History 202
American History – Reconstruction to the Present

ChU/Kaneohe






      Winter 2003

Instructor: Jaime H. Garcia

Email: jhgarcia_2000@yahoo.com
Class: Tuesday; 1730-2140



Office Hrs.: before & after class
Phone: 348-1890 (cell phone)

Text:
Gary B. Nash, et. al., The American People: Creating a Nation and a Society, Vol. II: From 1865, Fourth edition.


New York: HarperCollins College Publishers, 1996


Other materials: handouts & videos

Course description: History 202 is a survey of American history from  Reconstruction to the present. Emphasis is given to broad relationships and trends within the historical process and to political, religious, economic, and social changes in relationship between Americans and the United States with the world.

Course objectives:

a. to be able to answer questions regarding major themes in American history since the Civil War – social, political, religious, technological, & environmental.

b. to have an understanding of the development of America after the Civil War & the changing relationships among the various people that make up American society.

c. to have a sense of historical time.

d. to be able to compare and contrast different trends and movements that have shaped American today.

e. to be able to recall basic information and concepts from the assigned chapters of the text and class lectures.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS

Attendance – Coming to class is mandatory and will be recorded.  The amount of material to be covered is such that any unexcused absence can put you significantly behind in the course.  You also need to be on time and ready to participate in class.  The instructor cannot personally tutor any student outside of class.

 
If your work schedule prevents you from attending class, please let the instructor know by phone or email.  If you must leave in the middle of class, let the instructor know ahead of time.

Quizzes – There will be 5-6 quizzes during the term.  Quizzes are given at the beginning of class and late arrival may not be allowed to take the quiz.

Quizzes cover names, events and eras. They can also included geographic questions, as well as a map.

Exams – There will be twp exams.  Each exam will consist of 4 parts: multiple choice and true false sections, a terms identification section, and a take home essay.  Material for the exams will come from the text and lectures.  A study guide will be provided to aid your exam preparation.


The final exam will not be cumulative except for a comprehensive essay question or two.

If you miss an exam for other than a documented emergency, the exam cannot be made up.  However, if the student knows in advance that he/she will not be present for a scheduled exam, another time can be arranged with the instructor to take that exam.

Paper – You will be required to write one term paper.  This paper can be based on some theme, person, or event in the text, The American People, or some other source. The topic choice is up to you.  

However, if using another source, clear it with the instructor first!


Criteria: The paper must be between 5-10 pages, not counting the title page or bibliography.  The paper is due at the beginning of class on the appointed date.   Late papers will have 50 points deducted per day.  Papers with too many errors (grammar & spelling) will be returned to be rewritten and lose 50 points automatically.

· There will be a separate sheet expanding on the requirements for your paper.


Grades – Your final grade will be based upon points earned from the four exams, 5-6 quizzes, one paper, and your attendance.



2 exams @ 1000 points


= 
2000



5-6 quizzes @ 100 points


=
  600



1 paper @ 600 points


=          600



Attendance @ 20 points per class 
=          240




Total points


=
3000


Grading for exams, quizzes, and paper is computed on a straight percentage scale (A>90%, B>80%, etc.)  For final grade tabulation, the final grade will be calculated from the highest point total earned.  For example, if the highest point total is 2750, then grades will be calculated from 2750 not 3000.  However, if no student earns at least 2700 points, there will be no “As” in the class.


When calculating the final grade, if the student is on the borderline for a higher grade (within 5 points of a higher grade), then evidence that the student has fulfilled all requirements will be used to determine whether the higher grade is given.

There is no individual extra credit assigned.

COURSE SCHEDULE

Unit I
 Reconstruction, Industrialization & a World Role



Chapters 17-23, quizzes & midterm




1st class, Jan. 14th – Intro, chapters 16-17




2nd class, Jan. 21st – quiz, chapters 18-19






submit topic for paper, in writing




3rd class, Jan. 28th – quiz, chapters 20-21




4th class, Feb. 4th – quiz, chapters 22-23






study guide for midterm




5th class, Feb. 11th – MidTerm
Unit II
Great Depression, Wars and our present World



Chapters 24-30, quizzes, essay & Final




6th class, Feb. 18th – chapters 24-25




7th class, Feb. 25th – quiz, chapters 26-27




8th class, Mar. 4th – quiz, chapters 28-29




9th class, Mar. 11th – quiz, chapter 30

study guide for final




10th class, Mar. 18th – turn in paper




11th class, Mar. 25th – Final 

Term Paper Requirements


Your term paper should begin with the text, The American People.  I say begin, because you may want to expand beyond whatever chapter topics there are. (the end of the text has a listing of other material to search per chapter.)  As previously stated, your paper can be a biography or an analysis of the consequences of an idea, event, or person upon our society today.


Criteria: The paper must be between 5-10 pages, not counting the title page or the bibliography.  Papers are to by typed or computer generated, double-spaced, have a 1-inch border, and a font no larger than MS 14 or the equivalent.  If you use foot or end notes, those notes must follow the normal formatting rules for them (i.e. Chicago – style, MLA, etc.) The same applies for the bibliography.

Late papers will lose 50 points daily.  Papers with too many errors (grammar & spelling) will be returned to be rewritten and lose 50 points.


These term papers should follow the format of an introduction, the main body of information, and a conclusion. (You do not have to these labels for the paper.)

With the Introduction, you will state your main point or thesis of your paper (your overall picture). You will also explain how you are going to prove your point.  You will explain what are your major issues for your thesis.  If your doing a biography, what is this person most famous for and what is the influence of that person today, if any.  [all this should take a couple of paragraphs, maybe even your first page or so.]  

In your main body, you go about providing the background information that covers your major issues that will explain and prove your major point.

Your conclusion should tie all your major issues together to complete your picture of the individual or the event/idea you were writing about.

