Course Syllabus

                          Ancient  Europe. A Social and Cultural History.

                              
 Fall, 2003
Course                                  

HIST 321

Day/Time/Place:
              
R 2:00-4:50, Henry , H104

Instructor:                               

Dr. Lilia Castle                               

Office Hours:



Tu 12:30-4:30 (or by an appointment)

Phone:



 
739-4628 off.

                                                    
e-mail: lcastle@chaminade.edu

Course Description:

This course will introduce students to the history, philosophy, religion, literature, and fine arts of  ancient Greece and Rome. The spirit of  two great cultures, their importance for  the development of the European and World civilizations  will be discussed in the course. Lectures, video clips, pictures, slides, acting,  dance, music and educational games will be offered as means of better absorption of the material.

Exams and Creative Project:
1.There will be several tests, research paper, short pop-quizzes, performance, debate and 2-3 min. students’ presentations during the semester.

2.Attendance: Students are expected to attend all classes, to be prepared, and participate if they wish to receive full credit for the course.

Course Grading:


All the exams will be given specific letter and number grades, and will count for a percentage of the total grade, as follows:

90-100 A
         Research paper – 20%




80-89

B
         Presentation-performance-10%




70-79

C
         Tests, quizzes-50%





60-69

D
         Presentations, participation-10%


Below 60          F                 Group debate - 10%

Course Texts:

The Ancient World.A Social and Cultural History by Brendan Nagle. Prentice Hall, 2002

COURSE SCHEDULE

Week 1. Introduction to the course. 

The sources of history and historiography. Progress, chaos, cycles. 

The evolution: circle or spiral? The message of God. 

Week 2  Ancient Cosmogonies. Time. 
What is Myth? Major myths of mankind (group activity). 

Love in Tradition. Marriage and sexual life in Ancient time. Status of Women. 

Video

Week 3. Presentations Periods of Greek history. Minoans. 

Video, slides

Ch.4, handouts 

Week 4 Mycenaean civilization..

              Video, slides 

              Quiz-game on Minoan and Mycenaean cultures

Week 5 Greek mythology: Gods and Heroes. 

Week 6 Trojan War. Homer’s  “Iliad” and “Odyssey”.

Video, reading

Homework: ch.3, handouts (will be provided); to be ready for the presentation (one of the heroes of Trojan War from “Iliad”)

Week 7  Students’ presentations on Trojan War (1%) 


Video

Week 8 Greek cities: Athens, Corinth, Sparta, Delphi, Olympia, and Thebes. Greek values. Olympic games.

 Students’  “Olympic’’games 

Week 9. Quiz on Greek cities 
Greek art: architecture, sculpture, frescoes, pottery.

Video “ Greek temples”, slides

Homework: ch. 5,6, handouts

Greek music, slides

Week 10 Quiz on Greek art (3%) 

Greek philosophy.

Homework: ch.6  

“7 wise men’ questions“; handouts

Week 11, 12. Greek philosophy (cont.) Socrates: his life and teaching.

Video: “Barefoot in Athens”.

To bring  “7 wise answers” 

Philosophical debate.
Ch.7

Week 13  Quiz on Greek philosophy . 

Greek mysteries.

Handouts.

Week 14. Greek theater; the sense of tragedy as an expression of Dionysian ideal; Dionysus and Christianity: religion of Dionysus - a ‘New Testament of Hellenes’. Orphic mysteries; Original sin in the views of Orphics; Passions of Gods and Heroes; Orgiastic sacraments; Esthetic ambivalence of tragedy:

Dionysus and Apollo as two poles in art; Catharsis in the theory of Aristotle; Dionysus and Nietzsche.

Homework: Prepare for the group presentations of Greek plays: “Oedipus the king” by Sophocles; ”Medea” by Euripides, "Agamemnon” by Aeschylus; “Lysistrata” by Aristophanes 
 Week 15 Group presentations.

 Research paper due.
Week 16  The Etruscans and early Rome. Roman Republic. Conquest of Italy &East.   Roman Emperors. Roman culture.

Homework: ch.8,9

Week 17 Building of the Empire. The transformation of the Roman Republic.

Augustus.Diocletian.Constantine.

Ch 9.10

Test on Rome.
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