Forensic Science 490 - Senior Seminar

Term:

Fall 2003




Time:

F 2:00-250

Instructor:
M. Lee Goff




Room: 

H 17

A major part of any career in the forensic sciences involves oral presentations either in court, at the workplace or during professional meetings.  Unfortunately, students typically receive little training in the types of oral presentations which may be required and  thus  find themselves at a disadvantage during the early stages of their careers.  This course is designed to provide you with some background in the formal presentation of research results.  There will be 2 presentations required during this course.  The first will be a 10 minute presentation, typical of those given at national and international meetings.   The second will be an expanded presentation of approximately 20 minutes, typical of an invited presentation at a national or international meeting.  The topic will be the student’s choice, but must be in an area of the forensic sciences.  Both talks may deal with the same topic or there may be separate topics for each presentation.  For each topic, the student will complete an abstract form from the American Academy of Forensic Sciences and this will be distributed to the other students in the class 1 week prior to the presentation.  These forms will be made available for use.   In addition to the materials required by the Abstract form, I also require a Literature Cited section.

Objectives:  At the end of this course students will:



1.  be able to demonstrate that they  understand the organization of oral presentations for 




scientific meetings;



2.  Be able to dermonstrate they are able prepare abstracts for oral presentations;



3.  Be able to demonstrate they are  familiar with the different types of visual aids used in 




presentations.

Grades:


1.  Attendance


10%



2.  Abstracts


30%



3.  10 Min presentation

20%



4.  20 min presentation

40%

Grading Scale:


90% +

=
A



80-89%

=
B



70-79%

=
C



60-69%

=
D



59% and lower
=
F

Text:  none
