SYLLABUS

H-421 - Russian History and Civilization

October 8 - December - 10 Wednesday-1730-2140

Instructor:  Donald Wilson

Address:  1400 Pensacola St. #204, Honolulu, Hawaii 96822

Home Phone:  531-6147
 

Text:  Nicholas V. Riasanovsky, A History of Russia, 6th Edition, Oxford University 

          Press, Oxford, New York, 2001.

 

Description:  A survey course, which examines the whole of Russia's History from its beginning in the Kievan State, to the present.  As such, time and space preclude finding definitive answers to the great questions that are to be found between its vast borders, but the questions themselves, and some possible solutions will be attempted.

 

Objectives:  Among the historical disciplines Russia's occupies a unique niche.  This is the result of the complex influences, both physical and philosophical, that have led to Russian civilization evolving as an amalgam of Eastern and Western traditions that have produced a specifically singular society.  It will be then a basic objective of the course to utilize this "difference" as a focal point to provide the student, within the limitations of time and materials with, at least, a rudimentary understanding of the forces that have dictated Russia's performance on the world's stage
 

Reading/Writing Assignments:  The lecture schedule lists reading assignments from the text.  In addition the will be a book report, due in class on November 26 for which a reading list will be issued.

 

Testing:  Two objective quizzes, mid-term and final examination.

 

Grading:  Grading will be based on a 200 point system as follows:

 

Quizzes - 15pts/ea.....30 pts                  Grade:  200-180=A

Mid-term...................50 pts                               179-160=B

Final..........................75 pts                               159-140=C

Book Report..............45 pts                               139-120=D

Total........................200 pts                               119-    0=F

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lecture Schedule/Reading Assignments

 

Date
Subject






Reading Assignment
 

Oct   8
Introduction:  Film:  Alexander Nevsky

p 3-60. 

 

      15
Kievan State, Russian Origins.


p 3-60

 

      22
Appanage Russia - The Mongol Yoke.

p 63-139

 

      29
Muscovite Russia - The Gathering of the Lands.
p 143-209


QUIZ #1


 

Nov  5
Imperial Russia #I - The Greats:  Peter, Catherine,
p 213-367


and Alexander.

          

MID-TERM EXAMINATION
 

       12
Imperial Russia #2 - Reform > Revolution.

p 368-461


Film:  Dr. Zhivago.

 

       19
Soviet Russia #I - Lenin, Stalin,  World War II.
p 465-526

 

      26
Soviet Russia #2 - Cold War - End of Evil Empire.
p 527-607

            QUIZ #2
 

Dec  3
Russian Federation = Yeltsin's Russia.

p 611-629

 

       10 
FINAL EXAMINATION.
 

ESSAY and DISCUSSION TOPICS
 

The questions and concepts expressed below will be utilized to focus discussions of the subjects to be covered in class.  They will also provide essay questions to be answered in the two examinations.  It is hoped that they will provide a guide with which to approach the readings in the text.  Of course, the class lectures will not be limited to this listing, but it is meant to provide a core around which to center discussion.

Oct 15:  The Kievan State is considered to form a foundation for Russian society, in that it developed basic institutions, traditions, and political forms, that persisted at least until the Bolshevik Revolution, and perhaps may still be found in Russia today.  Describe the influences of the Kievan State, that are referred to in this thesis.

 

 

 

 

Oct 22:  Appanage Russia represents an era of disunity, and decentralized political power, roughly comparable to the contemporary feudal structure of Western Europe.  Discuss the most important features of this period, from the point of view of its effect on Russia's continued historical evolution.  What institutional and cultural features emerged

from it?

 

One of the reasons for Appanage Russia is given as the destruction of the Kievan State by the Mongols in the 13th century. Assess the results of this event, and the Mongol "Yoke"that followed.

 

Oct 29:  Assess the policies of the Moscow rulers in establishing autocracy, and gathering the Russian lands.  What differentiated Russia's historical development from that of Western Europe.

 

What were the forces that prevented Russia from disintegrating during the "Time of Troubles"?

 

Nov  5:  Following the "Time of Troubles" the Romanov dynasty was established when Michael was proclaimed Tsar.  Thereafter, three of the succeeding rulers have been given the title of "great", and would turn Russia from its semi-eastern isolation, to become a major participant in the affairs of its Western European neighbors.  With this shift of emphasis Russia encountered massive social, political, economic, and cultural 

changes that would drastically affect its future development.  Appraise the reigns of the three "Greats" and the impact of their eras on Russia.  In particular consider the problem of serfdom, and its effect on movement towards modernization.                                                                                                                                                                                  

Nov 12:  The last half of Imperial Russia begins with the reforms of Alexander II, and ends in revolution.  It also encompasses what has been termed the peak of the Russian intelligentsia who were an integral part of the movement towards overthrow of Russia's traditional political, social, and philosophical legacies.  The intelligentsia permeated all levels of the Russian "soul", the most dramatic example to be found in the works of their great novelists, and their place in the forefront of the battle between the "Westernizers", and the "Slavophiles", that portrays the anguish of the move towards the Western model.  At the end the First World War provides the catalyst for the final overthrow.  Evaluate this turbulent era tracing the influences and events that led to the final denouement.

Nov 19:  The triumph of the Bolsheviks in 1917 obliterated the traditional Tsarist autocracy, and the progress towards liberal Western European democracy that had been developing during the previous decades.  Yet some of old Russia remains.  Thus, there are two aspects of the now Soviet Union, to be examined.  One is communism in itself, it's doctrine and worldview, as it affected the Russian leadership, and the other what is "Russian" in the Soviet Union?

Nov 26:  Following World War II Stalin reestablished his authority, and pursued an international agenda that stimulated the "Cold War".  He died in 1953, and while the "War" continued under his successors, it became more flexible.  In Russia, although totalitarian dictatorship continued, Stalin's terror was significantly diminished.  Finally came the "collapse" of Soviet Russia under Mikhail Gorbachev, and the former Empire constructed by the Muscovite Tsars, has separated into its component parts, and the present Russian Federation looks very much like that of Ivan IV before his and his successors' acquisitions.  Essentially this and the following class will examine, so far as is possible, the reasons for this startling, and unexpected turn of events.

