Instructor:
Jovilin Grunewald

Address:
Building 679, Pearl Harbor

Phone:

842-3732 (home) 

728-1894 (mobile)

E-mail:
jovilin@earthlink.net

Office Hours:
Following class or by appointment:  TR 1945 – 2015 

Catalog Description:  JA 105, Elementary Japanese:  Listening, speaking, sentence structure, and introductory reading and writing for beginners as well as an introduction to Japanese culture.  

General Purpose of the Course:  This course will lay the foundation for future Japanese studies and enable students to conduct basic conversations with Japanese speakers.

Course Objectives:  Those who have successfully completed this course will be able to:

1. Conduct basic conversations in Japanese

2. Speak at the polite (business) level of conversation

3. Understand and communicate in the simple present, future, and past tenses

4. Read both katakana and hiragana alphabets

5. Recognize some common kanji (i.e. signs) and be able to use a standard Japanese dictionary

Course Requirements:  Your grade in this course will be based your participation via attendance, quizzes (each class), and homework.  Additionally, the mid-term and final exams will cover 35% of your total grade.  Both exams will consist of an oral interview and a written test.  The written test will evaluate students’ understanding of the grammar and conversational skills learned as well as reading and writing comprehension.  Some parts of the exam may be take-home.

Course Grading:  The proportion that each of the above contributes to your grade in this course is as follows:

Attendance/Participation
25%

Quizzes (each class)

25%

Homework Completion
15%


Midterm


10%


Final



25%

Course Atmosphere:  As this is a beginning-level language course, your attendance is critical to both your own progress and that of your partner, group, and the rest of the class.  Trial and error is also critical to language learning, so we will spend significant time working on pronunciation and other language drills aloud.  The atmosphere will be relaxed and casual – I expect you to work hard to master the basic of Japanese, but not to suffer while doing so.  Don’t be afraid to make mistakes – that’s how language is learned.

Texts Required:  Purchase this in the bookstore.
Association for Japanese-Language Teaching.  Japanese for Busy People.  Kodansha 

International.  1984.

“Nothing is Certain but Change Itself” Clause:

This syllabus and schedule are living documents that will change.  We will work to adhere as closely as possible to each scheduled class, but there will be times that a particular topic takes longer than planned, and we will adjust the schedule from there.  It is important to me to be able to react to student needs and/or comprehension, hopefully making the course custom fit to you!

Class Structure:  This course is ten weeks long and consists of twenty classes.  Initially, we will cover one lesson per class.  As the lessons become more complicated, we will cover one lesson per week.  Each class will be divided into three sections:


1700 – 1750
Review Previous Material (Quizzes), Introduce New Material


1800 – 1850
Practice New Material, Drill/Synthesis


1900 – 1945
Reading/Writing Review, Study, and Practice

Class Preparedness:  Students should arrive in class having completed any homework, reviewed the scheduled material and ready to participate.  I will give quizzes in each class to measure student comprehension.  Quizzes cannot be made up without prior coordination if students are late or absent.  To reiterate - per the course schedule below, students should have read through the dialogue and become familiar with the new vocabulary listed for each chapter before the scheduled class.

Course Schedule:

Date
Chapter Title
    
     Chapter/Page
Activities
 
Read/Write
1/13 
Introductions


1 / 19

Useful expressions
Intro to Writing






Introductions

romanji / katakana
1/15
Address/Phone #

2 / 25

Introductions

Continue katakana







Give #/Address

1/20
Day and Time (I)

3 / 31

Time – day – date
Continue katakana
1/22
Day and Time (II)



Time – day – date
Continue katakana







Review particles

1/27
How Much?


4 / 38

Counting

Start hiragana







Pronouns

1/29
Counting Objects

5 / 44

Counting

Continue hiragana







Pronouns

2/3
Going and Coming

6 / 52

iku / kuru

Continue hiragana







Review Particles

2/5
Existence of People/Things
8 / 65

iru / arimasu

Continue hiragana







Review Particles

2/10
Place/Location


9 / 72

Directions

Review scripts

2/12
Tickets Bought

10 / 78

Past/Present Verbs
Start kanji
2/17
Telephoning (I)

12 / 87

Conversing

Continue kanji
2/19
Telephoning (II) – MIDTERM 

Review

Continue kanji







Test




2/24
Delicious Cakes

13 / 94

Adjectives (I)

Continue kanji
2/26
Kabuki



14 / 103
Adjectives (II)

Continue kanji
3/2
Dining Out (I)


29 / 182
Ordering Food

Continue kanji


3/4
Dining Out (II)

29 / 182
Ordering Food

Continue kanji


3/9
Now in Progress (I)

25 / 158
Present Progressive
Continue kanji








3/11
Now in Progress (II)

25 / 158
Present Progressive
Continue kanji








Verb Review




3/16
Present Condition (I)

27 / 167
Vocabulary Practice
Continue kanji








-te form verbs

3/18
Present Condition (II)

27 / 167
REVIEW

3/23
FINAL EXAM




