RE 501-01-6
Foundations in Biblical Theology
Diaconate formation
Chaminade University of Honolulu – Spring Accelerated 2025
Cohort Twelve

INSTRUCTOR:	Regina Pfeiffer, D. Min.
PHONE:		(808) 739-8536 (office)	(808) 256-8859 (mobile) -- preferred
E-MAIL:		rpfeiffe@chaminade.edu
OFFICE:		Henry Hall 208E: 
COURSE
TEXTBOOKS:


Kaltner, John and Mckenzie, Stephen. The Backdoor Introduction to the Bible. Winona, MN: Anselm Academic, 2012.
Paprocki, Joe. The Bible Blueprint: A Catholic’s Guide to Understanding and Embracing God’s Word. Chicago: Loyola Press, 2009.

Graduate students:
New American Bible Revised Edition: Anselm Academic Study Bible. Winona, MN: Anselm Academic, 2013.
Graduate students’ additional reading assignments will be assigned on CANVAS.

Course Description
Students will be introduced to the historical, literary, and religious aspects of the Bible as scripture and a record of a people’s faith journey. Historical data for each of the books of the Bible, story narratives, source theories, interpretive styles, and critical methodologies will be covered so that students will have a foundational understanding of the way the texts have been used within the relevant communities of faith.

Student Learning Outcomes 
Goals of the course
· Introduce students to the historical contexts of the Bible;
· Study the various genres utilized for conveying the major themes.
· Apply several critical methods to the study of the Bible;
· Explore the major themes consistent between the Old and New Testaments;

At the end of the course, students will be able to
· Describe key historical periods that shape and impact the formation of the Bible’s various texts; (UG PLO 1 -- G PLO 1)
· Identify one or more of the genres used within the texts of the Bible; (UG PLO 1 -- G PLO 1)
· Utilize at least one critical method in evaluating a pericope or section of the Bible; (UG PLO 1 and 2  -- G PLO 1 and 2)
· Explain one of the major themes and how it is expressed in both Old and New Testament passages. (UG PLO 1, 2 and 3 -- G PLO 2, 3)

Program Learning Outcomes:
The student will demonstrate advanced understanding of PLOs – Undergraduate 1, 2, and 4  and Graduate PLOs 1, 3 and 4 as they apply to the study of both undergraduate and graduate levels: 
PLO – Undergraduate
1. Utilize the key concepts of Catholic theology in a critical reflection on integral human experience.
2. Engage in respectful dialogue on religious meaning in our globalized, multicultural society.
3. Generate a substantive project that is animated by the Marianist Charism.

PLO -- Graduate
1. Identify the constitutive elements of Catholic theology: its historical development, its contemporary expression within a Vatican II framework, and its context within the broader Christian tradition.
2. Compare and contrast theological positions and values within the Christian community.
3. Engage the Marianist tradition of education for service, peace, justice, and the integrity of creation in ways that respond and lead to active participation within changing local and global environments.

Five Characteristics of Marianist Education as applied to this course:
1. Formation in Faith: At the heart of Biblical studies is God whose creation of humanity seeks a depth of relationship that is faith-filled.
2. Quality, Integral Education: Candidates and students examine, analyze and apply the various critical methods used for Biblical studies.
3. Education in the Family Spirit: Major themes within the Bible demonstrate and accentuate a familial relationship between God and humanity that is developed and lived within community.
4. Education for service, justice,  peace and the integrity of creation: In exploring the major themes, students will identify how service, justice, peace and integrity of creation is both expressed and implied.
5. Education for Adaptation and Change: Resplendent in the Bible are stories that emphasize the need for metanoia, for change of heart. Students will seek a better understanding of this theme. 

Requirements for all levels
1. Attendance and participation at scheduled sessions. For sessions that are missed, students are required to review the Vimeo session.
2. CANVAS Assignments – two main types of discussion boards.
a. Reading of texts as assigned in a timely manner with posting on Reading Reflection board that includes a response to instructor’s reply.
b. Participation in threaded discussions as assigned. Participation will be determined by depth as well as consistency of posting, plus a reply to a classmate.

Additional requirements for Undergraduate or Graduate Levels: 
· Further reading assignments as provided for discussion.
· Essay or activity assignments.
· Final essay that correlates at least one of the main themes of the Bible.

Student Assessment and grading policy
Students will be assessed based on the following:
1. Participation in online discussions – quality as well as quantity.
1. Essay assignments – demonstration of knowledge and application.
1. Graduate and undergraduate – will be assessed based on thoroughness of response, essay development, proper use of citations, and grammar.
1. Grading for undergraduates and graduates will be based on a point system that is converted to percentage at the end of the term. A=90-100% of possible points; B=80-89% of possible points; C = 70-79% of possible points.

Online discussions: Two main types of boards or a combination of both
1. Reading Reflection board
a. Identify which reading assignment, page number or paragraph.
b. Post a question or comment based on the selected passage.
c. Reply to my response or to a classmate if the option is provided.
1. Engaged Discussion board
a. An in-depth response to readings question; 
b. Reaction posting of affirmation, agreement, disagreement or request for clarification to postings by another person with reason you react as you do; 

Student Engagement Credit Hour Policy
This is a three-credit hour course requiring 135 hours of student engagement per the official CUH Credit hour policy of 45 hours per credit. As a hybrid course, students in this course are expected to spend about 18 hours in-person class, 60 hours  online discussion boards, 40 hours reading assignments, and 17 hours for research and writing assignments. 

Grading Policy
Points are given for various activities, such as but not limited to, discussion boards, assignments (essays and handouts) and quizzes if applicable. The number of points will depend on the type of activity. Final letter grade will be based on points earned out of the total points possible divided by the number of points you completed.

Your final letter grade is calculated using the following scale based on your earned points divided by the total possible points. Graduate level students must score above a “C” for completion of required courses.
A: 90-100% of total points; B: 80-89%; C: 70-70%; D: 63-69%; F: 0-62%

CAUTION: DO NOT RELY ON CANVAS’ PERCENTAGE SCORE SINCE IT ONLY REFLECTS GRADED ASSIGNMENTS. ANY MISSING, BUT NOT CONVERTED TO SCORE ASSIGNMENT, IS NOT FACTORED INTO THE PERCENTAGE SCORE.

Points for discussion boards will depend on the type of discussion board. There are two main types of discussion boards. A third option is a combination of the two.

Policy regarding late graded activities:
If the activity (discussion board initial post, assignments, etc.) is late, points may be deducted depending on how late the assignment is and whether the student informed the instructor in regards to reason for delay. The instructor reserves the right to determine whether or not to deduct points for graded activities. Note that any assignment not completed within a week of the due date is subject to deduction.

Students who have more than two weeks of non-participation, fail to submit assignments or comply with other requirements, are advised to withdraw from the course in order to avoid a final course grade of "F." Grades of "Incomplete" will only be given in cases of documented extraordinary circumstance.

Important notices
ADA Accommodations:

Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from Kōkua ʻIke: Center for Student Learning by the end of week three of the class in order for instructors to plan accordingly. If a student would like to determine if they meet the criteria for accommodations, they should contact for further information (ada@chaminade.edu).

If you need individual accommodations to meet course outcomes and have appropriate documentation approved, please contact me. If you are unsure of what is needed, contact me. I will direct you to the appropriate office before we can make adjustments for your special requirements. Once I have received notification, we will work on adjustments to ensure your full participation in class and fair assessment of your work.

Title IX and Nondiscrimination Statement
Chaminade University of Honolulu is committed to providing a learning, working and living environment that promotes the dignity of all people, inclusivity and mutual respect and is free of all forms of sex discrimination and gender-based violence, including sexual assault, sexual harassment, gender-based harassment, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking. As a member of the University faculty, I am required to immediately report any incident of sex discrimination or gender-based violence to the campus Title IX Coordinator. 

Nondiscrimination Policy & Notice of Nondiscrimination
Chaminade University of Honolulu does not discriminate on the basis of sex and prohibits sex discrimination in any education program or activity that it operates, as required by Title IX and its regulations, including in admission and employment. Inquiries about Title IX may be referred to the University’s Title IX Coordinator, the U.S. Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights, or both and contact information may be found at the Chaminade University Title IX Office Contact Information and Confidential Resources website. On-campus Confidential Resources may also be found here at CAMPUS CONFIDENTIAL RESOURCES.

For further information, see Student Handbook:
TITLE IX, SEXUAL HARASSMENT, SEXUAL DISCRIMINATION & RETALIATION POLICY; POLICY ON EXPECTATIONS WITH RESPECT TO CONSENSUAL RELATIONSHIPS 
https://chaminade.edu/compliance/title-ix-nondiscrimination-policy/

Student Responsibilities, Conduct and Academic Integrity -- From Student Handbook

Student Responsibilities 
These responsibilities can be summarized as: 
1. Students are responsible for conduct that helps to create and maintain a learning atmosphere in which the rights, dignity, and worth of every individual is respected. 
2. Students are responsible for treating others in the Chaminade community with respect and consideration for individual rights. 
3. Students are responsible for maintaining standards of academic performance as established by the university. 
4. Students are responsible for complying with any university rule, regulation, and/or policy, including information in the Catalog and Student and Residence Life Handbooks, as well as municipal, state, and federal laws. 
5. Students are responsible for their guest(s) on university-owned or controlled property and/or at university-sponsored activities. 
6. Students are responsible for expressing their views to the appropriate personnel when they believe their rights have been violated. 

All who work, live, and study in the Chaminade community are here by choice and should therefore be committed to the mission of Chaminade University and the larger society. Students are therefore expected to discipline themselves. In the event a student does not demonstrate appropriate self-discipline and responsibility, the university will take appropriate student conduct measures as a part of its educational mission and to assure a safe and comfortable environment for all.

See Netiquette Page for information about interaction among students in the online environment. See Handbook for additional directives on conduct and academic integrity.

[bookmark: _Hlk123042936]Plagiarism policy for this course: Don’t do it!
If you can “google” it or use AI, so can I. Avoid plagiarism by citing your resources properly. If you use AI to assist in writing your posts or other assignments, you must provide the prompt you used for such work. 
In the case of plagiarism, it is up to the instructor how to handle the incident. I can:
· Report you to the administration which may lead to expulsion;
· Give you a failing grade for the course; 
· Give you a failing grade for the assignment;
· Work with you on redoing the assignment (my usual choice).



Course Schedule – subject to revision
Unit one: Introduction to the Bible
	Week
	Assigned Readings- 

	April 14 (Holy Week)
	The Bible Blueprint: Introduction and Chapter one
The Back Door Introduction: Introduction


	April 21
	The Bible Blueprint: Chapter two: 
The Back Door Introduction: Chapter one


	April 28
	The Bible Blueprint: Chapter three
The Back Door Introduction: Chapter two
 

	May 5
	The Bible Blueprint: Chapter four
The Back Door Introduction: Chapters three and four


	May 12
	The Bible Blueprint: Chapter five
The Back Door Introduction: Chapter five



	
Unit two: Themes of the Bible 
	Week
	Assigned Readings

	May 19
	The Bible Blueprint: Chapter six
The Back Door Introduction: Chapters six and seven


	May 26
	The Bible Blueprint: Chapter seven
The Back Door Introduction: Chapters eight and nine


	June 2
	The Bible Blueprint: Chapter eight
The Back Door Introduction Chapter ten


	June 9
	The Bible Blueprint: Chapter nine
The Back Door Introduction: Chapters eleven and twelve


	June 16
	The Back Door Introduction: Chapter thirteen


	June 23
	The Back Door Introduction: Chapters fourteen


	June 30
	What did I learn? – essay assignments based on levels
Candidates
Undergraduate
Graduate 
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