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COURSE SYLLABUS
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:
A study of the nature of philosophical thought and methods by examining actual examples from a selection of classical Greek, medieval Christian, and modern European philosophers. Students will develop an understanding of the ways in which western culture functions.
This section of Introduction to Philosophy will focus on issues pertaining to the nature of the self. Who are you? Do you really “have” a self? In what sense are your thoughts, feelings, even your body, yours? How can you know your/self? Is the self the same as your mind or consciousness? Are you the same from moment to moment? What is the relationship between time and the self? Are you really free? How can you “be” yourself? How can you “realize” or “actualize” yourself?
 
COURSE OBJECTIVES AND GOALS:
General Goals:
· Significantly to increase students' awareness of themselves, their values, beliefs and attitudes.
· To lead students to a mature and thoughtful appreciation of their own intellectual heritage. 
· To foster in students a sense of wonder and tolerant curiosity, a feeling for the deeper mysteries of human experience. 
· To foster commitment to the ideal of "radical philosophical autonomy." 

Specific Objectives:
· Questions: A lucid appreciation of significant philosophical questions and issues. 
· Answers: A solid comprehension of the various responses to these issues and of the problems which attend such responses. 
· Methods: A firm understanding of the conceptual tools to be used in analyzing and evaluating such views, arguments and counter-argu¬ments. 
· Facility: Facility in such philosophical skills as thinking clarifying and analyzing concepts, justifying evaluations, and integrat¬ing concepts into a theoretical system. 

GRADING PROCEDURE:
Your course grade will be determined by
(1) a midterm examination (40%)
(2) a final examination (40%), and
(3) participation in class discussion (20%)
Your grade for the midterm and final will be calculated by dividing your score by the number of questions on the quiz.  Letter grades will be assigned as follows:
A = 90-100
B = 80-90
C = 70-80
D = 60-70
Your discussion grade will be determined by dividing the number of points you have accululated by the highest number possible.  Letter grades will be assigned by the chart above.

