Chaminade University of Honolulu
Syllabus: English 315 – British Literature
Instructor: Dr. Richard Hill
Office: Henry Hall 206L; email: richard.hill@chaminade.edu; tel: (808) 739 8344

Schedule: Online, asynchronous		  Platform:  Canvas

Course Description
In EN 315, we will be examining several works by British authors from medievalism to early modernism, in order to attain a broad overview of the development of storytelling in the English language.  This course will focus on different types of supernatural or ghost story, from miracle-fables of Arthurian legend to horror stories of scientific discovery.  We will interpret how ghosts and the supernatural are used to highlight different social, political, and ethical issues of different ages in British history.  We will also discover what such literature has to tell us about British society, culture, institutions, and values.  

Unlike 200 level courses, the emphasis will be on depth of understanding, rather than general appreciation.  The course will comprise reading the plays, responding to guided questions, reading and responding to academic articles, and completing class assignments.  The intention is to give you critical understanding of British literature through several seminal works, and to illicit suitable critical responses through online discussion and writing.  

Required Texts
These texts are also available as etexts online, but I recommend buying hard copy published texts, with introductions and editorial notes to help you.

Course Objectives
Students who successfully complete this course will be able to:

· define various critical approaches and apply them to given texts
· define, identify, and articulate major movements/ periods in British literature including significant authors, texts, and issues
· develop and express ideas in a clear and logical manner, using a variety of critical reading, writing, and thinking skills  
· conceive of a topic and to undertake steps necessary to compose a research paper of substantial length, including the discernment of primary from secondary sources
· format and document a researched paper using MLA style
· employ clear, persuasive, and coherent prose writing
· apply literary terminology and concepts to specifically British literature

English Program Learning Outcomes
· The ability to define various literary critical approaches and apply them in writing an analytical literary research paper
· The ability to define, identify and articulate major movements/periods from significant authors and texts in British and American literature
· Proficiency in creative writing through an original production of poetry, fiction or non-fiction

Grading System						    
Attendance and participation	10%
Homework*	                        20%
Essays**	                        60%
Final exam	                        10%
Total	                                    100%
* Homework: this aspect of the course involves writing formal and informal responses to the readings assigned for each class.  Responses will be posted either in the “Assignments” or on the “Discussion,” according to the weekly instructions.
** Throughout the semester, you will produce two 5-page papers and one longer research paper, demonstrating your ability to understand critically different aspects of British literature.  Papers will be documented accurately using MLA format.
To pass the course, students must adequately complete all writing assignments with a D grade or better. Students who do not complete all writing assignments will get a D- or an F grade.
Final grading will follow the traditional scale:
90-100% = A
80-89%   = B
70-79%   = C
60-69%   = D
Below 60% = F/NC
All written work must be your own work, your own ideas expressed in your own words.  In the case of suspected plagiarism, you will be asked to submit all of the work that led you to that final piece of work.  If plagiarism is confirmed, then you will fail that assignment.  A second act of plagiarism will result in the failure of the course.  If necessary, we will discuss the finer points of plagiarism in class. 
Late papers, without instructor approval, will be graded on a credit/no-credit basis, and will therefore affect your final grade.  If you have a genuine commitment or an unforeseen problem that conflicts with the course, please contact me immediately so we can make reasonable allowances.

Credit Hour Policy
The unit of semester credit is defined as university-level credit that is awarded for the completion of coursework. One credit hour reflects the amount of work represented in the intended learning outcomes and verified by evidence of student achievement for those learning outcomes. Each credit hour earned at Chaminade University should result in a minimum of 45 hours of engagement, regardless of varying credits, duration, modality, or degree level. This equates to one hour of classroom or direct faculty instruction and a minimum of two hours of out-of-class student work each week for approximately fifteen weeks for one semester. Terms that have alternative lengths, such as 10 week terms, should have an equivalent amount of faculty instruction and out-of-class student work to meet each credit hour. Direct instructor engagement and out-of-class work result in total student engagement time of 45 hours for one credit. The number of engagement hours may be higher, as needed to meet specific learning outcomes.
Specific Credit Situations
The minimum 45 hours of engagement per credit hour can be satisfied in fully online, internship, or other specialized courses through several means, including (a) regular online instruction or interaction with the faculty member and fellow students and (b) academic engagement through extensive reading, research, online discussion, online quizzes or exams; instruction, collaborative group work, internships, laboratory work, practica, studio work, and preparation of papers, presentations, or other forms of assessment. This policy is in accordance with federal regulations and regional accrediting agencies.
For English 315, the course is divided up into 15 modules and a final exam. Each module consists of audio lectures, lecture notes, readings and guided responses. Some weeks readings will be shorter than others, but the course is structured in such a way that they average out to approximately 9 hours a week, which includes research, drafting, and editing time for graded assignments. 

Class Structure
Each week, in addition to class meetings, instructions for that week will be posted under the relevant tab on Canvas.  Roughly, you will have to read the assigned stories or extracts, and respond to the guided question in the “Assignments.”  Your weekly homework responses are informal and graded on a credit/no-credit basis. They will form the foundation for discussion in the following class sessions.
In addition, you will also be writing three formal essays and a final exam, according to the Provisional Schedule below.
All weekly work will be due by the Sunday of that week, no later than 11.59pm. 

Marianist values
Within this course, as in all courses I teach, are embedded several of the Marianist values that we promote at Chaminade.  Of particular focus in my English classes are the values of social justice, adaptation, and change.  Social justice must always be central to any humanities course, which is the search for an understanding of the idea of justice within society: between individuals, institutions, religion, government, and the law.  The written law alone may not provide all the pertinent definitions of justice; other answers are provided by the study of the humanities, including English literature.  Among other questions we will examine, we will ask the following: what is moral law, and how does it differ from written law, divine law, and your own innate sense of right and wrong?  Equally, we will ask how works of literature may provide you, personally, with skills to adapt to changes in society or circumstances, as you grow and move through the world.

Class Etiquette
Participation and attendance are crucial to your understanding and completion of this course.  As each class will involve individual and communal analysis of the relevant texts, you must maintain pace with the class assignments: read the texts, and be ready to respond in your homework posts.  Timely responses to the “Threaded Discussion” questions will not only help you but also your classmates to obtain a more complete understanding of the texts.






Provisional Schedule

Week 1                Intro to class themes, models, and theories.  History of Christianity in Britain.
                                           Malory – “Miracle of Sir Galahad”
Week 2                Marlowe – Faustus	
Week 3                Marlowe - Faustus
Week 4               Shakespeare – Hamlet
 		Assignment #1
Week 5               Shakespeare - Hamlet
Week 6               Frankenstein
Assignment #1 due
Week 7              Frankenstein		
Week 8               Silas Marner
Assignment #2
Week  9             Silas Marner
Week 10        	Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde                
		Assignment #2 due
			Spring Break – no class
Week 11       	 Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde
Assignment #3
Week 12.      	 Picture of Dorian Gray
Week 13       	 Picture of Dorian Gray
Week 14        	 Sherlock Holmes
                        	Draft assignment 3 – edits and corrections
Week 15          	Sherlock Holmes
Assignment #3 due
Week 16           Final exam

