


RELIGION, PHILOSOPHY, AND SOCIAL ETHICS 

	        Spring 2024 (online) 

COURSE SYLLABUS 

Course                                	           RE/PH/SO/ 338-91-1; RE/PH/SO 338- 90-1 
Credit hours                                        3
Day/Time/Place:	             	 (on-line)
Instructor:                                  	 Dr. Lilia Castle                               
Phone:			     		 739-4628 off
E-mail:                                     	 lcastle@chaminade.edu
Office Hours:				 on zoom by an appointment


Catalog description. Designed to give students an interdisciplinary experience in the study of social ethics from the perspectives of theology, religion, and philosophy. Students will explore the theory and practice of social ethics and develop the knowledge and skills for philosophical and theological critique of ethical systems and social policy. Cross- listed with SO 338 and RE 338. Offered annually. This course may be used to satisfy the 300-level Religious Studies General Education Core requirement or the Interdisciplinary requirement. Prerequisites: Any 100 or 200 level Religion course or any 100 level Philosophy course or consent of instructor. 
Additional description. The course will introduce you to the theoretical and historical aspects of the most important sources of normativity and regulators of human behavior. Religion, philosophy and morality have common origins, and their theoretical problems coincide in many aspects. Thematically, the course consists of 3 parts: 1. Studying the philosophy of morality and religion 2. Studying the typology and classification of basic religious and ethical ideas. 3. The study of practical philosophical problems associated with the application of religious and ethical ideas in personal and social practice. The goal of the course is to cultivate students’ understanding of the religious foundations of development of man and society; to enable students to draw deeply on philosophical-religious traditions in ethics, while examining moral issues of public policies and institutions; to see religious belief as driving force behind social ethics and political events.
LEARNING OUTCOMES
PH 338 Religion, Philosophy, and Social Ethics: Student Learning Outcomes (SLO) Upon satisfactory completion of this course, students will be able to: 

1. Differentiate and employ the major methods of Western philosophical ethics. (CME, GELO, PLO-PH 1, PLO-RE 2) 
2. Apply the implications of an ethical method to the basic structure of society. (CME, GELO, PLO-PH 4, PLO-RE 3) 
3. Develop critiques of social structures and their distributive system by drawing upon key warrants of Christian theology. (CME, GELO, PLO-PH 2, PLO-RE 1) 
4. Produce a contribution to sociopolitical dialogue in contemporary Hawai’i informed by Western philosophical and religious social ethics. (CME, GELO, PLO-PH 3, PLO-RE 4) 

The structure, content, learning activities, and pedagogical philosophy of this course align with..
A. The Philosophy Minor Program: Program Learning Outcomes (PLO-PH)
Upon completion of the program, students with a minor in Philosophy will be able to:
1. Explain the main ethical, metaphysical, epistemological, and logical, concepts and categories of the world religious and non-religious philosophies.
2. Argue for the central ideas and religious experience of Christianity responding to intellectual challenges to Christianity and the alternate approaches to the question, “why is there something rather than nothing?”
3. Utilize critical and creative thinking for the interpretation of original philosophical texts, as well as cultural symbols and mythologemes.
4. Integrate philosophical methods and principles of cognition into holistic analysis of the concepts of natural and social sciences. 
B. The Religious Studies Program: Program Learning Outcomes (PLO-RE)
Upon completion of the undergraduate B.A. program in Religious Studies, students will be able to: 
1. Utilize the key concepts of Catholic theology in a critical reflection on integral human experience. 
2. Engage in respectful dialogue on religious meaning in our globalized, multicultural society. 
3. Employ Christian moral imagination in moral reasoning and decision making that affirms and/or challenges secular and cultural values. 
4. Generate a substantive project that is animated by the Marianist Charism.		
C.  The Marianist Educational Philosophy:
1. Educate for formation in faith. (GELO). The student will integrate faith and reason as complementary methods to explore questions of ultimate reality, leading to enhanced social awareness and service for peace and justice.
2. Provide an integral, quality education
3. Educate in family spirit
4. Educate for service, justice and peace and the integrity of creation 5. Educate for adaptation and change 
Marianist Philosophy of Education in this course:

Educate for formation in faith
The course intends to help students to find personal significance of the content of the course for their spiritual development.  Students’ understanding of the transformative nature of religion and its necessity for the meaningful life increases for them the validity of faith.  

Educate for family spirit:
Religion occupies the fundamental place in every society thus being integral by its very definition.. This is why the central objective of this course is students’ understanding that the only meaningful direction of the development of mankind is toward the unity of the Divine humanity.

Educate for adaptation and change. 
The changeability of the modern world seems to deem the importance of faith in man’s life. But the eternal questions are even sharper stand in front of each person.  Where to look for the guidance, and who is the Guide?  The course intends to prove that only the religious world outlook provides compelling answers to these questions. 

Educate for service, justice and peace: Service to others is the essence of Christian faith, which became the highest value in our global era. The philosophico-religious examination of the problems of modern society arms students to for better service to people and fight for Justice in modern post-secular society. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

1.  Carefully read of all assigned materials in a timely, engaged, and conscientious manner.
2.  Consistently participate in the online discussions.
3.  Creatively and thoughtfully work on the written assignment.  Writing has to be original and thoughtful. The prompt submissions of your writings are important for your success; one letter grade will be deducted for every day after the due date.
4.  To show an ability to apply the ideas of Western Philosophy and Catholic Social Teaching tradition you learned about to the analysis of the real-world processes and situations.

ASSESSMENT, GRADING, AND LATE WORK POLICY. 
The final grade earned by a student will be influenced by active participation in class discussions, formative quizzes, creative essays, and the final project. All the assignments are given specific letter and will count for a percentage of the total grade, as follows:
Final project: 30%; Reflection papers:  30% ; Discussions:  20%; Formative Quizzes: 20%
Final grades are to be interpreted as follows: 
A.    Outstanding scholarship and an unusual degree of intellectual initiative
B.     Superior work done in a consistent and intellectual manner
C.     Average grade indicating a competent grasp of subject matter
D.     Inferior work of the lowest passing grade, not satisfactory for fulfillment of prerequisite course work.
F.     Failed to grasp the minimum subject matter; no credit given 
A  90-100
B  80- 89
C  70-79
D.  60-69
F   < 60%
COURSE POLICIES 
The Free Exchange of Thought 
The university has long been a privileged place for the exchange of ideas and positions. This implies both the freedom to express one’s thoughts and the responsibility to hear and respect the thoughts of others. Religious freedom and freedom of the conscience are central concepts of Philosophical ethics and Roman Catholic moral theology. While students are expressly encouraged to think about and question the concepts covered, you will be assessed solely by your ability to adequately demonstrate competence in understanding, critical appropriation, and creative synthesis of the course content and material. 
Health and Safety Precautions 
Our priority must be the creation and maintenance of a safe and healthy learning environment for everyone in our university community. Everyone has a profound personal responsibility to assess our health with utmost integrity prior to entering our classroom. You will not be penalized for missing class if you are feeling unwell. Please be sure to heed all campus guidance regarding physical distancing, the wearing of face coverings, and room capacity limitations. You are also encouraged to monitor your body temperature by using the thermometers located around campus. Federal and local authorities, along with the leadership of Chaminade University, will periodically release statements on if or how our community has been impacted and what this may imply for our learning experience. Please regularly check for campus updates and information by visiting https://chaminade.edu/coronavirus/. 
Academic Honesty and Plagiarism 
Plagiarism might be broadly defined as the misrepresentation of another’s work or ideas as one’s own. In the first instance of alleged plagiarism, the instructor and student will agree to meet during office hours to review evidence supporting the allegation of plagiarism and discuss proper citation techniques. Subsequent offenses will not be tolerated. Withdrawal from this course and/or other disciplinary actions will be considered and pursued to the fullest extent afforded by university policy. 
Style, Language, and Grammar 
All work must be submitted in legible and intelligible Standard American English (AmE) or ‘Ōlelo Hawai’i (by prior arrangement with instructor) according to the generally accepted standards of those languages. The Turabian style of citation and paper formatting has been traditionally preferred in Philosophical and Theological disciplines. Students may choose to use a different citation method (APA, MLA, etc.) so long as it is utilized accurately and consistently. Exceptions to the above guidelines may be made in consultation with the instructor for scholarly, academic expression in other formats (e.g., spoken word, song, dance, or visual art) as appropriate. In all cases, the judicious use of equitable, gender-inclusive language must always be observed. 
Classroom Decorum 
As a community of scholars, we will strive to advance the noble cause of human intellectual discovery in part by demonstrating respect for the thoughts and ideas of others, whether they be insights of your classmates or of those who have endeavored in generations before us. Please help create a respectful learning space by: 
i. Fostering an atmosphere of mutual esteem and fruitful discovery 
ii. Maintaining conditions conducive to classroom focus and attentiveness 
iii. Encouraging all participants to engage in greater active participation 
iv. Possessing an excellent command and comprehension of all assigned readings 
v. Being open and ready to thoughtfully and respectfully dialogue with others 
vi. Drawing upon your own experiences to help illustrate course concepts 
vii. Posing insightful questions for the benefit of all 
With these in mind, please remain seated for the duration of the course session and refrain from offensive or distracting behavior including, texting and DMing, eating, fraternizing, completing work for other courses, engaging in intentionally polemic and inflammatory discourse, and extraneous speaking about topics unrelated to the subject at hand. The instructor will regularly pause to invite your questions; please reserve them until asked. Regular breaks for refreshment, to be taken outdoors, will be provided. 
Electronic Devices 
The use of non-essential electronic devices during periods of in-person instruction, including audio and video recording for distribution or personal use, is strictly prohibited unless permission is granted by instructor. Please help to minimize potential interference with our learning environments by silencing your cellphones and/or push notifications on your learning devices during instructional time. The break for refreshment, to be taken outdoors, is an excellent opportunity for catching up with your mobile devices. 
Office Hours 
Office hours are an invaluable opportunity to build a stronger sense of university community, deepen one’s knowledge, and form more nurturing relationships with faculty in an individualized format. In-person office hours are to be held during hours as posted and are subject to change. Students are also able to schedule a private Zoom meeting if preferred but those who prefer to speak over the telephone are also encouraged to pursue that option. To guarantee instructor availability and to reduce student wait time, students are highly encouraged to schedule an appointment through email. 
Instructor and Student Communication 
All written communication between the instructor and student must take place through official Chaminade University email addresses or through our Canvas course site. Assignments must likewise be submitted through their designated channel, ordinarily our course Canvas site. Please do not contact the instructor through other electronic media including personal email addresses. It is imperative that you check your email on a regular basis as rapidly developing important information (e.g., class cancellations, feedback or academic progress reports, or requests to meet during office hours) may and will be conveyed there. 
Tutoring and Writing Services 
Chaminade is proud to offer free, one-on-one tutoring and writing assistance to all students at Kōkua `Ike, the Center for Student Learning. Trained peer and professional tutors are available for a variety of subjects including, but not limited to, biology, chemistry, math, nursing, and English. Please check Kōkua `Ike’s website (https://chaminade.edu/advising/kokua-ike/) for the latest times, a list of drop-in hours, and information on scheduling an appointment. Free online tutoring is also available via Smarthinking, which can be accessed from your Canvas account. Simply click Account – Notifications – Smarthinking. For more information, please contact tutoring@chaminade.edu or (808) 739-8305. 
Disability Access 
If you need individual accommodations to meet course outcomes because of a documented disability, please speak with me to discuss your needs as soon as possible so that we can ensure your full participation in class and fair assessment of your work. Students with special needs who meet criteria for the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) provisions must provide written documentation of the need for accommodations from Kōkua ʻIke: Center for Student Learning by the end of week three of the class, in order for instructors to plan accordingly. If a student would like to determine if they meet the criteria for accommodations, they should contact the Kōkua ʻIke Coordinator at (808) 739-8305 for further information (ada@chaminade.edu). 
Title IX Compliance 
Chaminade University of Honolulu recognizes the inherent dignity of all individuals and promotes respect for all people. Sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse will NOT be tolerated at CUH. If you have been the victim of sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, we encourage you to report this matter promptly. As a faculty member, I am interested in promoting a safe and healthy environment, and should I learn of any sexual misconduct, physical and/or psychological abuse, I must report the matter to the Title IX Coordinator. If you or someone you know has been harassed or assaulted, you can find the appropriate resources by visiting Campus Ministry, the Dean of Students Office, the Counseling Center, or the Office for Compliance and Personnel Services. 
Attendance Policy 
The following attendance policy is taken from the 2021-2022 Academic Catalog:
Students are expected to attend regularly all courses for which they are registered. Student should notify their instructors when illness or other extenuating circumstances prevents them from attending class and make arrangements to complete missed assignments. Notification may be done by emailing the instructor’s Chaminade email address, calling the instructor’s campus extension, or by leaving a message with the instructor’s division office. It is the instructor’s prerogative to modify deadlines of course requirements accordingly. Any student who stops attending a course without officially withdrawing may receive a failing grade. 
Unexcused absences equivalent to more than a week of classes may lead to a grade reduction for the course. Any unexcused absence of two consecutive weeks or more may result in being withdrawn from the course by the instructor, although the instructor is not required to withdraw students in that scenario. Repeated absences put students at risk of failing grades. 
Students with disabilities who have obtained accommodations from the Chaminade University of Honolulu ADA Coordinator may be considered for an exception when the accommodation does not materially alter the attainment of the learning outcomes. 
Federal regulations require continued attendance for continuing payment of financial aid. When illness or personal reasons necessitate continued absence, the student should communicate first with the instructor to review the options. Anyone who stops attending a course without official withdrawal may receive a failing grade or be withdrawn by the instructor at the instructor’s discretion. 
Student Conduct Policy 
The following student conduct policy is taken from the 2021-2022 Academic Catalog: 
Campus life is a unique situation requiring the full cooperation of each individual. For many, Chaminade is not only a school, but a home and a place of work as well. That makes it a community environment in which the actions of one student may directly affect other students. Therefore, each person must exercise a high degree of responsibility. Any community must have standards of conduct and rules by which it operates. At Chaminade, these standards are outlined so as to reflect both the Catholic, Marianist values of the institution and to honor and respect students as responsible adults. All alleged violations of the community standards are handled through an established student conduct process, outlined in the Student Handbook, and operated within the guidelines set to honor both students’ rights and campus values. 
Students should conduct themselves in a manner that reflects the ideals of the University. This includes knowing and respecting the intent of rules, regulations, and/or policies presented in the Student Handbook, and realizing that students are subject to the University’s jurisdiction from the time of their admission until their enrollment has been formally terminated. Please refer to the Student Handbook for more details. A copy of the Student Handbook is available on the Chaminade website under Student Life. 
For further information, please refer to the Student Handbook which is linked annually on the following webpage: https://chaminade.edu/current-students/. 
Credit Hour Policy 
The unit of semester credit is defined as university-level credit that is awarded for the completion of coursework. One credit hour reflects the amount of work represented in the intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student achievement for those learning outcomes. Each credit hour earned at Chaminade University should result in 45 hours of engagement. This equates to one hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester, 10-week term, or equivalent amount of work over a different amount of time. Direct instructor engagement and out-of-class work result in total student engagement time of 45 hours for one credit. 
The minimum 45 hours of engagement per credit hour can be satisfied in fully online, internship, or other specialized courses through several means, including (a) regular online instruction or interaction with the faculty member and fellow students and (b) academic engagement through extensive reading, research, online discussion, online quizzes or exams; instruction, collaborative group work, internships, laboratory work, practica, studio work, and preparation of papers, presentations, or other forms of assessment. This policy is in accordance with federal regulations and regional accrediting agencies. 

COURSE SCHEDULE
MODULE 1.
Themes: Definitions of ethics and morality. Differences in the origin and the use of basic terms. Similarities and differences between these terms. The essence of morality. Universality, publicity, and autonomy of morality. Similarities and differences between morality and other forms of normative regulation. Morality and law. Morality and custom. Moral history. The problem of the origin of morality. The phenomenon of Socrates. Morality and freedom. Morality and individuality. Sociology of morality. The problem of value in morality. The difficulty of the sociological study of morality. Immoralism, Ethical skepticism. Immoralism of Machiavelli and Nietzsche. Contemporary ethical skepticism. Theoretical ethics. Classification of theoretical concepts. ‘Morality is from God’, ‘from human nature’ and ‘from society’. 
Normative ethics. Ethical relativism. The discursive nature of modern morality. Pragmatic character of modern morality. Ethical subjectivism. Psychological egoism. Impossibility of individual language and individual morality. Cultural relativism. The failure of the thesis about the fundamental moral difference of cultures. Criticism of cultural relativism and its practical failure. Natural law. The objective principles of morality in natural law. Human rights. The origins of moral obligation. Voluntarism. Ethics and religion. 
Read: Christine M. Korsgaard. The Sources of Normativity. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1998. -PDF on Canvas.
Assignments:  In the short introductory essay tell about the best and the worst choice you made in your life.
Discussion on the origin and the nature of morality. 
MODULE 2. Virtue ethics
Themes: Plato's virtues. Justice, courage, wisdom and moderation. Social and individual virtues. The idea of Good in Plato’s ethics. Virtue and Knowledge. Virtue and happiness. Justice in Plato’s The Republic.
Read: Plato, ‘Symposium”; The Republic, Bks i-ii, iv, vi-vii, ix; Handouts on the Symposium; Study Guide on Plato; handouts on the Allegory of the Cave.
Quiz:  Morality and Love in Plato
MODULE 3. Aristotle's virtue ethics. Ethical and dianoetic virtues. Justice as a public virtue. Exchangeable, retributive and distributive Justice.
Read:  Selections from Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Books I, ii, vi; Good life (PowerPoint)
MODULE 4. Virtues in the ethical systems of Stoicism and Epicureanism. Pleasure and virtues. Epictetus on Self-Discipline. Marc Aurelius and his ‘Meditations’. 
Read: Selections from Epicurus, The Letters to Herodotus; The Principle Doctrines; PowerPoint on Epicurus and Stoicism. Selections from Epictetus, Discourse sand Fragments; PowerPoint on Stoicism; Study Guide on Epicurus and Stoics.
Discussion: Epicurus on friendship. 
Quiz on Epicurus, Stoics & Good Life. 
MODULE 5. Christian views on morality and virtues.
Read: St. Augustine, ‘Love Sermon”(PDF); excerpts from the “Works of Love” ; ‘Commentary on Works of Love” by Kierkegaard (PDF); Ch. XV in ‘Tertium Organum’.
Discussion: Christian Meaning of Love.

MODULE 6. Deontological ethics. Deontology of religious Ethics of major world religions. Deontology of action. (Deontological ethics holds that at least some acts are morally obligatory regardless of their consequences for human welfare. Descriptive of such ethics are such expressions as “Duty for duty's sake,” “Virtue is its own reward”) Deontology of Kant. Categorical imperative. 
Read: Immanuel Kant, “The Good Will and the Categorical Imperative.” ( PDF on Canvas);
PowerPoint on Kant.
Watch: video on philosophy of Immanuel Kant (provided on Canvas)
Assignment: answer the questions for the video on Kant ( no sibmission).

MODULE 7. Ethics of existentialism. 
Read: handouts on Kierkegaard
Watch: Soren Kierkegaard: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D9JCwkx558o
Quiz on Kant and Kierkegaard.

MODULE 8. Christian Views on Universal Peace. 
Read: Encyclical of Pope John XXIII on Establishing Universal Peace in Truth, Justice, Charity, and Liberty, 1963 ( PDF).
Assignment: analysis of the Encyclical of Pope John XXIII.
MODULE 9. The choice of the Free Will.
Read: Augustine: Advocate of Free Will, Defender of Predestination-by Brandon Peterson;The excerpts from St. Augustine. The Free Choice of the Will.
Discussion: on Free Will.

MODULE 10, 11.  Eschatological Ethics.

Read: Berdyaev, Part III, Ch. III. Paradise. Beyond Good and Evil. pp. 284-298.
Write:  Reaction paper on the meaning of Paradise.  (250 words) 

MODULE 12. The Ethics of Creativeness. The creative nature of moral act. The part of Imagination in moral life. 
Read: Part II, Ch.3. pp. 126-153 – in Berdyaev: The Destiny of Man.
Write:  Essay on the Ethics of Creativeness.

MODULE 13.  Sollicitudo Rei Socialis.
Read: John Paul II: Sollicitudo Rei Socialis (30 December 1987) (pdf);
John. Paul II Letter.
Assignment: Summarize your reading of John Paul II letter.
MODULE 14.  Presentations of the Final projects. 
Read: A Catholic Approach to diversity; On Dignity of a Human Person.
Assignment: presentations of the main ideas of your final projects. (3-5 minutes; on zoom or recorded).
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