, Steven:; Prentice
Hall Publishing Co.

T. Covrsa Goale:

This course is designed to provide the student with an
understanding of modern asirenomical principies and
scientific methods. The course will examine the current
bodv of knowledge in astronemy with an -emphasis on
recent data provided by satellite missions. Alsc, the
course will introduce the student to the Internet wvia
astronomv-related websites.

I1I. Courpse-Gbtectiwves:

1. To develop an understanding of the historical and
preseat role of astroromy in society.

2. To develop an understanding and appreciation of

3. To be able to define Astronomy and know what
astronomers -do.

4. To be able to define and use astronomical
termjirolioav.

5. Understand the importance of astroncmy in everyday
life,

6. To learn to distinguish science from pooular
pseudoscience.



III. Coyrse Resguirsments:

1. Homework. There will be weeklv assianments due the
follwyina week worth 10 poinis -each.
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Fyaminat+inne Thara will ha fAnr t+acte warth 1NN

poin;s4aach.

3. Lab Reports. There will be 10 labs with revorts due
the follewinag lab sessioen. E£ach repori is worth 10
points.

4. Extra Credit: The instructor will suggest extra

credit assignments. Tvpically, {hese help when -one’s
arade is "borderline™,

TV Cranfema-

A =930 - 100 % 450 - 500 points
B =80 r 85 % 480 — 445 -points
C =70 - 75 % 350 - 359 points
D =60 » €5 % 383 — 248 points
F = Below 60 % 000 - 299 points
V. Topies: Chapter
Charting The Heavens 1
The Copgrﬂieaﬁ Revolution J
Radiation 3
Spectrogcopy 4
Exam 1
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The Solar Svstem
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The Terrestrial Planets 8.5.10

The Joviana -Planets- 11.,12.13



Ryam 2

Measuring the Stars
Steilar Formation
Stellar Evolution
Stellar Explosions
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Normal Galaxies

Cosmology
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