CHAMINADE UNIVERSITY OF HONOLULU
(Caroline College and Pastoral Institute)
MA 102 – Introduction to Algebra
Course Syllabus – Spring 2025

General Course Description:
	MA 102 is an Introductory Course to College Algebra.  It helps review the basic operations in mathematics. MA 102 requires competency in the basic arithmetic operations (addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division of real numbers - fractions, decimals, as well as positive and negative numbers) of real numbers.  After a brief review of the real number system and its basic properties, MA102 topics include: solving algebraic equations and inequalities; graphing linear equations and inequalities; solving and graphing systems of equations and inequalities; simplifying polynomial expressions; factoring polynomials; simplifying radical expressions; and solving quadratic equations. In general, MA 102 helps prepare students for college-level mathematics, most particularly MA 103 (College Algebra) and MA 105 (Math for Teachers).

Course Objectives:
· To affirm the student’s knowledge of the basic arithmetic operations on real numbers.
· To broaden the students’ awareness and understanding of the terminologies used in mathematics and to enhance their understanding of mathematics in English
· To develop within the students a deeper understanding of and appreciation of mathematics, while also preparing them for college-level mathematics.

Outcome Expectations: 
The following expected outcomes are used to measure the level of success of each student that completes the course:
1. A student is familiar with and understand the fundamental concepts and basic terms, rules and properties used in college mathematics.
2. A student is able to evaluate and simplify basic arithmetic and algebraic expressions, and solve practical word-problems (problem-situations) in algebra and geometry.
3. A student is able to solve and graph algebraic equations and systems of equations of the first degree (linear Equations) with one or two variables.
4. A student is able to evaluate, add, subtract, multiply, divide, factor, and/or simplify polynomials and rational expressions.
5. A student is expected to be able to solve quadratic equations and other equations of the second degree with two or more variables.

Textbook: Bittinger, Marvin L. and Beecher, Judith A. Developmental Mathematics: College Mathematics and Introductory Algebra. 9th Ed. (Boston, Pearson Education Inc.  2016).

Due to the lack of textbook copies for all students, the textbook will be used only as a guideline for daily lectures.  For this reason, access to the textbook is not a requirement. Chapter outlines will be given to students as hand-outs at the beginning of each chapter.

Other Available Resources: In the absence of the physical library setting, students are encouraged to utilize all possible online resources including: 
1. khanacademy.org
2. Google search:  Google-search any question you may have on any subject matter

Instructor: Mr. John Martin jfmchuuk@yahoo.com
Office hours: Mondays & Tuesdays: 10:00am., – 12:00 pm.
Sections:  	Meeting Days 		Time 		Tutors			
Section 1 	MWF				02:00 pm., – 02:50 pm: Cheromie Hartmann
Section 2	MWF				10:00 am., – 10:50 am: Cheromie Hartmann

Grading: 
Final Exam (Comprehensive) 	20%	Weekly quizzes (Best 8 of 11)	20%
Midterm Exam (Comprehensive) 	15%	Attendance and Class Participation	15%	
2 Tests (10% each)			20%	Homework, Classwork, and Project	10%

Attendance: 
CUH designates this course as face-to-face.  Students are expected to actively attend all class sessions and take class notes as some materials may not necessarily be in the textbook.  Should a student miss a class session, please obtain missed materials from a classmate or tutor/facilitator before the next session.  

Announcements and new materials are covered each session. Understanding of new topics is dependent on mastery of previously learned topics.  Tardiness and absenteeism can have a negative impact on student learning and, hence, their grades. Students with six (6) or more absences in the course in a particular term will receive a failing mark and will be required to retake the course at another time.

Homework:  
Daily homework is assigned for two practical reasons: (1) for students to practice the day’s lesson and (2) to make sure students are prepared for the next session’s topic.  So, students are expected to read each chapter section prior to class time (See Course Outline).  Daily assigned problems are due at the beginning of the next class meeting.    No late assignment is allowed and no make-up on missed homework (and/or quizzes and tests) is accepted, except in some very extreme situations (See Instructor).  

Test and Quizzes:
Quizzes are administered at the end of each chapter lesson.  The use of calculators and/or any other kind of electronic device in this course is not allowed.  Students are strongly encouraged to calculate manually.  Scratch Papers are provided for students during all quizzes, tests, mid-term, and the Final Exam. 

Open Notes and texts (handouts or textbooks) – written, printed, or photographed – are not allowed during quizzes and tests (Mid-term and Final Exams included).  However, during quizzes and tests (including the Mid-term and Final Exam) a student is allowed the use of a readily prepared reminder-card (4” X 6”), the size of an index card but no larger than a half-sheet).  Quizzes, Tests, Mid-term, and Final Exam are comprehensive.

General Academic Policies:
Every written work that needs to be submitted to the instructor is an academic endeavor.  As such, it must be, if not typed, written in black or blue ink, and on a standard  size paper, with no more than three single-line cross-out mistakes per page.  And every submitted work must bear the four headlines on top as follow:

Your Full Name							(JohnMartin)
Course name and section number					MA 102 (Section 1)
Work Description/Title						(Assignment #1)
Due Date								(August 20, 2024)

Academic Dishonesty: Cheating and Plagiarism (copying someone else’s academic work and/or ideas) are not allowed and will not be tolerated at any time! Commission of such offenses will result in disqualification of the academic work (assignment, quiz, presentation/report, etc.), student expulsion from the classroom, and suspension or expulsion from school at worst. 

Monitoring Academic Self-performance: Each student is assigned a math name – this must be kept secret!  Every two weeks, grades are calculated, updated, and posted under these assigned names.  Using their assigned names, students can monitor their own academic performance.  Students who need extra points (to make up for missed assignments or quizzes) may do a research paper on their assigned names and present it to the whole class.  Points will be assigned based on the submitted written research paper and the Presentation.  Any student who plans to do this research paper must first inform the instructor and receive detailed information about this Research Project.

Marianist Values:
As part of the CUH academic curriculum, MA 102 represents one component of your education at the CUH-CCPI Partnership Program.  An education in the Marianist Tradition has five distinct features which should be reflected in our students’ education and development:
· Education for formation in Faith
· Provide an Integral, quality education
· Educate in family (Ohana) Spirit
· Educate for service, justice, and peace
· Educate for adaptation and change

At CCPI and in the Pacific family of island nations, we educate in the family spirit, with an aim to provide integral, quality education.


Other Relevant Guidelines and Classroom Policies to Keep in Mind:
1. Do not be afraid to ask questions in or outside of the classroom
2. All CUH/CCPI classroom and campus policies must be observed at all times on CCPI campus (See Student Handbook). 
3. Any student with disabilities or special needs must approach the instructor in time to make special arrangements to address their conditions.
4. Always respect oneself, others, and treat everyone else with dignity and kindness.
5. Respect all school personnel, faculty, staff, students, and properties.
6. No bullying and no intimidation of any kind is allowed.
7. Use only appropriate and civilized language, no vulgarism or foul language.
8. In the classroom, only one person speaks at a time.  Any student who wishes to be heard needs to raise their hand and be recognized first by the instructor.  All cellphones must be turned off or put on silent (Vibration) mode.  Responding to incoming cellphone calls must be done outside of the classroom.
9. Attire must be proper and non-disruptive or offensive.  Instructor reserves the right to eject students from the classroom if their attire is deemed inappropriate.  
10. No food is allowed in the classroom; hence, no chewing in the classroom. Non-alcoholic beverages may be brought into the classroom, only in closed (tightly capped) non-disposable containers.
11. No writing or posting on any classroom bulletin board without authorization. Graffiti and or vandalism is not allowed in or outside the classroom.

*Other classroom guidelines and policies may be found in the Student Handbook. When not sure about a certain issue or situation, students are encouraged to consult with their instructor.  

Golden Rule: Do unto others only what you would want others do unto you.
“Do NOT do to others what you would NOT want others to do to you”


MA 102 Course Content and Schedule of Topics:
Week 1: Working with Whole Numbers
Week 2: Working with Fractions
Week 3: Working with Decimals
Week 4: Working with Percentages
Week 5: Working with Data, Graphs, and Statistics
Week 6: Introduction to Geometry
Week 7: Introduction to Real Numbers and Algebraic Expressions
Week 8: Working with Equations and Inequalities
Week 9: Working with Graphs of Linear Equations and Inequalities
Week 10: Introducing Polynomials and Basic Operations
Week 11: Factoring Polynomials
Week 12: Introducing Rational Expressions and Equations
Week 13: Solving and Graphing Systems of Equations
Week 14: Introducing Radical Expressions and Equations
Week 15: Introduction to Quadratic Equations

*Some topics may not be covered depending on the speed and progress of each cohort.
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