Forensic Science 480 - Forensic Anthropology

Term:

Fall 2003




Time:

TR; 2:00-3:20

Instructor:
Robert W. Mann, PhD



Room:

Ed. 103



bobvara@aol.com



Phone:

448-8062 ext. 169 

This course, Forensic Anthropology will focus on a variety of topics in anthropoloy related to forensic science.  The purpose of this course is to provide students with a basic understanding of anthropology and human osteology as they apply to forensic problems.  This course will provide students with a basic understanding of the human skeleton, and how to forumlate a basic biological profile which includes the individual’s age at death, ancestry, sex, height, and trauma.  The student will be provided with training in computing elapsed time since death, determining the method of death, and concepts in handling of evidence.  The student will also receive basic instruction in anthropometry, an important albeit rarely taught topic of measuring the human body.  The course will include slide presentations, hands-on examinations of real and plastic bones, and a field trip to the U.S. Army Central Identification Laboratory, Hawaii.

Objectives:  At the end of this course the student will:


1.  be able to formulate a basic biological profile using human bones and teeth;


2.  understand human decay processes;


3.  compute an estimate of the elapsed time since death;


4.  be able to determine the method of death; and


5.  understand the basic concepts of anthropometry.
Grading:


The point spread for grading is as follows:





Lecture Exam 1

90 pts





Lecture Exam 2

90 pts





Lecture Exam 3

90 pts




Class Participation
30 pts





Total


300 pts

Grading Scale:


The grading scale is as follows:





90% +


=
A





80-89%


=
B




70-79%


=
C




60-69%


=
D





59 % and lower 

 =
F

Texts:  (1) Hard Evidence: Case Studies in Forensic Anthropology by Dawnie Wolfe Steadman, Prentice Hall, Upper Saddle River, New Jersey 2003.  (2) Human Osteology: A Laboratory and Field Manual by William M. Bass, 3rd Edition, Missouri Archaeological Society, Columbia 1987.  (3) Selected handouts provided by the instructor.

Forensic Science 480 - Fall 2003

Lecture

Topic
Class 1

Introduction 

Class 2

What is Anthropology?

Class 3

Why Study Bones?

Class 4

Evidence Handling and Museum Collections for Study

Class 5

Forensic Archaeology: Introduction to Field Methods / The Search 

Class 6

Forensic Archaeology: The Recovery Phase

Class 7

Burned versus Non-burned Bodies and Bones

Class 8

Taphonomy: Death is not a “Polaroid Snapshot” 

Class 9

Forensic Archaeology Cases

Class 10
Overview and Pulling it all Together

Class 11
Test 1 (Last Week of September)

Class 12
Introduction to Human Osteology (Bones) 

Class 13
The Human Skull

Class 14
Chest, Arms, and Hands

Class 15
Hips, Legs, and Feet

Class 16
Animal verses Human and Why Does it Matter? 

Class 17
Determining Age and Sex from Human Bones

Class 18
Determining Ethnicity from Human Bones

Class 19
Determining Stature from Human Bones 

Class 20
Test 2 (End of October)

Class 21
Injuries (Trauma), Disease, and Anomalies (Unusual Bones) 

Class 22
Forensic Applications of DNA

Class 23
Forensic Entomology: “Life After Death”

Class 24
Human Identification and Case Reports

Class 25
Forensic Anthropology Case Reports

Class 26
Anthropometry (Measurement of Man / Woman)

Class 27
Case Reports / Overview

Class 28
Final Examination
