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�
Syllabus��
�
�
�
Course Information��
�
�
�
Course title �
Backgrounds in British Literature �
�
�
�
Course number �
EN315 �
�
�
�
Course discipline �
Literature �
�
�
�
Course description �
Course Description English 315, Backgrounds in British Literature, provides students with a survey of British literature from its beginnings to the late 20th Century. The course centers on examining major works, including European backgrounds, spanning from Anglo-Saxon writing to Modernism and the 20th Century. The course also provides an introduction to critical theory and its application to literary study. The course is one of two "literary backgrounds" courses required of all English majors, yet open to English minors and non-majors as well. As is the case with all English courses, this one places a strong emphasis on the continuing development of research and writing skills. Students engage in online discussions and prepare essays for presentation to their instructor and to their classmates. The course features a discussion forum that enables an online learning community focused on course readings and the critical analysis of literature. By the end of the semester, students should feel that they have a clearer and deeper sense of the disparate origins of British literature and have substantially refined their analytical, research and writing skills. �
�
�
�
Course date �
Monday, October 6, 2003 through Thursday, December 18, 2003 �
�
�
�
Location �
Online, except for final exam �
�
�
�
Meeting day(s) �
Online �
�
�
�
Meeting time(s) �
Online �
�
�
�
Diversity Statement��
�
�
�
�
Diversity Statement Chaminade’s "Core Beliefs Statement" says, "Students, both traditional and non-traditional, bring a variety of talents, traditions, cultures and abilities. This diversity brings a special opportunity to the Chaminade community, which can then nurture and guide each student to the fullest realization of potential." Consequently, this course encompasses readings that both reflect and examine the diversity of our literary heritage. Additionally, the course puts special attention on the problems faced by authors seeking to write from unique personal or cultural perspectives to readers who may not share the same perspectives or cultural background. �
�
�
�
Course Goals��
�
�
�
Course Goals �
By the end of the term, students who have been actively and consistently engaged in the course readings, discussions and other assignments, who have consistently developed and refined their insights via regular journal writing, and who have completed the required essays and research projects, should be able to:





Understand and articulate the contexts in which British literature is studied;


 


Evaluate and explain ethical and religious ideas that emerge in the study and discussion of British literature; 





Distinguish the major literary/intellectual movements, styles and authors that have evolved within and about the broad context referred to as "British" by outlining its chronological development from its beginning to the present; 





Identify and categorize various critical strategies used in the analysis of British literature; 





Apply insights about British literature to the preparation and delivery of interpretative statements to diverse readers (different ages, cultural backgrounds, etc.); 





Formulate questions grounded in concepts related to the study of British literature and direct them to instructor, classmates and diverse others; 





Summarize, critique and extend class discussions and related ideas about the concepts "Britain," "British" and "literature" ;





Make qualitative distinctions among the wide variety of British literature research sources available via the Internet and libraries; 





Propose, execute and prepare research projects in British literature; 





Appropriately self-assess one's own insights and skills related to the study of British literature; 





Understand how language change affected British literature, and be able to pinpoint the various important junctures in the changing language and literature. 


 �
�
�
�
Textbooks��
�
�
�
Required reading �
Online lectures, posted on the Discussion Board �
�
�
�
Required reading �
The Norton Anthology of English Literature, Selected Major Authors, 7th Edition �
�
�
�
Course Requirements��
�
�
�
Requirements �
Four 5-page papers are required. 





Paper #1 must be on a topic from week #1 or week #2. 





Paper #2 must be on a topic from week #3 or week #4. 





Paper #3 must be on a topic from week #5 or week #6. 





Paper #4 must be on a topic from the remainder of the course. 





Each paper will count 15% of your grade, for a total of 60% on the papers. 





There will be an essay-style final exam, which will count 20% of your grade.  Please notify me if you plan to take the final off the main Chaminade campus (typically, some students will be taking the exam at various approved sites on the island, some at approved off-island sites, and some on the main Chaminade campus).  Except for off-island students, who may have a different exam date, the final exam will be held on the final Saturday of the term, between 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.  If you can, try to come as close to 1:00 p.m. as possible.  The room will be announced just prior to the exam.  Students who take the final off the main campus should also be aware that they will typically receive either an Incomplete grade, or a provisional grade, since their final exam will not be received until after the deadline for regular grades has passed.  Once the final exam is received and graded, the Incomplete will be changed to a permanent grade, or the provisional grade changed to a permanent grade. This means you should not be surprised to receive an Incomplete or a Change of Grade action on your record.





The remaining 20% of your grade will be based on participation in the weekly discussion topics. Each week, I will post a question for discussion, and you will be required to post a reaction to the topic, as well as comments on your fellow students' reactions. 





You should also be aware of the Lectures posted on the Discussion Board, which are required reading; and of the fact that there are additional links posted on the syllabus under each unit.  Navigating these additional links is strongly recommended, but not required.





Academic Honesty and Plagiarism


All material submitted in fulfillment of course requirements must be written by the registered student. While students are strongly encouraged to consult sources outside the required reading of the course, they are also responsible for clearly stating the nature of their sources. Statements of "common knowledge" are generally exempt from this scholarly requirement. 


Plagiarism is defined as the presentation of someone else's ideas as your own. Plagiarism in this course will result in a grade of "0" for the assignment and possible failure for the course. If the instructor suspects plagiarism, the burden of proof of the originality of the writing lies with the student. Evidence of originality would include copies of early drafts of the writing, research and interview notes, as well as the ability to discuss the themes of the writing with the instructor. Students should consider their instructor's vigilance in such matters a normal part of the academic process and should be prepared to present evidence of originality if requested. Students are therefore strongly advised to save files of early drafts of essays, along with outlines, research notes and other supporting documentation, as the instructor may at any time require that they be presented.





�
�
�
�
Unit One��
�
�
�
Lesson �
Anglo-Saxon Britain and the Early Middle Ages �
�
�
�
Objectives or Goals �
An important goal is to understand changes in the English language itself, as the Germanic tongues became Old English, and Old English began to change into Middle English (the language of Chaucer). The Anglo-Saxon and early Medieval period was different from our own. In general, it was characterized by the interweaving of religious and social values, during a time when the Catholic Church was both the religious and secular authority. However, prior to the arrival of Christianity in Britain, Anglo-Saxon Britain was pagan; and to some extent, this shift from pagan to Christian beliefs can be witnessed in some of the earliest English poems. In addition to this powerful religious influences, the Anglo-Saxon and early Medieval periods were permeated by values which seem unfamiliar today. Anglo-Saxon society was heroic, while the society of the early Middle Ages was characterized by values such as chivalry and courtly love. Note: All of our Anglo-Saxon readings will be in translation. Original Old English texts can't be read without special training. �
�
�
�
Topics �
This unit starts with the earliest English literature, Anglo-Saxon poetry, and moves through the early Medieval period. More information about the Anglo-Saxons is posted in the Lectures on the Discussion Board. �
�
�
�
Readings �
Textbook reading: pp. xli-118 (NAEL -- Norton Anthology of English Literature) Online readings as follows (go to URL): 1) On Medieval Peasant Life: http://loki.stockton.edu/~ken/wharram/begin.htm 2) Readings from Beowulf: http://www.engl.virginia.edu/OE/Beowulf.Readings/Beowulf.Readings.html 3) The Wanderer audio reading: http://www.engl.virginia.edu/OE/OEA/wanderer.html �
�
�
�
Assignments �
Discussion Question: What are some of the inferences we might draw about Anglo-Saxon life and culture, based on the specific information provided in these poems, "The Dream of the Rood" and "Beowulf"? Post your answer by midnight, October 12. �
�
�
�
Unit Two��
�
�
�
Lesson �
Middle English Literature and Chaucer �
�
�
�
Objectives or Goals �
To gain an understanding of Chaucer's influence on literature, and of the Middle English period in general. �
�
�
�
Readings �
TEXTBOOK READING: pp. 119-259 (NAEL) ONLINE READINGS AND RESOURCES: Chaucer "metapage": http://www.unc.edu/depts/chaucer A recitation of Chaucerian English: http://www.siue.edu/CHAUCER/cant1.html Canterbury Cathedral: http://www.siue.edu/CHAUCER/canterbury.htm Medieval Life and Times: http://www.unc.edu/depts/chaucer/lifetime.htm Middle English Glossary: http://www.librarius.com/cantales.htm Important Events of the 14th Century: http://www.siue.edu/CHAUCER/14thcent.html Biography and essays on Chaucer: http://www.luminarium.org/medlit/chaucer.htm �
�
�
�
Assignments �
Paper #1 must be e-mailed by midnight on October 19. Discussion Question: What sort of character is the Wife of Bath? Post your answer by midnight on October 19. �
�
�
�
Unit Three��
�
�
�
Lesson �
The Sixteenth Century �
�
�
�
Objectives or Goals �
To understand the literature of the Sixteenth Century, particularly the work of Edmund Spenser and Christopher Marlowe. �
�
�
�
Readings �
TEXTBOOK READINGS: pp. 315-338 (NAEL); Spenser, pp. 357-442; Marlowe, The Tragical History of Doctor Faustus pp. 456-491. ONLINE READINGS AND RESOURCES: 1) Biography and essays on Edmund Spenser: http://www.luminarium.org/renlit/spenser.htm 2) The University of Cambridge Spenser Page: http://www.english.cam.ac.uk/spenser/main.htm 3) An overview of Spenser and his work: http://www.oldarcadia.com/spenser_a.html 4) Biography and Essays on Christopher Marlowe: http://www.luminarium.org/renlit/marlowe.htm 5) Biography of Marlowe: http://www.marlowe-society.org/life.htm �
�
�
�
Assignments �
Remember that your second short paper must be on a topic from this Unit or Unit 4.  It's due by the end of Unit 4.





Discussion Question:


Analyze this abbreviated passage from The Faerie Queene, and post your observations by midnight on Oct. 26. (This is intended to be a challenging assignment, so don't worry if you find this hard-- just do the best you can do).  This excerpt describes the Redcrosse Knight's encounter with Despayre:





EXCERPT FROM SPENSER'S FAERIE QUEEN


	(published 1596)





Ere long they came, where that same wicked wight


His dwelling has, low in an hollow cave,


Farre underneath a craggie clift upright,


Darke, dolefull, drearie, like a greedie grave,


That will for carrion carcases doth crave;


On top whereof aye dwelt the ghastly Owle,


Shrieking his balefull note, which eer drave


Farre from that haunt all others chearefull fowle:


And all about it wandring ghostes did waile and howle.





And all about old stockes and stubs of trees,


Whereof nor fruit, nor leafe was ever seene,


Did hang upon the ragged rocky knees;


On which had many wretches hanged beene,


Whose carcases were scattered on the greene,


And throwne about the cliffs.  Arrived there,


That bare-head knight for dread and dolefull teene,


Would faine have fled, ne durst approchen neare,


But th'other forst him stay, and comforted in feare.





That darkesome cave they enter, where they find


That cursed man, low sitting on the ground,


Musing full sadly in his sullein mind;


His griesie lockes, long growen, and unbound,


Disordred hung about his shoulders round,


And hid his face; through which his hollow eyne


Lookt deadly dull, and stared as astound;


His raw-bone cheekes through penurie and pine,


Were shronke into his iawes, as he did never dine.





His garment nought but many ragged clouts,


With thornes together pind and patched was,


The which his naked sides he wrapt abouts;


And him beside there lay upon the gras


A drearie corse, which life away did pas,


All wallowed in his owne yet luke-warme blood,


That from his wound yet welled fresh alas;


In which a rustic knife hast fixed stood,


And made an open passage for the gushing flood.





What piteous spectacle, approving trew


The wofull tale that Treuisan had told,


When as the gentle Redcrosse knight did vew,


With firie zeale he burnt in courage bold,


Him to avenge, before his bloud were cold,


And to the villein said, Thou damned wight,


The author of this fact, we here behold,


What justice can but judge against thee right,


With thine owne bloud to price his bloud, here shed in sight?





What franticke fit (quoth he) hath thus distraught


Thee, foolish man, so rash a doome to give?


What justice ever other judgement taught,


But he should die, who merites not to live?


None else to death this man despayring drive,


But his owne guiltie mind deserving death.


Is then viest to each his due to give?


Or let him die, that loatheth living breath?


Or let him die at ease, that liveth here uneath?





Who travels by the wearie wandring way,


To come unto his wished home in haste,


And meetes a flood, that doth his passage stay,


Is not grat grace to helpe him over past,


Or free his feet, that in the myre sticke fast?


Most envious man, that grieves at neighbours good,


And fond, that joyest in the woe thou hast,


Why wilt not let him passe, that long hathstood


Upon the banke, yet wilt thy selfe not passe the flood?





He there does now enjoy eternall rest


And happie ease, which thou doest want and crave,


And further from it daily wanderest:


What if some little paine the passage have,


That makes fraile flesh to feare the bitter wave?


Is not short paine well borne, that brings long ease,


And layes the soule to sleepe in quiet grave?


Sleepe after toyle, port after stormie seas,


Ease after warre, death after life does greatly please.


�
�
�
�
Unit Four��
�
�
�
Lesson �
Shakespeare, Elizabethan Lit., Women Poets �
�
�
�
Objectives or Goals �
To understand the Elizabethan period. To examine the work of Shakespeare and some of the women poets. �
�
�
�
Readings �
TEXTBOOK READINGS pp. 350-357 (NAEL); Shakespeare pp. 492-575; Donne/Aemilia Lanyer/Ben Johnson pp. 577-640 (through "On Giles and Joan"); Mary Wroth pp. 650-659. Note that some of this material will be carried over to the Unit on the Metaphysical Poets. ONLINE READINGS AND RESOURCES: 1) Life in Elizabethan England: http://renaissance.dm.net/compendium/index.html 2) Virtual tour of the Globe Theater: http://search.eb.com/shakespeare/ind_globe.html 3) Shakespeare Timeline: http://shakespeare.palomar.edu/timeline/summarychart.htm 4) Shakespeare: Life and Times: http://shakespeare.palomar.edu/life.htm 5) Picture and Biography of Lady Mary Wroth: http://darkwing.uoregon.edu/~rbear/mary.html �
�
�
�
Assignments �
Paper #2 must be e-mailed by midnight on November 2. Discussion Question: Why do you think that Shakespeare's work has endured? Post your answer by midnight on November 2. �
�
�
�
Unit Five��
�
�
�
Lesson �
The Metaphysical Poets and Milton �
�
�
�
Objectives or Goals �
To understand the work of Milton and the Metaphysical Poets. �
�
�
�
Readings �
TEXTBOOK READINGS pp. 672-853 (NAEL) ONLINE READINGS AND RESOURCES 1) The Milton Home Page: http://www.urich.edu/~creamer/milton/ 2) Milton's Life - A Chronology: http://www.richmond.edu/~creamer/milton/chronology.html 3) Background on Milton: http://www.brysons.net/miltonweb/index.html �
�
�
�
Assignments �
Don't forget that your third short paper is due at the end of Unit Six, and must be on a topic from this Unit or Unit Six. Discussion Question: Describe the character of Satan in Paradise Lost. Post your answer by midnight on November 9. �
�
�
�
Unit Six��
�
�
�
Lesson �
The Restoration and the Eighteenth Century �
�
�
�
Objectives or Goals �
To understand the literature of The Restoration and the Eighteenth Century. �
�
�
�
Readings �
TEXTBOOK READINGS: pp. 855-878 (NAEL); Dryden 904-915; Swift pp. 966-967 and 1113-1119; Pope 1119-1161; Samuel Johnson pp. 1196-1207 and 1259-1265; Boswell pp. 1273-1281. ONLINE READINGS AND RESOURCES: 1) Restoration Drama: http://www.theatrehistory.com/british/restoration_drama_001.html 2) Biography of Pope: http://encarta.msn.com/encnet/refpages/RefArticle.aspx?refid=761556104 3) Samuel Johnson site: http://www.lichfield.gov.uk/sjmuseum/ 4) John Dryden site: http://www.imagi-nation.com/moonstruck/clsc76.html 5) James Boswell site (a helpful site, despite the spelling errors): http://www.geocities.com/Athens/Olympus/9807/BOSBIOG.HTM �
�
�
�
Assignments �
Paper #3 must be e-mailed by midnight on November 16. Discussion Question: What do you think of Swift's techniques to move social conscience? Post your answer by midnight on November 16. �
�
�
�
Unit Seven��
�
�
�
Lesson �
The Romantic Period �
�
�
�
Objectives or Goals �
To understand the literature of the Romantic Period, and its sociopolitical backdrop. �
�
�
�
Readings �
TEXTBOOK READINGS pp. 1313-1335, pp. 1359-1360, 1388-1449, 1490-1491 (through "The world is too much with us"), pp.1499-1513, 1573-1598 (through the end of "Kubla Khan") pp. 1623-1635, 1636-1639, 1640-1645 (beginning with "She walks in beauty"), pp. 1710-1712,1714-1720 (through the end of "Ozymandius") pp. 1768-1796, 1814-1816 ("La Belle Dame sans Merci"), pp. 1819-1822 ("Ode on a Grecian Urn"). ONLINE READINGS AND RESOURCES This single site is very comprehensive, and should provide everything you need: http://andromeda.rutgers.edu/~jlynch/Lit/romantic.html �
�
�
�
Assignments �
Don't forget that your fourth short paper is due at the end of Unit Eight, and must be on a topic from this Unit or Unit Eight. Discussion Question: Why do you think the Romantic poets were so interested in the subject of nature? Post your answer by midnight on November 23. �
�
�
�
Unit Eight��
�
�
�
Lesson �
The Victorian Period �
�
�
�
Objectives or Goals �
To understand the literature of the Victorian Period. �
�
�
�
Topics �
Although we cannot read the novels of Hardy, Conrad, Bronte or Wilde in this survey course, the student should try to read them at a later time. The essays of Ruskin and other Victorian writers are also recommended reading, for a fuller understanding of the period. �
�
�
�
Readings �
TEXTBOOK READINGS: pp. 1859-188 Tennyson 1916-1933 (through "The Eagle") Arnold 2073-2091 (through the end of "Dover Beach") Rossetti 2134-2152 (through the end of "Goblin Market") Hopkins 2155-2163 (through the end of "Spring and Fall") Hardy/Conrad pp. 2271-2363. ONLINE READINGS AND RESOURCES: 1) Comprehensive site on the Victorian Period: http://65.107.211.206/victorian/ 2) Biography and essays on Conrad (also contains some material on Hardy): http://www.victorianweb.org/authors/conrad/conradov.html 3) Heart of Darkness page: http://www.cwrl.utexas.edu/~benjamin/316kfall/316kunit3/studentprojects/conrad/conrad.html 4) Site on Gerard Manley Hopkins: http://kildare.ie/community/Hopkins/ 5) Site on Christina Rossetti: http://www.humanitiesweb.org/cgi-bin/human.cgi?s=l&p=c&a=i&ID=12 6) Site on Matthew Arnold: http://www.humanitiesweb.org/cgi-bin/human.cgi?s=l&p=c&a=b&ID=56 7) Site on Tennyson: http://www.humanitiesweb.org/cgi-bin/human.cgi?s=l&p=c&a=i&ID=12 �
�
�
�
Assignments �
Paper #4 must be e-mailed by midnight on June 2. Discussion Question: Analyze Christina Rossetti's "Goblin Market." Post your answer by midnight on November 30. �
�
�
�
Unit Nine��
�
�
�
Lesson �
Recent British Literature �
�
�
�
Objectives or Goals �
To survey some of the more recent British authors. �
�
�
�
Readings �
TEXTBOOK READINGS: W.B. Yeats pp. 2363-240 Joyce pp. 2496-2524 T.S. Eliot pp. 2604-2644 Dylan Thomas pp. 2697-2703. ONLINE READINGS AND RESOURCES: 1) Dylan Thomas site: http://encarta.msn.com/encnet/refpages/refarticle.aspx?refid=761564383 2) William Butler Yeats site: http://www.theatlantic.com/unbound/poetry/yeats/bogan.htm 3) James Joyce site: http://www.facstaff.bucknell.edu/rickard/Joyce.html 4) T.S. Eliot site: http://www.poets.org/poets/poets.cfm?prmID=18&CFID=14069146&CFTOKEN=30817950 �
�
�
�
Assignments �
Discussion Question: Discuss Yeats' poem "The Second Coming." Post your response by midnight on December 7. �
�
�
�
Unit Ten��
�
�
�
Final Week - Review �
�
�
�
�
�
During this week, there will be no additional assignments. You can use this time to review and prepare for the final exam. �
�
�
�
Bottom of Form 1�
�
�






