Forensic Science 340 – Crime Scene Investigation

Term:

Spring 2003




Time:
TR 2:00-3:20

Instructor:
M. Lee Goff and Wilson Sullivan


Room:
Henry 17

This course, Crime Scene Investigation, is designed to provide students with an overview of the basic techniques involved in properly processing and documenting a crime scene. During this course, the students will learn applicable techniques for identifying, delimiting and conducting an organized search of a crime scene in order to maximize utility of the evidence present during the subsequent investigation. Students will learn the various types of scene diagrams and their applications to specific situations.  A significant portion of the course will be devoted to crime scene photography. At the end of this course, students will understand the problems in recognizing evidence as well as proper documentation and collection of evidence.  Aspects of chain-of-custody and other problems related to admissibility of evidence collected will be discussed.  Specialized techniques involved in collection of different types of evidence, including firearms, gunshot residues, biological fluids, toolmark evidence, hairs and fibers, impressions and paint, will be demonstrated and students provided with hands-on experience in each type of evidence.

Objectives:  At the end of this course students will:

1. understand and know how to produce scene diagrams;

2. be able to recognize and properly document different types of evidence;

3. understand different types of photographic records required for a crime scene;

4. be familiar with specialized requirements for collection and preservation of different classes of evidence recovered from a crime scene; and

5. know the types of records which must be maintained in order to assure a proper chain of custody.

GRADING:

The point spread for the lecture is as follows:





Lecture Exam 1

100 pts





Lecture Exam 2

100 pts





Lecture Exam 3

100 pts




Total


300 pts

GRADING SCALE:

The grading scale is as follows:





90% +

=
A





80-89%

=
B





70-79%

=
C





60-69%

=
D





59 % and lower  =
F
Text:  Henry Lee’s Crime Scene Handbook

FS 340 - Crime Scene Investigation

Spring 2003
Date


Topic





Instructor
Jan.
14

Introduction and scope of course 

Goff


16

Search strategies



Sullivan


21

Search strategies



Sullivan


23

Diagraming the crime scene


Sullivan


28

Diagraming the crime scene


Sullivan


30

Scene photogtaphy



Sulivan

Feb.
04

Scene photography



Sullivan


06

Personal safety  at the crime scene

Goff





11

Mock Crime Scene 1 - indoor scene

Goff/Sullivan


13

Review/Scene critique



Goff/Sullivan


18 **

Lecture Exam 1




Goff






20 **

Fingerprint




Sullivan

25

Classes of evidence/documentation

Goff


27

Biological fluids




Goff

Mar. 
04

Blood pattern analysis



Sullivan


06

Blood pattern analysis



Sullivan


11

Pathology evidence



Goff




13

Entomological evidence



Goff


18

Anthropology/ Odontology evidence

Goff


20

Lecture Exam. 2



Goff



24 -28

Spring Break

Apr.
01

Hair, fiber and wood evidence


Goff

Apr.
03

Minerology/metallurgy evidence


Sullivan


08

Firearms evidence



Sullivan


10

Gunshot residues



Sullivan


15

Mock crime scene 2 - outdoor scene

Goff/Sullivan


17

Impression evidence



Sullivan


22

Toolmark evidence



Sullivan


24

Bombing, arson  and explosive evidence

Sullivan


29

Mock crime scene 3 -  car search

Sullivan

May
01

Mass Disaster Situations


Goff

Final Exam as per University Schedule

Wed. 7 May 2003; 12:45 -2:45 PM
