CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU
Geography 102 World Regional Geography
Winter Evening 2003
Time and Place: Wednesday 5:30-9:40pm at Camp Smith
Instructor:  John Cusick email: jcusick@hawaii.edu

Required text: Rowntree et al. (2002). Diversity amidst Globalization

Course objective and description: This course introduces concepts and ideas designed to study physical and cultural diversity toward the purpose of increased understanding and appreciation of the world.  Each week will combine lectures, videos, in-class assignments, and group discussions concerning a particular region of the world.  Assigned readings and lectures of environmental diversity will prepare students for understanding landforms, climate, biogeography, human settlement patterns, cultural landscapes, historical periods and events, languages, religions, political and economic systems, and current events.

Course requirements:

Attendance and Participation (25%)

4 Quizzes (30%) lowest score will be dropped but all quizzes are required
Final take home exam (25%)

Final Map Exam (20%)

Grades:

100-90% A; 89-80% B; 79-70% C; 69-60% D; below 59% F

Reading Assignments: Chapters in the book will be assigned for reading prior to the class period.  The purpose of the readings is to familiarize students with material that will be presented in further detail in lectures and group discussions.  Students are encouraged to participate during class with questions and comments appropriate to the region or its relationship to other issues or regions.  Participation accounts for part of the final grade so each student should make the effort to become involved in class discussions.

Case Studies: Students will discuss topics presented by the instructor and identify several important and/or relevant concepts, examples, and/or ideas related to the topic.  There are no right or wrong answers in this project, but participation is required.
Required Essay Question: What are your interests in geography?  Where have you lived and traveled?  What places and regions are you particularly interested in?  Why did you take this course?  How can this course help you in your studies?  Two page typed essay is due on the second class meeting.
	Week of Class Meetings


	Class Activities and Lecture Topics

	One

Chapters 1-2
Handouts


	The Scope of Geography

The Study of Place



	Two

Chapter 14

	Quiz 1 Basic Concepts
Australia and Oceania
Map Reading

Submit required essay



	Three

Chapters 11-13

	East Asia

Southeast Asia
South Asia



	Four

Chapters 8-10

	Quiz 2 Asia and the Pacific
Central Asia

Russia

Europe



	Five

Chapters 6-7

	North Africa /Southwest Asia

Sub-Saharan Africa



	Six

Chapters 3-5

	Quiz 3 Map Major Global Geographic Features
North America

The Caribbean
Latin America



	Seven

Chapter 1


	Quiz 4 Europe, Africa and the Americas

General Overview of World Regional Geography
Distribute Final Take Home Exam



	Eight

Chapter 6


	Case Studies (partly determined by world events 

and class interests)

	Nine

Chapter 7


	Case Studies (partly determined by world events 

and class interests)

	Ten

Chapter 3


	Final map exam

Submit take home exam
Course Evaluation



General Course Outline and Study Questions

Pacific, Australia, and Oceania

What are the Pacific Basin and Rim?  What are the origins of environmental diversity in Pacific Islands?  How has the colonial history of the Pacific changed dominant languages and religions?  Why is the region becoming the focus of the world's attention?  How and why do we study our sense of place in Hawai'i?

East, Southeast, and South Asia
The vast expanse of territory that makes Monsoon Asia includes East, Southeast, and South Asia.  What characteristics unite these diverse regions and the countries associated with each region?  What are the region's strengths and weaknesses?  How do these explain the current status of the countries and societies in Monsoon Asia?

Central Asia, Russia and Europe 

What are examples of diversity in both the physical and cultural landscape?  What political, economic, and social implications does this reunification have for Germany and the rest of Europe?  After the breakup of the Soviet Union, how have the newly independent countries organized themselves within and outside the region?

North Africa and Southwest Asia

How does the relative location of these regions influence the cultural landscapes formed by its inhabitants?  What are the major issues surrounding the peace process in the Middle East?  How does international reliance on petroleum resources affect foreign policy in the United States, Europe, and Japan?

Sub-Saharan Africa

What is the environmental diversity of the African continent in terms of landforms, landscapes, biodiversity, languages, religions, colonial histories, political systems, and regional alliances?  How has colonialism influenced current political and economic structures in the region?  Do news stories often emphasize negative or positive aspects of Africa?  What political changes have occurred in the past decade in Africa?  Have these changes improved the quality of life for people?

North America

Who are the indigenous people of North America?  What areas do they tend to live in now and in what conditions?  What are dominant land uses in each major subregion of the North American continent?  What is NAFTA designed to do?  Why does the population of North America enjoy a relatively high standard of living?  What do you see as the most pressing issues for the United States government and the people of the United States?

The Caribbean and Latin America

What European powers colonized this region initially?  What is the historical relationship with the United States? Why is the issue of migration from these countries to the United States such a problem?  What physical features dominate the South American continent?  What signs of the colonial legacy are visible in contemporary cultural landscapes in Latin America?  Does a spatial pattern emerge based on colonial experience with regard to language, land use, and location of modern cities?  Why is the destruction of the rain forest a global environmental concern?

World Regional Geography

Cusick


