CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU
Geography 103 Human Geography Summer Evening 2003
Time and Place: Monday 5:30-9:40pm at Camp Smith

Instructor:  John Cusick email: jcusick@hawaii.edu

Required text: Norton, W. (2002).  Human Geography

Course objective and description: This course introduces concepts and ideas designed to study physical and cultural diversity toward increased understanding and appreciation of the world.  Each week will combine lectures and group discussions concerning environmental diversity to prepare students for understanding landforms, climate, biogeography, human settlement patterns, cultural landscapes, historical periods and events, languages, religions, political and economic systems, and current events.  Basic geographic concepts will give the tools necessary for critical analysis and debate on issues of distributions, patterns, relationships, and locations of contemporary concern at local and global scales.  The reading of maps as text will facilitate the discussion of places and their relationships with human activities.  An objective is to appreciate Geography as interdisciplinary with relevance to a wide range of subjects.

Course Competencies

Describe the types of economic activities in the world and identify the relevant social, cultural, political and environmental issues associated with each.

Compare and contrast human activities that have evolved under differing historical, cultural and environmental forces.

Demonstrate knowledge of and ability to apply elementary geographic theory and scientific methodology to the study of human activities.

Explain the historical evolution of world economic systems and various impacts on local places.

Demonstrate knowledge of major world regions, political states, and environmental diversity.

Critically analyze human activities within the framework of the course using appropriate geographic methods and tools to communicate this knowledge in written and oral form.

Course requirements:

Attendance and Participation (10%)

Assignments (20%)

3 Quizzes (30%)

Final take home exam (30%)

Map Exam (10%)

Grades:

100-90% A; 89-80% B; 79-70% C; 69-60% D; below 59% F

Reading Assignments: Chapters in the book will be assigned for reading prior to the class period.  The purpose of the readings is to familiarize students with material that will be presented in further detail in lectures and group discussions.  Students are encouraged to participate during class with questions and comments appropriate to the region or its relationship to other issues or regions.  Participation accounts for part of the final grade so each student should make the effort to become involved in class discussions.

Class Activities and Readings
July 7: Review Syllabus; Introduction to Course

Assignment 1: Go to New York Times Online (nytimes.com) and review the International News section.  Take notes on issues, topics, and places that are of interest to you and write a two page 

essay based on your understandings of the information.  The assignment is not to review the news stories, but to comment on what they say about the human condition in contemporary

societies.
Readings: Introduction: Three Recurring Themes; Why Human Geography? Summary

July 14
Lecture Themes: Basic Concepts in Geography, The Study of Place; World Regions
Submit Assignment 1

Readings: Chapters 1-4
CH 1: About Chapter One; Contemporary Geography; Summary

CH 2: About Chapter Two; Philosophical Options; Summary

CH 3: About Chapter Three; Planet Earth; Physical Processes; Global Environments;

Summary

CH 4: About Chapter Four; A Global Perspective; Environmental Ethics; Human

Impacts; Earth’s Vital Signs; Sustainability and Sustainable Development; Summary
July 21
Quiz 1: CH 1-4
Assignment 2: Go to the United Nations website and explore the activities of this organization.  Select a topic of interest and learn what the UN is doing about it or how it is involved.  Submit 

a two page essay that discusses what the topic is and what you discovered.  What is being done, what can be done, who specifically is involved and to what success?
Readings: Chapters CH 5-6

CH 5: About Chapter Five; Explaining Population Growth; The Need for Better Explanations; Summary

CH 6: About Chapter Six; Distribution and Density; Migration; Summary

July 28
Lecture Themes: Population, Migration

Submit Assignment 2
Readings: Chapters 7-9

CH 7: About Chapter Seven; A World Divided by Culture?; Cultural Regions; The Making a Cultural Landscapes; Summary
CH 8: About Chapter Eight; Rethinking Culture; Landscape as Place; Summary
CH 9: About Chapter Nine; The Geography of Peace and War; Summary
August 4
Lecture Themes: Culture, Politics
Assignment 3:  Go to the European Union website and explore the history, activities and news of this regional organization.  What changes are occurring in Europe and what lessons do they provide the world community?   Write a two page essay to respond to these questions.
Readings: Chapter 10-11
CH 10: About Chapter Ten; World Agriculture; Contemporary Agricultural Landscapes; Summary
CH 11: About Chapter Eleven; Origin and Growth of Cities; Cities in the More Developed World; Cities in the Less Developed World; Summary
August 11
Quiz 2: CH 5-9 
Readings: Chapter 12
CH 12: About Chapter Twelve; The Industrial Revolution; The Geography of Uneven Development; Summary
August 18

Lecture Themes: Agriculture, Urbanization, Industry
Submit Assignment 3

Assignment 4: Review material presented in this course (readings, assignments, lectures, videos). What has not been discussed that deserves our attention, or what topics should be explored in greater depth?  Write a two page essay outlining these topics and prepare to present these to the class.
Readings: Chapter 13
CH 13: About Chapter Thirteen; Globalization; Summary
August 25

Quiz 3: CH 10-13

Readings: Conclusion
Distribute Final Take Home Exam
September 8

Submit Assignment 4

Group Discussion based on Assignment 4 topics
September 15
Map Exam
Submit Final take home exam
Course Evaluation
