
COURSE SYLLABUS

October 14- Wednesday -

	

Section I - The Ancient Mediterranean World
Introduction p . 1
World of the Hero p. 10
Enuma Elish p. 10
The Pyramid Texts of Unas p. 22
The Descent ofIshtar p . 78
Iliad - Book 18 - Shield of Achilles p . 160
Odyssey - Book 1 - Invocation p . 185

World of the City
History ofthe Peloponnesian War p. 259
Love Poems for Egypt p. 291
Song of Songs p . 295

World of the Empire
History of the Peloponnesian War p. 361
Vergil "The Aeneid" p . 428
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October 7 - Wednesday -

	

Introduction, Course Requirements
Appendix A "World Maps I and II" p . 2712
Appendix B "Comparative Chronology ofWorld Cultures" p . 2716
Appendix C "Reading and Writing about World Literature" p . 2750

October 21 - Wednesday -

	

Section H - South Asia - Early and Middle Periods p . 486
The Mahabharata p . 492
The Life of Budaha p. 548
Love Poems from Sanskrit p . 558
The Bijah p . 586

Section IU, - East Asia @ Early and Middle Period p . 800
China p . 601
Confucius p. 608
Lao Tzu p. 612
Woman p. 650
Po Chii-Yi p . 670



Korea p . 764
Ode to Knight Kip'a p . 770
Eleven Devotional Poems p . 772
Song ofFive Friends p. 777

October 28- Wednesday -

	

Section IV - Medieval Europe p . 778
Beowulf p. 808
Song of Roland p . 816
Parzival p. 852
Dante p. 877
Chaucer p . 901
Le Morte D'Arthur p. 918

Section V - Africa p . 1046
Oral Epic ofthe Ghana Empire p. 1055

November 4 - Wednesday - Paper #1 - due - Section XVII - Oral Literature Today p. 2590

Section VII - Early Modern Europe p . 1078
Petrarch p. 1086
Machiavelli p . 1095
Colonna p. 1106
Cervantes p . 1135

Section VIII - Early Americas p . 1276
Cantares Mexicanos p . 1299
Columbus p . 1305
The Navajo People p . 1324
Iroquois p . 1339
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October 21 (continued) Japan p . 681
The Early Royal Anthologies p. 696

. One Hundred Stanzas p . 762
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November 11 - Wednesday - Section IX - Modern South Asia p . 1342
Gandhi p . 1353
Housewife p. 1370
Maharaja's Elephant p . 1406

Section X - Modern Southeast Asia p. 140
Reading Hsiao-Ching p. 1411
Lim p . 1427

Section XI - Modern East Asia p. 1436
China p. 1437
Painting ofthe Butterfly Dream p. 1449
Wise Neighbor p. 1451

Japan p 1508
Basho etal p . 1515
Noriko p. 1573

Korea p. 1584
SelfPortrait p . 1588
Snow Under Martial Law p. 1590

November 18 - Wednesday - Section XII - Modern Middle East p . 1596
Nesin p . 1628
Habiby p. 1633
Darwish p. 1717

Section XIH - Modern Africa p. 1734
Yoruba People p. 1747
Gordimer p . 1759
Thiong'o "Minutes of Glory" p . 1804
Zafza p . 1881

Section XIV - Modern Europe p . 1918
Ibsen "Hedda Gabler" p . 2008
Nietzsche p. 2078
Sartre p . 2188
Mrozek p. 2220
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November 25 - Wednesday - Section XV - The Americas
Latin America p. 2225
De La Criz p. 2236
Neruda p . 2260
Runaway Slave p. 2295

Caribbean p. 2306
Brathwaite p. 2320
Espinet p . 2337

United States p. 2341
Bradstreet p. 2351
Fuller p . 2367
Whitman p. 2384
Cather p. 2407
Merrill p. 2469

Canada p. 2510
Johnson p. 2517
Munro p. 2526

December 2 - Wednesday Paper #2 due- Section XVII- Writing Across Boundaries p. 2656

Section XVI - Australia and New Zealand
Maori p. 2556
Frame p. 2579
Carey p. 2587

December 9 - Wedensday - review of semester's work

December 16 - Wednesday - Last Night of Class
Final Grades Distributed



English 404 presents an overview ofWorld Literature. The class will focus on the reading and
discussion ofvarious samples of literary works from all parts of the world. The samples are
arranged in a chronological order . Each student will also choose an individual work for each class
meeting and lead the class discussion of that work. Students are expected to read all assigned
works and be prepared to discuss them in class . Video selections from History ofthe English
Language will be viewed in class . Students are also required to attend all class meetings .

Two papers will be required within the course of the term : Each paper should be a minimum of 8
to 10 pages with appropriate documentation in the MLA format

Paper #1, due on November 4, 1998, is to be based on information from Section XVII -
Oral Literature Today.

	

Students may concentrate specifically on material from this section or
they may combine material from this section with work from prior reading and discussions . The
focus ofthe paper will be to discuss what the Oral Literature of Today has to offer to the modern
reader .

Paper #2, due on December 2, 1998, is to be based on information from Section XVIII -
Writing Across Boundaries . Students may concentrate specifically on material from this section
or they may combine material from this section with work from prior reading and discussions . The
focus ofthe paper will be to discuss how World Literature can bridge cultural differences .

Required Text :
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Caws, Mary Ann and Christopher Prendergast . The Harper Collins World Reader .
Harper Collins Publishers . New York. 1994 .
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Grades :

The following definitions ofgrades are taken from the Chaminade University Handbook :

A

	

(93-100)-

	

Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual
initiative

B

	

(85-94) -

	

Superior work done in a consistent and intelligent manner

C

	

(77-84) -

	

Average grate ifldidAtifg a competent grasp of the subject matter

D

	

(70-76) -

	

Inferior work ofthe lowest passing grade, the student having
learned the bare minimum of the subject matter

F

	

(below 70)-

	

Failure to grasp even the bare minimum ofthe subject matter OR
failure to withdraw officially from the course

I

	

(Incomplete) -

	

Agrade of "I" may be given to a student who has not completed a
portion ofthe course material for a valid reason . There is a 30-day
deadline for the submission of all required work. A contract
(defining the requirements and setting the deadline for submission
of required work) must be signed by both the student and the
instructor . An alternative grade is submitted by the instructor and
becomes final ifthe work is not submitted on time .

W (Withdrawal) -

	

an official withdrawal from the course - the student must withdraw
through the Office ofthe Registrar

C/NC (Credit/No Credit) - Only one course per term which fulfills the general elective
requirements may be taken on a pass/fail basis . The maximum
number ofcourses a BA/BS student may take on this basis is eight .


