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Chaminade University--English 256-01--Poetry and Drama
Fall Term, 2000--Henry Hall, 202--MWF, 9:00-9:50 a.m.
Professor: Dr. M. W. Simpson, Office Hours by appointment (Henry 206A ,#3)
mbluefox @hotmail.com
Texts: Miller, Jordan. Heath Introduction to Drama, 5th edition, NY; Heath, 1996
Arp, Thomas. Perrine’s Sound and Sense: An Introduction to Poetry , 9th edition.
NY; Harcourt Brace, 1997.

Course Description: English 256 is an introduction to major classical and modern works of
Western Poetry and Drama.The course provides instruction in reading and writing about literature,
which includes creative, interpretive, analytical and critical thinking. Various theoretical approaches
to the analysis of works in the traditional canon are studied, so as to understand literary expression
and the universal values and experiences it conveys.

Course Objectives: 1) To further develop creative, analytical and critical thinking, and writing
skills, throughh reading, discussion, and practice in the interpretation of, and writing about
selected readings in literature,

2) To learn to communicate thoughts, ideas, and observations about literature required in the
college classroom,

3) To write assignments in Standard American Engligh, so ¢ to polish weiting ABility and develop
a clear, concise, effective prose style,

4) To become more aware of, and appreciative of, drama and poetry from varied time periods and
cultures, and what these types of literature have to say about social, moral, and ethical
issues which transcend time and place.

Grading: Participation 10% Be there, be on time, do assignments, take part
Papers 50% Two 500 word essays and one 1500 word essay
Mid term Exam 20% Terminology , and short essay questions
Final Exam 20% Authors and their works

90%+A 80%+B 70%=C 60%=D

Policies: Allowed excuses for absences are limited to emergency and medical reasons. Late
submission of assignments will result in a penalty. Make-up exams are allowed only by prior
arrangement as per stated university policy. All writing will use proper academic format.
Plagiarism can result in failure of the course (see university catalog).

Syllabus

Wk 1 Introductions: Why read & write about literature?  Read: Sound & Sense
Overview of Texts & Requirements Chap. 1
Objectives and Policies
Review: The Writing Process--Narrowing,

Outlining, Topic, Title, Thesis, Brainstorming,
Free writing, Persuasion, Style, Modes
Research and Documentation

Note Taking, Referencing, Format

Reading and Writing about Literature

Drafting: Sentence and Paragraph Structure
Focus, Organization, Development, Unity

Use of Literary Terminology: Formalism
Thematic Areas and Theoretical Approaches
Literary Periods and Schools

Poetics Due: Paper #1 idea
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The Play: What it is, where it comes from? Read: “Hamlet”

Overview of Drama Heath: Introduction; Pgs. 1-9

Dramatic History: Oral Tradition to Internet

Context: The when and where of setting

Theory & Form (Connotation, Denotation, Provocation, Evocation
Invocation, Irony, Symbolism, Figurative Language)

The Theatre Evolves
Character, Plot, Setting, Theme View: Hamlet (w/Mel Gibson)
Discussion Groups: Essay #2 Idea Read: Heath: Intro.; Pgs. 9-23

Women and Society: Prehistory, & History Read: “A Doll’s House”

Gender Criticism

Reading A Play

Evaluating A Play

Discussion Groups: Gender Roles

Writing About Drama View: A Doll’s House (Jane Fonda)
Peer Review Session: Essay #2 Due: Essay #2 (Drama)

Social Commentary in Drama Read: “Death of A Salesman”

Peer Review Session: Essay #3 View: Death of a Salesman (Dustin
Discussion Hoffman)

Writing and Society in the Electronic Age  Due: Essay #3 (1500 words +, any
What’s Next? topic w/instructor’s approval)

Review: Terms, Authors, Works

Final Exam: Authors and Their Works



