MU 102  Introduction to World Music

Chaminade University of Honolulu

Fall 2003
Instructor: Minako Waseda (mwaseda@chaminade.edu)

Place: Eiben Hall #207

Time: Tuesdays, 2:00 – 4:50 PM

COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course is designed for general students with minimal musical background. It introduces musical cultures outside of Western art music tradition. The discussion will focus on not only the sound of different musics of the world, but also their aesthetic foundations, relation to social and cultural contexts, historical development, and cross-cultural interactions and influences. Major cultural areas to be covered are: Pacific Islands (Hawaii and Tahiti), East Asia (Japan and China), Southeast Asia (Indonesia), South Asia (India), Africa, and North America (African-American). With the aid of reading, listening, and visual materials, students will discover the richness and diversity of the world's musical cultures, and develop ways for further exploring and appreciating different cultures through music beyond this class, which would definitely enrich their personal lives. 


REQUIRED STUDY MATERIALS
1. Textbook:  Nettl, et al, eds.  Excursions in World Music, second edition, Prentice Hall, 1997.

2. MU102 CDs 

The music CDs especially made for this course will be provided for each student at the beginning of the semester.  They are free, but MUST BE RETURNED to the instructor on the final exam day.  If students failed to return the CDs, they automatically receive “F” grade.  

This course places a great emphasis on the audio-visual materials. If you have any problem in listening to the CDs, please notify the instructor as soon as possible.

3. Handout packet (maps, illustrations, extra readings, etc.) 
The packet will also be provided for each student at the beginning of the semester.  It is free, and need not to be returned. 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
1. Weekly reading assignment (see “Tentative Course Schedule” in this syllabus for assigned reading materials)

2. Listening to the musical examples on the CDs corresponding to the topic of each week

3. Two performance reports (2-3 pages) of live musical performances

See “Performance Report Guidelines” included in the handout packet for details

4. Two midterm and one final exams

ALL THE REQUIREMENTS MUST BE COMPLETED TO PASS THE COURSE.
GRADING CRITERIA
Midterm: 40 x 2 = 80 points 

Performance reports: 30 x 2 = 60 points 

Final exam: 60 points





TOTAL = 200 points
180-200 points = A
160-179 points = B
140-159 points = C
120-139 points = D
119 points and below = F
MIDTERM AND FINAL EXAMS

The midterm and final exams are open-note, that is, you can bring in your textbook, notes, handout packet, etc.  The exams will consist of matching, multiple choice, and true-false questions only.  Approximately one-fourth to one-third of the questions will be audiovisual questions.  The audiovisual questions are 80-90% based on the CDs provided for the students and video clips shown in the classroom.  Only the final exam will be cumulative, but with more emphasis on the most recent materials.  No makeup tests will be given. 

TWO PERFORMANCE REPORTS

Performance reports are to be based on live performances of non-western musical genres (example: African, Japanese, Indian, etc.).  You must attend the performances of two totally different musical genres during this semester.  The performances recommended for reports will be announced in class through the semester.  If you find any upcoming performances that would be appropriate for reports, please let me know.  If you are to write your reports on the performances that are not announced in class, please confirm their appropriateness with the instructor beforehand.  Overdue reports will be accepted with deduction of 5 points for each week late unless prior consent is obtained.
PLEASE REFER TO THE “PERFORMANCE REPORT GUIDELINES” ATTATCHED TO THIS SYLLABUS FOR THE MECHANICS AND REQUIREMENTS FOR THE REPORTS.

IMPORTANT DATES

Midterm #1

Sep. 30
Performance report #1
Oct. 14
Midterm #2

Oct. 28
Performance report #2
Nov. 25
Final exam

TBA
TENTATIVE CLASS SCHEDULE (and assigned readings)

Week 1 (8/26)

Introduction to the course: schedule, exams, grading system, etc.


Introduction: Is music a universal language?


Africa 1: Introduction, African musical aesthetics (Africanism)


READ: Chapter 1 

Week 2 (9/2)

Africa 2: Mande of Gambia, Ewe of Ghana, Shona of Zimbabwe, and BaAka and Ba-Benzele (Pygmies) of Central Africa

READ: Chapter 7 (up to p. 179); “Thomas Mapfumo and Chimurenga Music” in Worlds of Music (pp. 126-129) included in the packet.

Week 3 (9/9)

African American 1: Introduction, Religious music (lining out hymn, folk spirituals, gospel), and Secular music (field holler, work song)

READ: Excerpts from “North America/Black America” in Worlds of Music (pp. 144-161) included in the packet.

Week 4 (9/16)


African American 2: Blues

READ: “Blues Falling Down Like Rain” in The American Dream (pp. 59-85) included in the packet.

Week 5 (9/23)


India 1: Introduction, Instruments, and Theory

READ: Chapter 2 (pp. 14-29, 33-36)

Week 6 (9/30)


Midterm #1 (Africa, African American)


India 2: Major genres, and Ravi Shankar


READ: Chapter 2 (pp. 29-33; 37-41)

Week 7 (10/7)
Indonesia 1: Introduction, Gamelan musical scales and tunings, and Gamelan instruments 

READ: Chapter 6 (pp. 131-143)

Week 8 (10/14) 


DUE: Performance Report #1
Indonesia 2: Soft and loud performance styles, Gamelan musical structure, Wayang Kulit (shadow puppet theater), and Balinese gamelan


READ: Chapter 6 (pp. 143-151, 158-160)

Week 9 (10/21)


Hawaii 1: Introduction, Mele oli, Mele hula, and himeni

READ: Excerpts from “Hawaiian Chant” in Musics of Hawaii (pp. 18-22) included in the packet.

Week 10 (10/28)


Midterm #2 (India, and Indonesia)

Hawaii 2: Modern Hawaiian music, and Hawaiian Renaissance

READ: “Hawaiian Music” in Musics of Hawaii (pp. 33-37) included in the packet. 
Week 11 (11/4)


Video: “Musics of Hawaii: The Heart of a Community” (33:26)

Tahiti: Introduction, Dance genres (otea and aparima), and Vocal genres (himene and ute)

READ: Excerpts from “Society Island” in Garland Encyclopedia of World Music (pp. 867-879) included in the packet.


Week 12 (11/11)


China 1: Introduction, Confucian ritual music, and Chinese instruments

READ: Chapter 4 (pp. 78-93)

Week 13 (11/18)


China 2: Instrumental ensembles, Peking opera


READ: Chapter 4 (pp. 93-103)

Week 14 (11/25)

DUE: Performance Report #2
Japan 1: Introduction, Gagaku (court music), and traditional instruments (koto, shamisen, and shakuhachi) 

READ: Chapter 5 (pp. 104-107, 123-128)

Week 15 (12/2)


Japan 2: Theatrical arts (noh, bunraku, and kabuki)

READ: Chapter 5 (pp. 108-122, 128-129)

Final Exam: TBA  
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