COURSE SYLLABUS
Spring 2024
Course                                    RE 103 90 1; RE 103 91 1
Credit hours                           3
Day/Time/Place:                    online
Instructor:                               Dr. Lilia Castle                              
Office Hours:                          by an appointment
Phone:                                     739-4628 off
E-mail:                                     lcastle@chaminade.edu;
Catalog Description: The Council of Vatican II issued a document, Nostra Aetate, that invited Catholic Christians to study how religious traditions answer the questions of meaning that lead to actions of compassion and justice. Within the context of the dialogue between Christianity and the other world religions, the student will explore the diverse historical, philosophical, and spiritual foundations from which the major religious traditions in the world have arisen.
Prerequisites: None.
This course fulfills General Education Core requirement in Catholic Intellectual Tradition for students taking the course from Spring 2023 and subsequent terms, or the lower division Religious Studies General Education Core requirement for students who entered prior 2020.
Required Text and reading assignment: 
Vatican II, Nostra Aetate, Declaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions, Oct.28, 1965
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decl_19651028_nostra-aetate_en.html
Vatican II: Dignitatis Humanae: Declaration on Religious Freedom, Dec.7, 1965
Textbook: Molloy, Michael. Experiencing the World Religions 8th edition. New York, N. Y: McGraw Hill, 2021. ISBN: 9781260253511
Course Website: https://chaminade.instructure.com/courses/24859
Supplementary Resources/Technology Tools: Canvas will be used as a companion website to
the course.
Library:  Chaminade library www.chaminade.edu/library
Technology Assistance: 
Search for help on specific topics or get tips in Canvas Students
Live chat with Canvas Support for students
Canvas Support Hotline for students: +1-833-209-6111
Watch this video to get you started
Online tutorials: click on “Students” role to access tutorials
Contact the Chaminade IT Helpdesk for technical issues: helpdesk@chaminade.edu or call (808) 735-4855
Tutoring and Writing Services: Chaminade is proud to offer free, one-on-one tutoring and writing assistance to all students. Tutoring and writing help is available on campus at Kōkua ʻIke: Center for Student Learning in a variety of subjects (including, but are not limited to: biology, chemistry, math, nursing, English, etc.) from trained Peer and Professional Tutors. Please check Kōkua ʻIke’s website (https://chaminade.edu/advising/kokua-ike/) for the latest times, list of drop-in hours, and information on scheduling an appointment. Free online tutoring is also available via TutorMe. Tutor Me can be accessed 24/7 from your Canvas account. Simply click Account – Notifications – TutorMe. For more information, please contact Kōkua ʻIke at tutoring@chaminade.edu or 808-739-8305. 
COURSE OBJECTIVES
General Education Learning Outcome (GELO’s)
The General Education Learning Outcome for this course under the values section fr Catholic Intellectual Tradition is as follows:
The student will explain faith and reason as integral to developing a Catholic sacramental perspective of the cosmos that leads to responsible action supporting social justice

Program Learning Outcomes (PLO’s)
Students successfully completing the Religious Studies program will be able to: 
1. Utilize the key concepts of Catholic theology in a critical reflection on integral human experience. 
2. Engage in respectful dialogue on religious meaning in our globalized, multicultural society. 
3. Employ understanding of interfaith traditions and behavior to Christian moral reasoning and decision making that affirms and/or challenges secular and cultural values. 
4. Generate a substantive project that is animated by the Marianist Charism. 
Course Learning Outcomes:
Upon the completion of this course students will be able to…
1. Compare and contrast the central concepts of Christianity and the major world religions and the ways they approach the human quest for meaning while applying that to lived experience. (PLO 1, GELO)
2. Clarify the necessity of the dialogue and positive and cooperative interaction between people of different religions, faiths or spiritual beliefs as it has been stated in Nostra Aetate issued by the Council of Vatican II. (PLO 2, GELO)
3. Highlight key ethical doctrinal themes of the major world religions in interreligious dialogue with Christianity. (PLO 3, GELO)
4. Present one of the religious traditions as multi-dimensional construct in a project interpreting its basic features from a comparative perspective with Christianity. (PLO 4, GELO)
Assignment of Learning Outcomes:
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Marianist Values
The Characteristics of Marianist Education as applied to this course:
1. Educate for formation in faith 
2. Provide for an integral quality education;
3. Educate for family spirit;
4. Educate for service, justice and peace;
5. Educate for adaptation and change.
 Educate for formation in faith. The course aims to foster students’ understanding of other faiths and cultures and the confirmation of their value expressed in Nostra Aetate issued by the Council of Vatican II.  With attention to the diversity of religions, a Christian has to strive for a new form of coexistence based on God's love for man, rooted in the Creator's respect for human freedom. A respectful attitude to the "otherness" of other religions does not deny, but confirms the truth of Christianity. Students from different religious background will find personal significance through the course content realizing that the interest in the truth professed by others, and love, are a necessary condition for self-respect of any member of the world community. Since the development of man means in the first place the development of his spiritual self, faith is discussed as being essential for the spiritual transformation of man. The universal for the most religions idea of nurturing of one’s divine nature, increases the validity of faith for students.
Provide for an integral quality education. The intention of the course is to open students’ awareness to the plurality of religious traditions and teach them to value and respect the diversity of cultures and unlike world views. Being integral by its very definition, religion occupies the central place in every culture manifesting its ideas in art, literature, politics and social life. 
Educate for family spirit. Drawing upon the ideas of Nostra Aetate issued by the Council of Vatican, the course deepens students’ understanding of how the harmony of the global community could be achieved by preservation and encouragement of the spiritual and moral truths found among non-Christians. The course focuses on the mutual aspects of religions seeing religion as a unity of persons with each other and all people within the Transcendent.
 Educate for service, justice and peace. ‘The Marianist approach to higher education is deeply committed to the common good. The intellectual life itself is undertaken as a form of service in the interest of justice and peace, and the university curriculum is designed to connect the classroom with the wider world’. Service to others as the highest value in our global era is the essence of Christian faith. One of the goals of the course is to examine from both theoretical and personal point of view the values people have in relation to justice our global era. Students will learn about the emergence, the articulation, the transformation, and the structure of values, the kinds of values and their hierarchy with reference to the possibility of their realization through Justice.
 Educate for adaptation and change. Interreligious dialogue originated at the Second Vatican Council and continued through the efforts of Pope John Paul II reflects changes in the state of affairs in the modern world and the necessity of new Christian attitude toward other religions. This course will discuss the importance of Nostra Aetate for students’ understanding of the value of different religious traditions and the importance of the recognition of existence of both similarities and differences among human forms of life as well as their socio-political environments. In order to adjust to the fluidity of life, students will have to learn from this course about the permanence and change of human values in different religious cultures, their competition, circulation and dissemination.
Native Hawaiian Values. Education is an integral value in both Marianist and Native Hawaiian culture. Both recognize the transformative effect of a well-rounded, value-centered education on society, particularly in seeking justice for the marginalized, the forgotten, and the oppressed, always with an eye toward God (Ke Akua). This is reflected in the ‘Olelo No’eau (Hawaiian proverbs) and Marianist core beliefs:
1. Educate for Formation in Faith (Mana) E ola au i ke akua (ʻŌlelo Noʻeau 364) May I live by God
2. Provide an Integral, Quality Education (Na’auao) Lawe i ka maʻalea a kūʻonoʻono (ʻŌlelo  Noʻeau 1957) Acquire skill and make it deep
3. Educate in Family Spirit (‘Ohana) ʻIke aku, ʻike mai, kōkua aku kōkua mai; pela iho la ka nohana ʻohana (‘Ōlelo Noʻeau 1200) Recognize others, be recognized, help others, be helped; such is a family relationship
4. Educate for Service, Justice and Peace (Aloha) Ka lama kū o ka noʻeau (ʻŌlelo Noʻeau 1430) Education is the standing torch of wisdom
5. Educate for Adaptation and Change (Aina) ʻAʻohe pau ka ‘ike i ka hālau hoʻokahi (ʻŌlelo Noʻeau 203) All knowledge is not taught in the same school

 Service Learning General Outcomes.
1. Demonstrate and understanding of the connection between academic work and real-life situation.
2. Demonstrate an understanding of and commitment to their role in issues of public concern
Assessment: 
Students’ performance will be assessed as following
1. Course project – 60 points
2. Four quizzes – 200 points
3. Discussions/essays– 40 points
Points will be calculated to a percentage (300 points =100%)
Grade Scale
Letter                        Percentage
A    			90-100%
B			80-89%
C			70-79%
D			60-69%
F			<60%
The purpose of assignments is to assess the grasp of the concepts expressed either in the texts provided, or online discussions. Assignments are given on CANVAS with an assigned due date. Points for assignments will vary according to the requirements of the assignment. Students will be informed on Canvas regarding the format and points of each assignment.
Quizzes. Quizzes are administered through CANVAS, and will be based on the textbook, additional reading materials and the PowerPoints on CANVAS.  Each quiz worth 40 points; all quizzes worth 160 points. The quizzes may include multiple choice, true-false, fill the blanks and short answer questions to assess overall understanding of the course’s content. The detailed outlines and Study guides for the successful completion of the quizzes are provided on Canvas.
Discussions/Seminars: The questions for the online discussions/seminars are provided on Canvas. To have a full credit each student will have to submit at least 2 entries for each discussion. 
Project: You will work on the project on the specific features and views of one of the religious traditions evaluating and comparing it with Christian views. The foundational document for your project is Nostra Aetate issued by The Council of Vatican II. 
Course Policies: 
All assignments discussions and other activities are graded, so your timely submissions are essential if you want to have a full credit for the course. 
Late Work Policy:  No late submissions of the Quizzes. There will be no possibility to retake the quiz. Other assignments: points will be deducted for the late submissions up to one letter grade.
Grades of ‘Incomplete” are align with the University policies.
Plagiarism. Avoid plagiarism by citing properly your resources 
Instructor and Student Communication: Questions regarding this course can be emailed to the instructor at lcastle@chaminade.edu
Zoom conferences can be arranged by email. Response time will take place up to 48 hours.

IMPORTANT NOTICES:
ADA Accommodations 
Note:  In accordance with University policy, if you have a documented disability and require accommodations to obtain equal access in this course, please contact Counseling Center to verify eligibility. Accommodations will be made once the instructor has received notice from the Counseling Center and begin at the time of said notification. It is the responsibility of the student to work with the counseling office complete application for ADA accommodations.
Title IX Compliance 
Chaminade University recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct will NOT be tolerated at Chaminade University. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. Should you want to report to a confidential source you may contact the following: Counseling Center
.    
COURSE SCHEDULE
MODULE 1 Introduction to the course requirements. The major theories on the origin of religions. The forms and the structure of religions. The mutual features of the world religions. The religious views on the sacred, time and space; the meaning of religious symbols, myths, and rituals. The role and the function of religion in man’s life. Religion and morality: ethical norms, virtue, and values in world religions. Social and religious notions of Justice. Religions and art.

Read: Chapters 1,2 – textbook; handouts on the Sacred Space and Myth
Assignment: answer the questions for the Seminars 1& 2 (the questions are provided in the Module 1 on Canvas).

MODULE 2. 
The main ideas of Nostra Aetate on the importance of world religions for the global community.
Read: Vatican II, Nostra Aetate, Declaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions, Oct.28, 1965
https://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_decl_19651028_nostra-aetate_en.html
Assignment: Discussion #1 on the central ideas of Vatican II, Nostra Aetate, Declaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-Christian Religions, Oct.28, 1965

TEST 1 on Module 1 & 2.

MODULE 3 Hinduism. Ancient Harappa culture. Aryans. The Major Texts of Hinduism. The major deities, terms and concepts of Hinduism. Nostra Aetate on the exploration of the divine mystery in Hinduism. 
Read: Nostra Aetate on Hinduism; Chapter 3-textbook; Bhagavad-Gita- excerpts; Power Point & Handouts on Hinduism; Study Guide.
Watch: Hinduism, parts 1-3; Ramayana, 22 min. (the link is provided on Canvas)
Assignment: In short (300 words) essay explain the meaning of one of the excerpts of the Bhagavad-Gita (details are provided on Canvas).  Explain, how Bhagavad-Gita  illustrates the Hindus’ search for the ‘release from the trials of life” (NA). 


MODULE 4. An introduction to the Buddhist spiritual tradition. Culture and religion. Buddha and his teachings. Buddhist saints. Buddhist culture and values.  Man in the Buddhist picture of the world. Buddhist symbols, rituals and shrines. Buddhist calendar. Holidays in Buddhist culture. Art in Buddhist culture.
Read: Ch. 4; PowerPoints, handouts, Study Guide.
Watch: On Shared Humanity: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y3xOf-jXJSY ;
Buddhist Art in South Asia (on Canvas):
 https://www.khanacademy.org/humanities/ap-art-history/introduction-cultures-religions-apah/buddhism-apah/v/beliefs-made-visible-ii
Assignments: 
· Discussion on the relationship between the notions of bodhisattva and nirvāṇa in early Mahāyāna Buddhism.

MODULE 5 Branches of Buddhism: Mahayana Buddhism. Tibetan Buddhism. Neo-Buddhism. Japanese Zen Buddhism: branches and revival. Buddhism on Wealth and Poverty. Buddhism on Equality. Non-violence and Buddhist Belief system. 
Read: Ch.4; handouts on Canvas
Assignment: Discussion on the notion of yonaoshi 世直し (‘world renewal’) in Japanese Neo-Buddhism.

MODULE 6. Jainism: origin, key beliefs and ethical practices.
Read: textbook; PowerPoint and the outline on Jainism
Watch: Jainism, 18 min.& Surprising facts about Jainism (10 min.),  (on Canvas)
Assignment: Prepare for the test on Hinduism, Buddhism.

TEST 2 On Hinduism, Buddhism and the excerpts from the Nostra Aetate on valuable views of H.& B. for the universal quest on the meaning of life and man’s place in the universe.
 
MODULE 7. Chinese Universe: Interconnectedness of moral and religious views. Ancient Chinese Cosmogonic views. 
Read: Ch.6-textbook; PowerPoint on Chinese religious views.
Watch: The Heart of Taoism (Ep.1-5 on Canvas)
Assignment: Do all the exercises on Confucianism and Daoism provided in the Module.  The exercises are connected with the text under the Reading) on Confucianism and Daoism provided in the module, so, all the answers you will find in the text.  These exercises will help you to successfully complete the quiz #3.

MODULE 8.  Daoism. Confucianism. 
Read: Ch. 6-textbook; readings on Confucianism and Daoism; Excerpts from Dao De Jing by Lao-tzu; Excerpts from Zhuangzi; Study Guide on Chinese Thought
Assignments: 
· Read attentively and think about the meaning of the excerpts from the “Analects" by Confucius and from 'Da De Jing" by Lao Tzu. 
· Discussion on the relationship between the notions of dào 道 and dé 德 according to Daoist thought.

MODULE 9. Shinto. Origin. Historical development. Nature and Morality. Beauty, Purity, and Virtue in Shintoism. Eastern tradition.  Japanese religious views in Art and Architecture.
Watch: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WZoVEAHHbiQ 
Read: Ch.7 in the textbook; handouts on Canvas.
Assignment:  Discussion on Shintō: Is it an indigenous religion? 

TEST #3 on Chinese and Japanese religious views.

MODULE 10. Nostra Aetate on Judaism in its relation to Christianiy. Major beliefs and practices of Judaism. The Torah as the main book of Judaism. The three parts of Hebrew Bible. Culture and religion. Classical texts of Judaism. Patriarchs of the Jewish people. Prophets and righteous people in Jewish culture. The Temple in the Life of the Jews. The purpose of the synagogue and its structure. Saturday (Shabbat) in the Jewish tradition. Traditions of Judaism in the everyday life of Jews. Responsible acceptance of the commandments. Jewish holidays: their history and traditions. Values ​​of family life in the Jewish tradition.

Read: Ch.8.; outline; PowerPoint & Study Guide on Judaism, Nostra Aetate.
Watch: Judaism through its scriptures: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2sOzmBAaCHA
Assignment: Discussion on the relations of Judaism with Christianity in their historical and modern perspective according to Nostra Aetate.

MODULE 11. Jewish mysticism. Marriage. Mourning. ‘Pilgrimage Festivals”.
Read: Ch.8 textbook; reading materials on Jewish mysticism. 
Watch: Jewish Mysticism Explained: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pGBnJxFwiVs
Assignment: Submit one-page reflection on Jewish mysticism.

MODULE 12.  Islam. Sunni, Shiite, Sufi. Five Pillars of Islam. Islamic mysticism. 
Read: Ch. 10, handouts. Nostra Aetate.
Watch: Islam: Empire of faith: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9CgLpjn9B9M

MODULE 13.  Islamic religious ideas in Art and poetry.
Read: Ch. 10, PowerPoint, handouts
Watch: Islamic Art, 11 min. (on Canvas); Symbolism in Islamic Architecture. 4 min. (on Canvas)
Assignment: An essay on the expression of the religious ideas in Islamic art from one of the videos (one page, questions are provided on Canvas).

MODULE 14.  Christianity and the importance of the interreligious dialogue expressed in Nostra Aetate.
Read: Ch. 9-textbook, PowerPoint, handouts on the Historical development of Christianity, Christian Monasticism. Asceticism. Mysticism. 
Assignments: Second Discussion on the Christian views in relation to other religions expressed in Nostra Aetate. 
   `                                 
MODULE 15. Review for the Final quiz.
Read: Final quiz instructions
Study guide on Christianity, Islam and Judaism (pages); Study guide on Judaism & Islam (Power point); Nostra Aetate.
Assignment: Final TEST #4.  
Final Project due.

RESEARCH PROJECT.

Topics of the project:

1. Identify and compare the positive points Nostra Aetate acknowledges about Judaism, Islam, Buddhism and Hinduism?
2. Compare the Religious foundations of Moral Values in Judaism and Christianity.
3. Compare ethical rules of moral behavior in Christianity and Buddhism.
4. Provide comparative analysis of the main sources of the moral guidance in Islam and Christianity.
5. Find the similarities and differences of Moral Values in Hinduism and Christianity.
6. Provide a comparative analysis of an idea of Justice from Christian and Muslim perspectives.
7. Compare the meaning of Justice in the Quran and the New Testament. 
8. Provide examples of the role of Judaism and Christianity in their struggle against inequity in pursuit of justice in modern world.
9. The Influence of Christianity and Islam on Social justice in Modern Society.
10. Analyze and compare an idea of Justice in Buddhism and Christianity.

1. The Description of the project: In a world, which continuously grows more interdependent, there is clearly a need for everyone to awaken to one another's spiritual traditions. Comparison is essential for a deeper understanding of the world religions. In this course project students will provide a comparative analysis of one of the aspects of Christianity and one of the other religious traditions and identify how the belief they discuss influence the way people of these traditions live. As it is stated in Nostra Aetate: ‘By examining Christianity alongside other religions and their main ideas, we will be better able to understand the claims, teachings, and benefits of the Christian religion’.
To accomplish the project, students will have to: 
· Identify the primary and secondary sources related to their topics preparing an accurate summary for their project;
· Compare and contrast the treatments of the topic they chose in several primary and secondary sources.
· Integrate information they derived from both primary and secondary into a coherent presentation of their topic. 
· Write informative/explanatory text that examines and conveys complex ideas related to the main topic clearly and accurately. 
Assessment: the project will be assessed according to its creativity, content, knowledge of the primary and secondary sources, and organization.  

60 points total:
· Content: 30 points: Shows a thorough understanding of the issue in both religious traditions and present it clearly and thoughtfully providing well-supported conclusions
· Creativity:10 points: sophisticated arguments 
· Structure: 10 points: the project is well-formatted and contain all required parts of it;
· Citation: 10 information is correctly cited and derives from scholarly and/or authoritative sources.
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